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A JOURNAL, 



CHAPTER VIII. 

EXCUftSlON TO THE MIMNG DISTRICTS OF CHILI. 

On the 14th Novembar 1821, I received oiders 
to proceed in the Conway from Valparaiso to- 
wards Lima, and to call at the intermediate ports 
on the coasts of Chili and Paru. The object of 
this voyage was to inquire into the British inter* 
ests at those places ; to assist and protect any of 
his Majesty^s trading subjects ; and, in a general 
way, to ascertain the commercial resources of the 
coast. Several points of this inquiry formed 

VOL. II. A 
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the subject ol official reports ; but, as any inter- 
est they might possess was of a temporary na- 
ture, I shall confine myself at present to a gene- 
ral sketch of what we saw on the voyage. 

The ship being reqiui€id, by a certain day, ^ 
other services, we were much restricted in time, 
which was the more to be regretted, as accidental 
circumstances put it in our power to have visited 
many of the mines under considerable advantages. 
Hurried as we were, it was impossible to do more 
than take a superficiiA glance at that interesting 
part of the country ; and we became more solicit- 
ous to mark l^e effects of the recent political 
changes on the mining system, than to investigate 
minutely the nature of the ores, or to inquire into 
the details of working them. 

We sailed from Valparaiso on the 15th Novem- 
ber, and on the 16th, a little before sunset, steer- 
ed into the Bay of Coquimbo, and having anchor- 
ed the ship, landed a]b a point, near some huts, in 
order to inquire our way to the town of La Serena, 
Of Coquimbo, lying two leagues to the northward. 
On entering a remote foreign pcnrt, which no one 
mi board the ship has visited before, there is al- 
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ways a delighdul feeling of curiosity and uncer- 
tainty, which recals to our memory those ju- 
venile emotions with which every boy has read 
Robinson Crusoe. The reality, in general, comes 
fiilly up to the vivid promise which the imagina- 
tion holds out ; nor is this interest abated by the 
repeated sight of new otgects, but, on the con- 
trary, each new fdace seems more curious ^an the 
last ; and as the sphere of our observation is en- 
laiged, our curiosity becomes more impatient, 
though, at the same time, more easily gratified. 
The world, indeed, in every place, is so crowded 
with new and varied olgects, that no one can hope, 
even by the most awakened attention, to observe 
thoroughly the details of any scene ; and the curi- 
osity is thus kept alive by the certainty of every- 
where meeting with novelty, if not in the great 
outlines and broad distinctions, at least in the mi- 
nute shades (^diflerence, which experience teaches 
u8todiscriminate,and to apply with increased satis- 
fiictioii,a8 the objects of comparison are multiplied, 
and our familiarity with them extended. Ih the 
first instance, our pleasure springs (mt of (nlr igno- 
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lance — in the course of time it is derived from our 
knowledge. 

Just as we were mounting our horses, two Eng- 
lish gentlemen from Coquimbo came galloping in» 
They had mistaken our ship for an American fri- 
gatCyOn board of which a son of oneof these gentle- 
men was expected to come as passenger. The father 
bore his disappointment with great good humour, 
and insisted upon carrying us back to his house, 
at the door of which we were met by his wife, a 
native of the place, and h^-a^ozen children, who 
rushed out in a body into the patio to meet their 
brother, and could ill dissemble their mortifica- 
tion at seeing only new faces. But our reception, 
notwithstanding this disappointment, was hospi- 
tality itself; our new friend insisted on making up 
beds for the whole party, although consisting of 
five persons. 

We remained at Coquimbo four days, during 
which our host entertained us with morning and 
evi^ning parties at his house, and by tiddng us to 
vj4t the best ftmilies in the place. Though it 
w<^d be ridiculous to attempt any account of a 
isociety in which we passed so short a time, yet 
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SOCIETY OF COQUIMBO. 5 

there were some traits which, even in that brief 
acquaintance, were distinguishable as sufficiently 
characteristic. It is true that, where every object 
is new to us, we may be so well pleased, as to ren- 
der it difficult, in description, to disentangle the 
transitory interest arising out of mere novelty, 
from the enduring impression which real excel- 
lence alone can leave. This facility of being 
pleased, which is the happiness of travellers, is the 
misfortune of travel writers, who, however strongly 
or sincerely they may be interested, are expected 
to give some grounds for their sentiments. In their 
mannersthe Coquimbiansare unafifectedand gentle, 
and habitually well bred, but act more, I think, 
from feelings which lead to general kindness and 
consideration, than from any formal rules of po- 
liteness. They have as yet had little intercourse 
with foreigners, for the town lies considerably out 
of the way, and has never had much commerce ; 
the climate is delightful ; and the people appear 
to be so easy and contented in their circumstances, 
that we are sometimes inclined to lament the in- 
road which the progress of civilization must soon 
make upon their simple habits. 
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On the 18th November, our finendly host ac- 
companied one of the officers of the Conway and 
myself in a ride of about twenty-five miles, up 
the valley (^ Coquimbo, during which, the most 
remarkable thing we saw was several series q£ 
horizontal beds, along both sides of the valley, 
resembUng the Parallel Beads of Glen Roy, in the 
Highlands oS Scotland, so careftdly examined by 
Thomas Lauder Dick, Esq. and described in the 
ninth volume of the Edinburgh Royal Soqety 
Transactions. They are so disposed as to pre^ 
sent exact counterparts of one another, at the 
same lev^l, on opposite, sides of the valley. They 
axe formed entirely of loose materials, principally 
water-worn rounded stones, from the size of a nut 
to that of a man^s head.. Each of these roads, or 
levels, resembles a shingle beach, and there is 
every indication of the stones having been depo- 
sited at die margin oi a lake, which has fiUed the 
valley up to those lev^. These gigantic roads 
are at son^p places half a mile broad, but their 
general width is from twenty to fiffy yards. 
There are tjure^ di^tinctly characterized sets, and 
a lower one, which is indistinct when appoached. 
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but, when vigmfiA irom a distance, is eyidently of 
the emm charaeter with the others. The upper 
i^ad lies probably three or four hundred feet 
above the level of the sea, and two hundred and 
fifty firom the bottom of the valley ; the next 
twenty yards lower, and the next about ten 
yards still lower. These distances are loosely 
estimated, and may be erroneous, for it is diffi- 
cult to determine heights or distances in a coun- 
try quite new, and without natural and determi- 
nate objects of comparison. In this valley, there 
being neither trees, houses, cattle, nor men, our 
estimates were made entirely by guess. This, 
however, does not affect the general question, but 
only the proportions. When at any time we 
found ourselves on one of these paraUel roads, we 
saw, upon looking across the valley, or up or 
down it, as far as the eye could reach, portions of 
flat spaces^ apparently on the same level with that 
on which we stood ; and when, in order to deter- 
mine this more exactly, we went over the edge 
of the road or beach, and brought our eye into 
the plane of one of the roads, we invariably found, 
on loddng round, that tiie same plane produced 
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would merge into every portion of the same road, 
exactly as we should see die margin of a lake, 
with all its windings, on a level with the surfik^e, 
if, while bathing, we were to Imng the eye close 
to the water and look round. I n^gretted not 
having time to return with a sjarit level, to ex- 
amine this question of horizontaUty by infallible 
means. 

In the centre of the valley, which is six cur 
seven miles wide, we found an extensive plun, 
narrow at the upper end^ and wid^iing out towards 
the sea, thus dividing the valley into two parts. 
This insulated space was to all appearance quite 
flat and horizontal, and, as fiur as the eye ccmld 
determine, exactly on a level with the highest 
of the above mentioned roads, so that, if a lake 
ever stood in this valley, at the level of the 
road, the present surface must have been bare- 
ly covered with water, or, as seamen term it, 
just lipping with the water^s edge. It is several 
miles wide, and shaped like a delta; its sidesare at 
many places deeply indented with ravines, which 
show it to be composed exclusively of the same 
water-worn materials as the roads ; and on both 
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sides, the roads are easily traced at the same le- 
vels, and in perfect conformity with those on 
the opposite banks of the valley. The stones are 
principally granite and gneiss, with masses of 
sUstus, whinstone, and quartz, mixed indiscrimi^ 
nately , and all bearing marks of having been worn 
by attrition under water. 

The theory which presents itself to explain 
these appearances, supposes a lake to have been 
formed, no matter how, and to stand at the level of 
the highest road, till a flat beach is produced* 
by stones bdng washed down from above; the 
water in the lake is next conceived to wear away, 
and break down a portion of the barrier ; this al- 
lows the lake to discharge part of its waters into 
the sea, and, consequently, lowers it to the se- 
cond level : and so on successively, till the whole 
embankment is washed away, and the valley left 
as we now see it. 

The stones all bear the marks of having come 
from some distance, and may possibly have been 
deposited by a river flowing fipom the snowy Andes 
in ancient times; while some vast, though transient 
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cnuae^ nayf nt one ojpexa^xi, have scoopeol out the 
YflBqr^ fined it with water, and left a hacrier of 
adequate stiength to retain it for a time ; till, by 
a successioii of sudden disruptions of this barrier, 
the lake would stand M di£Eerent levels, and the 
washing 0f the water down the sides of thebaidca 
would bring along with it the loose stonwdtetfie 
water^s edg^ where their vdo^^ Imig checked, 
they would be i^^pmMl In the form of level 
beadieri. Im ^flie Alpine valteys of Sftv^oy,. m^ 
tanaostances precisely anaJiogous fireqnentty occur, 
when a great avalanche dams up a stream, and 
forms a lake, which stands at different levels, as 
die barrier of ice successively breaks away. 

According to the Huttonian theory of the earth, 
it is supposed that vast masses o£ solid land 
have been forced up, from the bottom of the sea, 
with gueat violence. If this, he admifcted, it has 
been shown, I think, conclusively, * that a wave. 



• See a paper on the ReTolutions of the Earth's Sur- 
&ee, by Sir James Hall^ in Vol. VII. of the Edinburgh 
Fhlloflpphical Transactions. 
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PARALLEL ROADS. 11 

greater or less in magnitude, according to the 
size and velocity of the submarine elevaticai, 
must inevitably be produced; and it j seq uir es no 
great effort of the imagination to concdve one 
sufficiently large to submerge the whole of this 
coast : at least ihose who have examined the 
Alps, the Andes, or any other lofty chain, ami 
have seen the solid strata o£ rod^ mam ^devated 
on their edges, to thehfi%^«fcgCwiiiij fhousand feet 
in the jBix, nllTmnrh bearing indubitable marks 
ijtitrimg once been in a. horizontal position, and 
lielow the sea, wiU discover nothing extravagant ia 
this idea. 

We could not visit any of the mines at Coquiai- 
bo, as they lay at too great a di s tiacc from the 
coast ; but we examined several of the gold mills, 
where the process is carried on »tirdy by amal- 
gamation. 

On Monday the 19th November, we sailed 
from Coquimbo for Guasco, another port from 
which the produce of the mines is exported. We 
anchored at two o'clock on the 20th of Novemb^, 
and in about an hour afterwards were mount* 

4 
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ed, and on our way to a village called die Asien- 
to, or seat of the mines. It lies about five leagues 
from the sea, on the left bank of a stream of 
snow water, which, though not large, is sufficient 
to give full verdure to the flat bottom of the val- 
ley through which it flows, and to place it in 
Hgreeable contrast to the rest of the country, 
which is a sandy desert in every direction. 

Within the space of one month, we had now 
witnessed aU the intermediate degrees of fertilily 
and desolation. At Conception, the eye was de- 
lighted with the richest and most luxuriant foliage; 
at Valparaiso, the hills were poorly clad with a 
stunted brushwood,and a £unt attemptat grass, the 
ground looking starved and naked ; at Coquimbo, 
the brushwood was gone, with nothing in its place 
but a vile sort o£ prickly-pear bush, and a scanly 
sprinkling of grey, and sometimes purple wiry 
grass ; at Guasco, there was not a trace of vq^eta^ 
tion, and the hills and plains were covered with 
bare sand, excepting where the stream of water 
caused by the melting of the snow in the Andes 
gives animation to the channel which leads it to 
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the sea. The respective ktitudes of these places 
itte 37% 33°, 30°, and 28|° south. 

The village of Asiento is pleasantly situated 
on the banks of the river, with gardens and trees 
between the houses and the stream, and shady 
walks reaching from the doors to the water. We 
were kindly received by a gentleman connected 
lA the mining business with our Coquimbo host, 
who accompanied us on this excursion. 

As our time was shorty we proceeded imme- 
diately to see the operation of smelting the cop- 
per-ore, in the rude maimer of the country. On 
coming to the river, we found it unusually swoU 
len, owing to a thaw in the upper country : the 
guide hedtated, for some time, as to the possibi- 
lity of crossing, till one of the officers of the ship, 
followed by the rest of the party, cut the mat- 
ter short by plunging in ; and although they were 
drifted a considerable way down, at length reached 
the opposite bank, soundly ducked, but in safety. 

The flmelting-fbmace resembles a small lime- 
kiln, covered at top with a sort of dome, open on 
one side, and terminating in a chimney. The 
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copper-ore, bdng broken into small piieces of the 
size of a walnut, is placed in alternate layers with 
firewood, till the whole is filled up to the open 
space. The wood being kindled, a steady Uast 
is introduced beneaA firom two pairs of bdlows, 
worked by cranks, attached to the axis ^ a wa- 
ter-wheeL The wheel is of a slight construction^ 
and, instead of being fitted with buckets, is en- 
circled with a series of projecting boards, shaped 
Bke spoons, upon which the water, which falls in 
a perpendicular stream, is made to play. When 
the ore is all melted, it is allowed to run out at a 
hole in the lower part of the furnace, closed up 
by clay during the melting, and now opened in 
the usual way, by making an orifice with a heary 
iron bar. The metal which, at this first oper- 
ation, comes out in a very impure state, ia 
thrown into water while hot, and is afterwards 
scraped by iron instruments to remove tiie slags 
and dross. It is then melted in the refining fur- 
nace, and drawn off into moulds about twenty 
inches long, twelve wide, and three or four duck. 
In this state it is Exported. 
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We fiirded the river agaim widi stili move ctif* 
ficuky, as it had risen considerably in tiile inter^ 
vaL After being foirly across, we paid a visit to 
a fiunily, who had assembled at their door, to 
watch our dangerous navigation ; for it is a ple»> 
sant fiushion in these countries, tlutt a strai^r 
may enter tibe house of any person^ at any hour, 
always mire of a welcome reception. On die 
present occasion, • our visit was peculiarly well 
bestowed, as it affi^ded the people ah opportunity 
of a nearer view of the strangers, who, we found, 
were objects ofno small curiosity; since, wherever 
we went, we were accompanied by a train of 
wondering diildrai, and, on passing along the 
streets, all the doors ai^ windows were filled With 
gaping heads. We were the last people in the 
world to object t6 being thus made shows of, 
more particularly as it afforded us in return bA 
opportunity of Btebag all the inhabitants. They 
were much fairer in complexion than the natives 
of the other p$xt8 of Chili, and it may be remark^ 
ed here, that we £d not find the depth of colour 
in the skin so much d^^rident upon latitude attd 
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temperature fis it is usually supposed to be. The 
men at Guasco are afine race, wdlmade, and ge- 
nerally handsome ; with graceful, and rather gen- 
tle manners : most of the women, bodi in figure 
and countenance, are very handsome ; indeed, we 
scarcely saw one, out of many hundreds, who had 
not something pleasing in her look, or in her per- 
son. What is more rare in hot countries, this 
remark extends to elderly women ; and although 
considerably fiiirer than any South Americans we 
had yet seen, they were all characterized by the 
dark eye and long black hair of their ancestors. 

21 8t Nov. — Immediately after breakfast, a par- 
ty was formed to ezplcnre a copper mine. We had to 
wind by tiresome sandy paths up a steep hiU, at 
the top of which we were met by one of the work- 
men, who led us to the mouth of a mine, called 
loL Gloria. The openii^ was not more than six 
feet across, and, as the descent was very crooked, 
we were soon obliged to light candles, which each 
person carried in a forked stick. The mine was 
so steep, and the roiof so low, that it was difficult, 
and sometimes dangerous, to proceed; but by per. 
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sevmng, we reached die tK)ttoin9 at the depth of a 
hundred and fifky feet fiwn t§ie sin&ce. The whole 
rod^, fuming the mountain, is impregnated with 
eopper ; so&te strata, however, and, occasionally, 
quartz vms, which cross the strata, are so much 
richer than others, that it f)ecomes worth the 
miner^ while to incur the expence of carriage to 
the top of the hill, whence the ore is scooped out 
wiA great labour^ rather than "work the more ac- 
cessible, but poorer rodc« lower down. As the 
wotkmen, therefore, foBow the rich veins in all 
their win£ng8, the shafts become very tortuous, 
and branch off to die right and Idft, wherever the 
ore is to be found. We observed that every cre- 
vice or rait in the rock, of whatever size, was in- 
variably coated with crystals of calcareousspar, or of 
quartz, but frequently metallic, and whai the light 
was thrown into these clefts, it gave them a brilliant 
appearance, like ftost-work. The coppar ore was 
richest in the quartz veins, but it was found fre- 
quently unconnected with them, and combined, 
in various degrees, with other substances. Hav- 
ing made a carefrd collection of specimens, we re-f 
turned to the Asiento, or village of Guasco, 

VOL. II. B 
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Our fair hostess hud in our abeaice made up a 
party to visit the Conway, as I had requested, 
upon hearing h^ say, that no one in the Asiento 
had seen a man-^^war, and most of tl^m hadnerer 
been afloat,or had seen a ship in their liyes.. Igare 
them dinner on board, and showed them over the 
ship, with which they expressed themsdves much 
gratified, but none of them evinced that childish 
kind of surprise, which people a little, and but a 
little, acquainted with the sutgect, are more apt to 
betray, than those totally ignorant of it. The 
Spaniards, in all things excepting politics, are a 
deliberate people, and, as thar descendants par- 
take of the same cautious spirit, it is not easy, at 
any time, to excite them to the expression of 
strong emotion. Being somewhat piqued, there^ 
fore, that my friends were so little roused by 1^ 
new wonders of a man^f«war, I laid a plan tot 
surprising them, which succeeded comjdetely. 
We had all landed, and were scattered in groups 
on the sunny face of a rock, fronting the ship. 
It was quite calm, and tl^ water so smooth, that, 
although the whole Pacific was open to us, there 
was no swell, and only a little ripjde broke, scarce 
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audibly^ at our feet. I had given orders that^ at a 
certain hour, when I expected a breeze from the 
land, the sails should be loosed; accordingly^ at 
the anointed time, a shrill whistle was heatd» 
which attracted the attention of my firiends to 
the ship, l3ring within three hundred yards of us ; 
and in the next instant, the sailors were seen fly<- 
ing out upon the yards to loose the sails : the 
ladies gave an involuntary screen of terror, lest 
the seamen should &11 down, while the men shout- 
ed widi delight and sur^se, cm observing such 
dexterity. 

Our adieux were most pathetic, although out 
acquaintance had subsisted not quite thirty hours i 
and as we sailed away, we could observe the ladies 
iHtting on the rodcs, like so many deserted Didos, 
waving their handk«rchie& till the evening closed, 
jKod we lost sight of one another. 

2Sd Nbv.^^We had some difficulty in finding 
the harbour of Copiapd^ which was not distinct- 
ly laid down in the charts in our possessicm. 
On coming near it, a dangerous line of reefs 
was discovered, of which no books nor charts 
^ade any mention. This drcumstance deter- 
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mined me to have the whole bay trigonometric 
cally laid down, and careftdly sounded ; and as 
soon as the ship was anchored, I sent one of the 
midshipmen, Mr Henry Foster, an admirable 
surveyor, on this service. But as it was soon dis- 
covered, that two days would be barely sufficient 
to accomplish this indispensable work, I deter- 
mined to employ the interval in visiting the town 
of Copiapd, lying eighteen leagues in the inte* 
rior. 

The first thing which arrested our attention, 
after anchoring, was a curious pile, or large 
brown stack on the beach, apparently of hewn 
stones. After we had in vain examined it through 
our glasses, our Coquimbo firiend explained to ua 
that it was a quantity of copper, which was to 
form the cargo of a ship he had ordered to call in 
a few days. He was well pleased to find his 
agents had so punctually attended to his direc- 
tions, especially as he had not given them any 
idea of his intention to visit the coast. - Pre- 
sently we saw a man riding along the edge of the 
cliff above the beach on which the copper was 
placed. On sending a boat for him, he proved to 
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be the person in charge of the copper, and seemed 
delighted that his employer had found him at his 
post. He was instantly dispatched into the boun- 
try to get horses for our journey next day. 

Early on the 23d of November we set off for 
Copiapd. Besides the never failing motive of cu- 
riosity to see a new place, merely because it was 
new, we were most anxious to witness the effects 
of the great earthquake of April 1819> and also 
to visit the silver mines in the mountains near 
the town. , Our party consisted of six, three being 
passengers from Coquimbo, and three officers, in- 
duding myself, from the Conway. The first 
part of the road lay along a level hard surface, 
chiefly rock, at some places covered with a thin 
soil. We then entered a broad valley, the sides 
of which were formed entirely of water-worn 
stones and gravel, covered by a stratum or 
crust several yards thick, of a testaceous rock, 
stretching, as far as we could discover, over 
the whole country bordering on the sea. The 
valley was three or four miles across, and bore 
every appearance of having been, at some former 
period, the channel of a mighty river, though now 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



22 CHILI. 

shrank into a scanty rivulet> flowing alixio$t mi- 
geen amongst dwarf willows, stunted shrubs, and^ 
long rank grass. The soil was completely cover- 
ed, at every part of the valley, by a layer of salt, 
several inches thick, which has since been ascer- 
tained, I^ analysis, to be sulphate of soda, 
or Glauber sdts. It looked like snow on the 
ground, and even when made into roads, and 
beat down, still bore the same i^pearance. The 
dust thpown up by the horses^ feet had almost 
choked us, and the day being dreadfully hot, had 
made our thirst excesnve, when we hailed witbr 
delight the sight of a stream ; but, alas ! the wa- 
ter was as salt as brine. 

The country, excqit where the stream stole 
along, was quite a desert, but to our surprise^ we 
feh none of that fatigue and depr€ssi<»i of sp^ 
rits, which, in a peculiar degree, affect every one, 
wh^i travdlii^ across an utterly barr^ and 
level waste. The present agreeaUe distinctikw 
between this and other journeys across sandy 
countries was remarked by several of the party, 
and accounted for by the circumstance of having 
the con^stant view, though at a great distance, of 
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Ae towering ridges of the Andes. The hotu 
soii> in the east and north, and partially in the 
tsottth, was bounded by lofty chains of mountains^ 
Tifiii^ one abo^^ another with an endless variety 
of outline, such as the eye was never tired of con^ 
templating ; srad, althot^h they too were barren, 
the different cdiades of Ae ablints^ caused by the 
^bfferent heights and distances dT the mountains^ 
gave a mitture of sofi»ess and suUimity to the 
landscape which no language can do justice to in 
tke expression* 

At the distance of forty miles from the p<n*t, 
we came to the farm-house c^Ramadilla, where 
Ac oUiging proprietor entreated us to alight, 
white his people prepared fresh horses and mules^ 
for the remainder of the journey to Copiapd, still 
four or five leagues off. Shortly after remount* 
ing, everything wore a new and more pleasing as^ 
pect, for, from the moment of entering the Bima- 
diUa grounds, cultivation and pasture, and abun- 
dwice of verdure, were seen on aH sides. The 
cause of all this was a little rivulet, gladdening 
everything it passed through. Pe(^le are, in ge- 
licral, 8o much accustomed to see what is called 
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spontaneous vegetAtion^ that they forget the ckl&r. 
gation which the s^ lies under to moisture ; but 
in a country without either rain or dew, the case 
is diflSsrait, and wherever a stream is founds the 
debt is gratefully acknowledged. 

By the time the sun had set, we became 
completely bewildered amcmgst the lower Andes, 
and, without a guide^ must soon have lost our- 
selves. When it became dark^ we w»e left 
in that mysterious, and rather pleasing state of 
uncertainty, which belongs peculiarly to ni^ 
Ravelling, in a country totally new. 

At Copiapd, our party ware kindly received by 
a most intelligent and gentlemanly person, a na- 
tive of the island of Chiloe, on the south coast 
ofChiU. 

24ith Nov. 1821. — We rose early this morning, 
being impatient to see the effects of the earth- 
quake. Over night, indeed, some of these effects 
had been visible by candle-light, for the house, the 
only one in this part of the town which had not 
been thrown down, was cracked and twisted in 
the most extraordinary manner. It was built of 
wood, plastered over, and the main uprights 
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having been thrust deep into the ground, the 
heaving of the earth had wrenched the parts of 
y^ the house asunder, but without demolishing it 
altogether, and given it the torn appearance it 
still retained. In the Plaza, every house, except 
this one, and one small chapel, was completely de- 
stroyed. The walls had fallen in all directions, 
some inwards, some outwards, presenting a scene 
singularly ruinous and mdancholy ; for it was ob^ 
vious at a glance, that what we saw was not the 
work of years, but of a cause at once general and 
rapid in its effects. In a climate without rain, 
the footsteps of time fall so very lightly, that 
it is probable these ruins were much in the same 
\ state as on the day they were cast down, two 

years and a half before. The walls, being from 
three to four feet thick, none of them above twelve 
feet high, and built of large flat sun-dried bricks, 
were cdculated, it might have been supposed, to 
withstand the shocks even of an earthquake, yet 
notwithstanding their strength, they seem to have 
been tumbled down like so many castles of cards. 
The little chapel mentioned above was built by the 
Jesuits, who had bolstered it up with a set of mon- 
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gtroufi buttresses, occapying an area considerably 
greater than the chapel itself, which, nevertheless, 
was so twisted about, that the nx^ fell in, and the 
widls cracked in aU directions* Some houses had 
beenso shaken, that not a bride retained its original 
place, yet the walls were standing, though mik a 
most ghost-like appearance, and at such an angle, 
that, in passing, we felt not quite free from appre- 
hensicm of their falling upon us; indeed, there was 
hardly a single wall which wasnot slopingover more 
or less. In some places the buttresses were shaken 
down and gone, but theshattered wrilwasleftstand* 
ing, and in many cases they had been forced apart 
from each other, and were inclined in opposite direc- 
tions. The great church, called La Merced, fell on 
the 4th of April 1819, one day after the earthquake 
began, and seven days before the great shock which 
destroyed the town. The ride walls, and part of 
one end, were left standing, in a dislocated and 
inclined state, and rent from top to bottom ; but 
what was curious, Ae buttresses, which appear to 
have been broad and substantial ones, were near- 
ly all thrown down. One of them which still re- 
mained was fairly wrendied apart from the build- 

10 
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ii^ it had been inteBded to support, the wall toach-^ 
ing it at the ground, but standing a yard and a 
half from it at the top. It appears, therefore, as^ 
ought to have been anticipated, that these sup- 
ports contribute nothing to the stability of a wall 
es^posed to the shaking {£ an earthquake ; their 
real use being to resist a lateral thrust outwards,, 
not to act i^inst ayibratory mo^n of the ground 
<m which they stand. 

While we were viewmg the church of La Mer- 
ced, one of the fathers of the ruined establish- 
ment came into the court, and pointed out the 
various circumstances, describing how each had 
haj^Kued. He himself was not a bad appen- 
dsige to the rmn, being nearly as much shattered 
as his church ; a connection probably not quite 
accidental, for the wealth and consequence of the 
priests had fled when their shrine was destroyed, 
and this worn-out old man was the only remain- 
ii^ priest, who chose to abide by the ruins of the 
edifice, which had sheltered and enriched him for 
half a century. 

After breakfiist we set out to explore a silver 
mine, lying amongst the hills at some distance. 
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on the western side of the town* On reaching the 
height of four or five hundred feet above the bot- 
tom of the valley, and turning round to look at 
the ruins we had left, the general effect of the 
earthquake was more distinctly marked than when 
viewed from below. Each house had formerly a 
garden attached to it^ surrounded by tall cypresses, 
many of which weredrooping overthe ruins, orkan- 
ing against one another; but not a house was to be 
seen, although the situation of the streets, and 
quadras or divisions of the town, were distinctly 
pointed out by lines of rubbish. It is a remark- 
able circumstance that an extensive district of the 
town, called the Chimba, which, I believe, means 
suburb, had suffered comparatively nothing, 
though not a mile and a half from this scene of 
devastation. Some of the houses at the out- 
skirts of the town were also still standing, which 
led us to conclude that the shock had been limit- 
ed in its operation, by a line of no great breadth. 
Possibly there may have been a vast rent or 
crack in the earth ; and the ground on one side 
of it may have been put into violent motion, while 
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that on the other side was not within reach of the 
same disturbing cause. 

• Our road, which lay along the bottom of a 
ravine, soon carried us out of the valley, and 
nothing was to be seen but the vast sea of sandy 
mountains composing the country. On reaching 
the summit of the pass, we had the satisfaction 
to find ourselves on a spot which commanded 
a free view on both sides to a great distance; 
but the ground, in every direction, was utterly 
desert Our guide took us first across a sandy plain, 
and then along the sharp ridges of several hills, 
till he fairly bewildered us amongst the mountains; 
and every trace was lost of the entrance into this 
wild labyrinth. At length he led us, by a high 
narrow neck of land, to a solitary hill, in the mid- 
dle of a plain, round which the road was turned 
in a spiral manner, till it reached to the mouth 
of La Santa Clara, a silver mine. Here we dis- 
mounted, and prepared for the descent by taking 
off our coats and hats, and providing ourselves 
with candles. As the mine was inclined to the hori- 
zon, at an angle of about twenty-five degrees, and 
the roof, at some places, was not above three feet 
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high, it was both difficult andcUflagreeable to pro- 
<^ed. The seam, which originally contained the nl- 
var, had been wrought to a great extent, so that 
there was left a wide space betweep two straia of 
the rock. The surface, fortunately^ was irregular^ 
hut so worn by the miners^ feet, when bearing 
^eir load upwards, and so much pdished by thar 
sliding down again, that we fotmd it no easy matter 
to avoid slipping at once from the top to the bot- 
tom. The guide had excited our curiosity by tht 
account of a lake, which, he said, lay at the bot> 
tom of one of the great workings ; but in searcher 
ing for it, he mistodc his way, and no lake repaid 
our labour. Ashewasstillcoiifident,howeyer, that 
the next trial would be moresuccessAil, we cotisent* 
ed to try, and reascended for about a htmdred and 
fifty paces> and then went down a second shaft, the 
inclination of which was so great, as to make the 
adventure rather hazardous ; but, at length, afttt 
innumerable windingsand turnings, andwhen near* 
ly exhausted with the heat, which was excessire, 
we reached a little cave, or nook, excavated firom 
the solid rock, with the lakeinthemiddle. We tast« 
ed the water, which w^s intensely salt and acrid. 
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We had unfortunately no means of carrying away 
any of it ; but a gentle^ian at Copiapd, who said 
he had examined it, told us it contained antimcmy , 
sulphur, arsenic, and soda, in solution, besides 
a little copper and silver : but I cannot pretend 
to answer £ot this analysis. The margin of 
the lake was fringed with crystals ci salt ; the 
roof and sides also of the ca^e sparkled with 
spangles sublimed from the M^qpskL Eveiy crevice 
and cavity in the rock^ of which there were great 
numbers, was linedwidinestsof crystals of quartz 
and calcareous tfptu. The silver in this mine is 
mostly in unktt with limestone ; but much rich ore 
is also fiiaad in quartz veins traversing the strata. 
The vmer$ were net at work, but we examined 
Ad qpots where they had beai recently quarrying, 
and broke specimens from many different parts« 
There is no machinery of any sort in these mines, 
and all the ore, when wrought, is carried to the 
open air, on the backs of labourers : gunpowder, 
indeed, is used to blast the rock ; but, with this 
exception, the whole business of the mine is con- 
ducted by manual labour alone. After the ore 
reaches the surface, mules are employed to cairy 
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it to the valley of Copiapd, where it is purified 
dther by amalgamation or by smelting, according 
to circumstances. By counting the number of 
paces, and considering the inclination ' of the 
shaft, it was calculated, that we had descended 
two htmdred and eighty-five perpendicular feet 
in this mine, which was reckoned one of the 
richest in the neighbourhood, until its depth be- 
came so great, that the expence of raising the ore 
to the surface overbalanced its value when brought 
there, and made it mote profitable to work poorer 
ores <^ more easy access. There is an intention 
to run a horizontal shaft from the side of the 
mountain into the mine, at the level <^ the lake, 
in order to save the upward carriage ; but it is 
questionable, if there be yet spirit enough in the 
country for such an enterprise. There is no say- 
ing, indeed, what British capital and enterprise, 
aided by machinery, may efiect, especially as 
there are but few ulver mines wrought at present 
in Chili. . 

Afl«r dinner, on our return to the town, we sal- 
lied forth to take another survey of the ruins, 
which we never tired of looking at, for scarcely 
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sirjr two <^ the liouses were shaken down exactly 
m the same manner. It was no less interesting 
to mark the effect of the earthquake on the state 
of society. Many <^ die most wealthy and indus- 
trious inhabitants had removed to other quarters ; 
some from apprehension of a recurrence of the 
evil, and some from the natural effect of the de- 
struction of property, which, for a long time, seem- 
ed likely to paralyze active exertion. One very 
serious consequence of the earthquake has been 
the diminution in the only stream of water by 
which tiie town is supplied, and to this cause, 
the most intelligent <^ the inhabitants ascribe 
great part of the emigration. As the population 
decreases, many rich mines are of course aban- 
doned; but such is the tendency of man to 
trust rather to his chance of future good fortune, 
than to be influenced by experience, that the 
mass of the people are busily engaged in rebuild- 
ing their houses^ and are again working thdr 
mines ; a peculiar, but, perhaps, happy blindness 
to the future, as Copiapd has been destroyed 
about every twenty-three years ; the latest well 
VOL. II. g<^v 
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authenticated periods of these catastrophes being 
1773, 1796, and 1819. 

In the course of our walk, we discovered a 
grove of trees near the stream ; in the centre of 
which stood a neatly built cottage, surrounded by 
a farm-yard, offices and garden, with everything in 
the most rural style, except a gold mill, which, 
though characteristic enough of Copiapd, certain- 
ly looked somewhat out of place. This establish- 
ment belonged to a man who was making a sure 
fortune by a copper mine, till, unfortunately, it 
gradually degenerated into a mine of gold : from 
that momait the tide <^ his fortunes turned, and 
has been ever since on the* ebb. This, which at 
first looks a little paradoxical, is precisely what 
might be expected, for it is the scarcity of gold, 
the uncertainty of its extent in any given situa- 
tion, and the consequent great cost of produc- 
tion, which, while they give it so high an ex- 
changeable value, render mining speculations in 
gold invariably hazardous. In these countries, 
therefore, it has become a common saying, that 
a diligent man who works a copper mine is sure 
to gain ; that he who works one of silver may 
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dther gain or lose ; but that, if the mine be of 
gold, he is certainly ruined. 

The mill consists of an upright shaft, or spin- 
dle, the lower end of which is fixed to a horizontal 
water wheel, working in a simk water course, 
and giving a rotatory motion to the spindle, which 
passes through the centre of a large circular 
trough on the ground. In this trough a mill- 
stone is carried round upon its edge, on a hori- 
zontal axis projecting from the spindle. Small 
pieces of the ore are thrown into the trough, kept 
fuU of water by a constant small stream ; and 
when the machine is put in motion, the stone 
goes rapidly round, crushing and grinding the 
ore under the water. As soon as the whole is 
reduced, by this process of trituration, to a 
fine mud, quicksilver is added, and an amalgam 
is soon formed, by its union with the detached 
particles of gold. This process is said to be 
quickened by the agitation of the water, and 
the friction of the millstone. The water is al- 
lowed to trickle off by a nick cut in the edge 
of the trough, and is received in 1 ong wooden 
channels, covered with coarse cloths, the folds 
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and irregular parts of which catch any stray 
portions of gold, or of the amalgam, which the 
agitation of the water may have thrown out 
<^ the trough. When all the gold is supposed 
to be combined with the quicksilver, the water is 
drawn o£P, and the aipalgam being exposed to heat 
in vessels adapted to the purpose, the quicksilver 
is distilled off, and the gold remains behind in a 
pure state. 

After passing a considerable time at the gold 
mill, we strolled along the face <^ the hills, which 
are indented in many places by copper mines, or 
rather quarries, for the rock is here so rich in ores 
of that metal, that it is sometimes broken from 
the surface, and smelted at once. 

It was interesting to notice how constantly the 
earthquake occupied all people^s thoughts at this 
place, however much they might seem to be 
engrossed by other objects. In the early part of 
the evening, an English gentleman, resident at 
Copiapd, took me to visit a £unily of his a(>* 
quaintance living in the undestroyed suburb, 
called the Chimba. Though almost worn out 
with the day's work, I was tempted to go, by the 
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]^omise of being presented to the handsomest 
young wonum in ChilL We had come, it is 
true, to Copiapd, with our thoughts fiill of mines 
said earthquakes ; or, if we had originally any 
thoughts of mixing with society, the desokte ap- 
pearance of the town had chased them away; 
nevertheless, we could not refiise to visit a lady 
with such pretensions. We found her very 
pretty and agreeable; but what entertained us 
particularly was her vehement desire to have a 
wider field for the display of her charms, which, 
to do the secluded beauty no more dian justice, 
were of a very high order, even in this land of 
ftsdnation. The accounts she had heard from 
others of the fashionable world of Santiago, and 
of Coquimbo, had so completely turned the young 
lady's head, that earthquakes had ceased to make 
the usual impression. " I see," cried she, " other 
pe(^le running out of their houses, foil of terror, 
beating their breasts and imploring mercy ; and 
decency, of course, obliges me to dp the same ; 
but I feel no alarm— my thoughts are all at Co- 
cpumbo. How can my uncle be so unkind as not 
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to repeat his invitatioii !^ We consoled the dam- 
sel as well as we could, and as she had spoken of 
earthquakes, asked her if there had been one 
lately ? " No,'' she answered, ^^ not for some 
time — I really do not think I have felt one myself 
for three days — somebody said there was one last 
night, but I knew nothing of it — I am tired 
<^ these earthquakes — and would never think 
of them again if I were once at dear Coquim- 
bor 

On puttipg the same question to another per- 
son present, he said, they had not experienced one 
since April, meaning, as I discovered, April ISIO^ 
two years and a half before ; not conceiving we 
could possibly take any interest in such petty 
shocks as would not demolish a town. An old man 
in company, seeing that we had been misunder- 
stood, explained, that it was a long time since they 
had felt a shock of any consequence ; and upon 
our pressing him closely to say what he considered 
long, replied, at least a month ! 

On our return, we were gratified by meeting 
two agreeable and intelligent men, whom our host 
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%ad considerately invited to meet us ; they were 
most willing to exchange local infonnation for 
news about the rest of the world, with which they 
appeared to have extremely little intercourse. 
We soon engaged them in conversation about 
the great earthquake. It began, they said, be- 
tween eight and nine in the morning of the 3d of 
April, and continued with gentle shocks during 
that day and the next. At four in the afternoon 
of the 4th, there came a violent shock, which pro- 
duced a waving or rolling motion in the ground, 
like that of a ship at sea, which lasted for two mi- 
nutes. In every case these shocks were preceded by 
a loud rolling noise, compared by one person to the 
echo of thunder amongst the hiUs ; and by an- 
other to the roar of a subterranean torrent, carry- 
ing along an enormous mass of rocks and stones. 
Every person spoke of this sound with an ex- 
pression of the greatest horror. One of the gen- 
tlemen said, it was " Espantoso r (firightfiil) 
*^ Yes,'' added the other, shuddering at the re- 
collection, " horroroso!'' 

Something peculiar in the shocks of the 4th 
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of April had excited more than ordinary fear in 
die minds <^ the inhabitants^ and, at a particular 
moment, no one could tell distinctly why they all 
rushed in a body to the great church called La 
Merced. The gentleman who related this to us 
happened to be standing near the church at the 
time, and thinking it would probably soon fall, call- 
ed out loudly to the people not to enter, but rather 
to bring the images into the streets, where their 
intercession would prove equally efficacious. For- 
tunately, the prior of the church, who was just 
entering the porch, saw the value of this advice, 
and seconded it by his authority, ordering the peo- 
ple to remain without, and desiring those who had 
already entered to bring the images instantly into 
the street. The last man had scarcely crossed 
the threshold, when a shock came which in a mo- 
ment shook down the roof and one end of the 
church, leaving it in the state already describ- 
ed. Had not the people been thus judiciously 
detained in the open air, almost the whole popu- 
lation of Copiapd must have perished. 
After the fall of La Merced, the inhabitants fled 
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to the neighbouring hills, leaving only one or two 
feol-hardy people who chose to remain. Amongst 
these was a German who, as he told me himself, 
divided his time in the Plaza betweoi taking notes 
of the various passing phenomena, and drinking 
aguardiente, the spirits of the country. Slight 
fsbocks occasionally succeeded that on the 4th, 
but it was not till the 11th of April, seven days 
after the &11 of the Merced, that the formidable 
one occurred which, in an instant, laid the whole 
town in ruins. It was accompanied by a sub- 
terranean sound, which, though at first of a low 
tone, gradually swelled to a clear dreadful loud^ 
ness, of which no one, I observed, even at this 
distance of time, could speak without an invo- 
luntary shudder. 

After the first great shock, which levelled 
the town, the ground continued in motion for 
seven minutes, sometimes rising and fiddling, but 
more frequently vibrating with great rapidity; 
it then became still for- some minutes, then vi- 
brated again, and so on, without an intermis- 
sion longer than a quarter of an hour for several 
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days. The violence of the earthquake now abat- 
ed a little ; the intenrals became longer, and the 
shocks not quite so violent ; but it was not tiU 
six months afterwards that it could be said to be 
entirely over ; for the ground during that pe- 
riod was never long steady, and the frightftd 
noises in the eardi constantly portended fresh ca- 
lamities. 

In the course of these interesting descriptions, 
we were struck with the occasional introduction of 
minute characteristic circumstances, which, how- 
ever trivial in themselves, served to stamp the au- 
thenticity of the whole. One of the party, for in- 
stance, was describing the efPect of a severe 
shock, which, he said, happened at four o^dock 
in the afternoon. ** Oh no,^ said another, " it 
was later, I assure you." — " Indeed it was not," 
answered the first; " don't you remember we 
were playing at bowls at the time, and when the 
sound was heard I stopped playing, and you called 
out to me to look what o'clock it was ; I took 
out my watch, and told you it was past four P" 
Upon another occasion, our host said, ^^ I was 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



£AETlI QUAKE. 43 

just going to look ivhat the hour was, at which 
one of those sounds were first heard, yrhea my 
attention was diverted from the watch by a 
hideous scream of terror from a person near me. 
He was such a little insignificant wretch, that I 
had not conceived so loud a yell could possibly 
have come from his puny body ; and so we 
all forgot the shock in quizzing this little mani- 
kin,'' (hombrecito.) ** Nevertheless,*" added he, 
gravely, ^^ although I am not a man to cry out 
and play the fool on such occasions, yet I do fairly 
own that these earthquakes are very awfrd ; and, 
indeed, must be felt, to be tmderstood in their 
true extent. Before we hear the sound, or, at 
least, are frilly conscious of hearing it, we are 
made sensible, I do not well know how, that 
something unconmion is going to happen ; every- 
thing seems to change colour ; our thoughts are 
chained immoveably down ; the whole world 
appears to be in disorder ; all nature looks differ- 
ent from what it was wont to do ; we feel quite 
subdued and overwhelmed by some invisible 
power, beyond human control or comprehension. 
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Then comes the horrible sound, distinctly heaid, 
and, immediately, the solid earth is all in motion, 
waving to and fro, like the surface of the sea. 
Depend upon it. Sir, a severe earthquake is 
enough to shake the firmest mind. Custcmi 
enables us to restrain the expression of alarm ; 
but no custom can teach any one to witness such 
earthquakes without the deepest emotion of ter- 
ror.'' 

25th> — Notwithstanding the severe fatigues of 
the day before, our party was up and bustling 
about by half past five this morning, making pre- 
parations to return to the Port. Our obliging 
host accompanied us for some leagues, and then 
returned to his mines and his earthquakes, while 
we hurried on, to make the most of the coolness 
of the morning. In diese countries, die day al- 
ways breaks with a delicious freshness, which the 
traveller soon learns to appreciate ; for even where 
there is no dew to moisten the grotmd, the air is 
then always pleasant, and the long shadows of the 
eastern hills stretch across the valleys, and not 
only protect him, for a time, from the heat, but 
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shield him from the glare^ which is eveii more in- 
tolerable. 

On reaching the diip, we found Mr Foster^^s 
survey just completed, and, at sunset, we weigh- 
ed, and steered along the coast with a gentle 
breeze from the southward. 

The following account of the mining system in 
Chili is principally derived from a gentleman 
long resident in Chili ; and as we had many other 
sources of mformation to fill up and check his 
statement, its accuracy may, I think, be dependr- 
edupon. 

Copper, silver, and gold, are produced from the 
mines in the district we had just visited ; the 
least valuable of these metals being the staple 
eommodily of the country. There are many 
hundreds of copper mines wrought in Chili ; but 
not more than one of gold for fifty of copper; and 
probably not above one of silver for fifteen of cop- 
per. 

The average jHroduce c£ copper in one year has 
lately risen to more than sixty thousand quintals 
of one hundred Spanish pounds each. The great- 
.est part of this goes to Calcutta, a small quanti- 
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ty to China, and the rest to the United States^ 
and to Europe. 

The annual export of silver may be stated at 
twenty thousand marcs, at eight dollars per marc; 
but this quantity varies considerably* Of gold, 
it is difficult to speak accurately, but its export is 
very trifling, and of late has been falling off, in 
consequence of the mining capital finding more 
advantageous employment in working copper. 

This sulrject is rendered more than commonly 
interesting at this moment, from its affording 
some valuable examples of the practical advanta- 
ges of free trade. Three important commercial 
circumstances have taken place, in consequence of 
the Revolution : the enlargement of the market 
caused by opening a trade with all the world; 
the increased prices of copper, consequent up- 
on fair competition ; and lastly, the diminution in 
the cost of its production, owing to the fall in the 
price of every article used in the mines. 

To place this in a striking point of view, I sub- 
join a table of the prices before and after the Re- 
volution. 
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TABLE OF PRICES. 



♦7 



ARTICLES. 


Fonner Prices 


Pricci in 1821 




in Dollars. 


in Dollars. 


Copper per quintal of 100 Spa- 






64 to 7 


12 to 13 


•Steel do. 


50 


16 


•Iron do. 


25 


8 


•Wheat per fanega of 150 lbs. 


5 


n 


*Beans do. 


6 


5 


•Jerked beef per quintal of 100 






lbs. - • - - 


10 


7 to 74 


•Grassa or soft fet per botica 






of 50 lbs. . - - 


8 


6 to e\ 


•Wine and spirits 


No change as 


yet (1821) 


Fine cloth, per yard 
•Coarse cloth, per do. 


23 


12 


5 


3 


Prmted cotton goods, do. 


t8to24realR 


2i to 3 reals 


Velveteens do. 


26 reals 


2 reals 


Crockery per crate - 


350 


40 


Hardware - - - 


300 


100 


Glass . - - . 


200 


100 



The articles marked with an asterisk are used 
in the mines. 

The price of labour in the mines had not yet 
risen^ but it is evident that it must rise as the coun- 
try improves in civilization, and as more capital is 
employed in bringing new mines into work. 

The above table shows the prices at Santiago 
and Valparaiso, but the present miners enjoy a 
still further advantage, in the cheaper and more 
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certain supply of all lurdcles necessary in the 
mines. Formerly, all the articles used in mining, 
such as steel, iron, clothing, and food, were made 
to pass through Coquimbo, under the mistaken 
idea of benefitting that town. This abuse is now 
removed, and the ships destined to carry away the 
copper,haYing unloaded their cargoes at Valparai- 
so, proceed in ballast to the ports on the mining 
coast, and carry with them, for a very small 
freight, everything required by the miners, so 
that the heavy expence of land carriage is now 
saved. The practical advantage, both public and 
private, produced by this change horn restrictions, 
protections, and monopolies, has been immediate 
and obvious ; and the instance is the more worthy 
of remark, as it is seldom that a commercial ques- 
tion in political economy is sufficiently disentang- 
led from collateral difficulties, to admit the dis- 
tinct exhibition of the theoretical principles hy 
which the operation is regulated. 

There are two principal persons concerned in 

almost every mine, the proprietor and the ha- 

bilitador. The first, who is also the actual min* 

er, Hves at his hacienda, or fimn, generally in the 

u 
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neighbourhood, and attends to the detsols o£ 
working and smelting the ore. The habilitadw 
reiddes at some one of the three principal sea-port 
towns, Coquimbo, Guasco, or Copiapd ; he is the 
mining capitalist, and his character is that of a 
diligent, saving man of business, very different in 
habits from the miner, who is generally an extrava* 
gant and improvident person. The word Habi- 
litadolr may be translated Enabler, as it is by 
means of his capital that the miner is enabled to 
proceed with his work. 

Th^ proprietor of a mine usually farms his own 
ipround, on the banks of one of the rare streams 
which traverse this desolate country. His ha- 
cienda, or farm, supplies vegetables, and some- 
times stock, for the subsistence of the miners. 
The smelting-house is also built on his hacien- 
da, and the ore is brought to his door on 
mules. These farmers rarely undertake to work 
a mine with their own unassisted capital : they 
are seldom,.indeed, sufficiently wealthy ; and when 
they are so, it is not found, in the long-run, so 
advantageous a method as sharing the transaction 
jHrith an h^ilitador, who takes charge of the com- 

VOL. II. D 
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merdal part of the bosiiiess. Sometimes, how- 
ever, the owner makes the attempt to work his 
mine single-handed, in which he usually £ul8. 
But to elucidate the subject fully, I shall give the 
details of a case, which involves most of the varie- 
ties, .and upon which I happen to possess exact 
information. 

A'farmer, resident at the Asiento of Guasco, 
and with whom I had a good deal of conver- 
sation on the subject, opened a copper mine 
about eighteen months previous to our visit. He 
possessed some capital, and a small farm near the 
river, and was doing very well ; but he had set 
his heart upon a larger and more fertile property, 
lying about a league higher up the stream ; and, 
deluded by the hope of soon realising a sufficient 
sum of money to purchase this ground,hehadra8h- 
ly undertaken to work the mine himself. He mis- 
calculated his means, however, and expended all 
his capital, before any adequate returns had come 
in. His mine was rich and promising, and he 
had raised a considerable mass of ore to the sur- 
face ; but he had no money to build fiimaces, or 
to purchase fuel, and his workmen became clamor* 
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6u8 for dieir wages. In short, the working of the 
mine was brought to a stand, and utter ruin stared 
him in the face. Things had no sooner reached 
this stage, than one of the habilitadors, who had 
been all the while watching his proceedings, step- 
ped forward and offered to habilitate the mine, as it 
is called. The bargain he proposed, and which the 
wretched miner had no alternative but to accept, 
was, that the habilitador should pay the workmen 
their wages, feed and clothe them, and provide 
tools, and all othar articles necessary for working 
die ore ; besides, he should build smelting-fur- 
naces, and purdiase fuel, and occasionally sup- 
ply the miner with money for his subsistence. 
In repayment for the sums advanced on these 
different accounts, he required that the whole 
of the copper derived from the mine should 
be delivered to him at a fixed price, namely, 
eight dollars per quintal^ until the whole debt, 
incurred by the outlays, should be discharg- 
ed. The miner endeavoured to stipulate for his 
copper being received at a higher rate than eight 
dollars, foreseeing, that, at such a low price, his 
debts would never be liquidated. He was also 
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well aware, that, in consequence of the increased 
trade of the country, the price of copper had of 
late years been nearly doubled, and he naturally 
felt entitled to share more equally in this advan- 
tage. But the other, who was not in want of mo- 
ney, was in no haste to close the bargain, and was 
deaf to this reasoning ; till, at length, the poor 
miner, rather than sell his little farm and become 
a beggar, agreed to the hard terms offered him. 

The mine being again in action, copper was 
produced in abundance, all of which was de» 
livered to the capitalist, who lost no time in 
sending it to Guasco ; where he sold it for twelve 
or thirteen dollars per quintal, clearing thereby, 
at once, four or five dollars upon every eight 
ci expenditure. But his gains did not stop 
here, for, as he had to provide the miners 
with food, clothing, and tools, he made his own 
charges; and, being a capitalist, could afford 
to purchase those articles in wholesale, which 
he took care to distribute at very advanced prices 
at the mine. In the payment of the workmen's 
wages, also, he contrived to gain materially. By 

10 
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established regulations, it is settled, that, for 
^very pair of workmen, or what is called a Ba^ 
reta, the habilitador is entitled to charge a spe- 
cific sum of forty-five dollars per month, that is, 
sixteen for wages, and twenty-nine for clothing 
and food. In the first case, the habilitador 
paid the bareta honestly enough their sixteen dol- 
lars ; ten to the upper workman, who is called the 
Baretero, and six to the other, the Apire, who is a 
mere carrier ; but he charged twenty-nine dollars 
more in his accoimt against the miner for cloth- 
ing, and other supplies, to each bareta, although 
it was notorious that the real cost for these arti- 
cles always came to much less than that sum. 

Thus the poor miner went on producing copper, 
solely for the benefit of the habilitador, without 
the least diminution in his debt, and without any 
prospect of ever realizing money enough to idake 
his wished-for purchase of the large farm. The 
other, indeed, was willing to advance him small 
sums of money to prevent his sinking into utter 
despair, and abandoning the mine ; but he had 
the mortification of feeling, that, for every eight 
dollars he borrowed, he was bound to pay back 
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copper, upon which the haUlitador realised devoi 
or twelve, while the current expences of the mine 
were every day involving him deeper and deeper, 
and, finally, reducing him to mere dependence 
on the will of the capitalist 

This and similar transactions, where the habi- 
litador^s price is about eight dollars, refer to 
a recent period only, since the price of copper 
has risen, in consequence of the increased ami- 
mercial intercourse, which, in the first instance, 
had been forced upon South America, in spite of 
all the Spanish regulations to the contrary, and 
was afterwards, to a certain extent, sanctioned I^ 
the government. Antecedent to that period, when 
the Spanish authority was absolute, and the prices 
were as stated in the table at page 47, the habili- 
tadors made bargains, proportionally profitaUe 
to themselves and hard upon the miners. 

The liberation of Chili, and the consequent 
establishment of English and NcHih American 
houses, have wrought a great change in the whole 
system, as will be seen by stating what actually 
took place in the instance described above : and 

4 
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this example, with various modifications, immate* 
rial to the general principle, will serve to explain 
the manner in which a great majority of all the 
mines are now managed in Chili. 

An English merchant, who had resided long 
enough at Coquimbo, and other parts of Chili, to 
become well acquainted with the mining districts, 
and with the personal character of most of the min- 
ers, happened to hear of the situation to which the 
fimner, above mentioned, had been reduced, and 
knowing him to be an honest and hard-working 
man, inquired into the details of his case. It 
appeared that his debt to the habilitador was eight 
thousand dollars, and that there was ore enough 
at the surface to smelt into a thousand quintals, 
which, at the stipulated rate of eight dollars per 
quintal, would be just su£Scient to redeem the debt. 
But the miner had no funds to defray the cost of 
this process, or the currait expences of the mine. 

The English merchant, upon hearing how the 
matter stood, offered to free him from his embar- 
rassment, and to conclude a bargain, far more ad- 
vantageous to him. In the first place, he ofiered 
to lend the miner a thousand quintals of copper, 
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to b^ delivered at Gnasco to the habilitador, 
whose clmn upon the mine would be thus aimi- 
hilated. He next agreed to purchase the farm 
which the miner had so long willed for, and to 
put him in possession of it at once. He then 
prc^osed, not to habilitate the mine in the 
usual way, but to lend money to the miner, that 
he himself might pay the workmfen, and be the 
purveyor for his mine, instead of having an ao* 
count kept against him for these disbursements. 
Finally, he was willing to take the copper off the 
miner^s hands, at eleven dollars per quintal instead 
of eight. The miner was, of course, delighted 
with these terms, and readily adopted them, 
thereby gaining, immediately, several material 
advantages. He got rid of the oppression of 
the habilitador ; he accomplished the gr^t ob^ 
ject of his exertions, the possession of the large 
farm ; he secured a high price for all his copper, ^ 
and what he valued more, probably, than all the 
rest, he had the satisfaction of providing the 
mine himself, and was saved from the mortifying 
conviction of being cheated at every stage of the 
transaction. 
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. The moment the bargain was concluded, the 
new fann was bought and entered upon; the 
smelting went on, and the miner soon paid back 
the thousand quintals he had borrowed; the 
miners were set to work to raise more metal to the 
surface, and at the end of five months, copper 
enough had been delivered to discharge two-thirds 
of the ori^al debt, including the purchase money 
of the farm. On balancing accounts, however, it 
appeared that the fiirmer was nine thousand 
dollars in debt to the English merchant, owing 
to fresh advances made to the mine ; and 
at the time I visited the spot, he was still con* 
siderably in arrears, but was perfectly con- 
tented, and so also was the capitalist. The 
miner received what he considered a fair price 
for his labour, and the merchant was satisfied 
with the profit which he realized ; for although 
he purchased copper at eleven dollars, and sold 
it for twelve or thirteen, he felt also certain of 
having a complete command of all the copper of 
the mine in question, as long as he pleased, since 
it was highly improbable^ that the miner could 
ever clear off his debt. 

r ■ , 

**- '---. ■^ ' 
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There is a fallacy in the reasoiiiBgs of many 
people, even on the spot, as to the extent of min- 
ing profits, which arises, probably, out of the pre- 
valent misconceptions respecting the nature of 
money, or, which is the same thing, the true use of 
the precious metals, considered as wealth. In con^ 
sequence also of very great gains being occasionally 
made by mining, it is erroneously assumed, that 
the retumsfirom capitalsoemployed are likely to be, 
upon the whole, greater than from that applied to 
agriculture, for instance, or to commerce; and ma- 
ny ruinous speculations have been entered into, 
solely from omitting to take into account the 
multiplicity of failures, which balance the ca- 
sual successes, and necessarily reduce the pro- 
fits to the ordinary level. Even, however, if this 
uncertainty were not characteristic and inherent 
in the nature of mining, still, like every other 
branch of industry, it could not long continue to 
yield extraordinary profits ; since, if capital were 
more productively bestowed on mines than on 
other employments, it would be speedily with- 
drawn firom those other emjdoyments, and ap- 
plied to mining speculations, until competition 
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had lowered the profits to the usual stand- 
ard. This being inevitably the case^ it fol- 
lows, whatever view we take, that a miner, 
who borrows the capital of others to enable him 
to proceed widi his speculations, is situated pre- 
cisely as a farmer or a merchant, who incurs 
debt to carry on his business ; and although 
there be a sort of imaginary wealth attaching to 
the idea of a mine, the miner will imdoubtedly 
find just as much difficulty in shaking off the en^ 
cumbrance of debt, as either the merchant or the 
fiurmer. In practice, however, this leads to no 
bad effect, but, on the contrary, as might easily be 
shown, the present state of the mines in Chili is, 
perhaps, upon the whole, the most favourable for 
the production of national wealth. 

The English capitalist, in the case described, 
might, of course, have made a bargain apparently 
better, and agreed, for example, not to receive the 
copper for more than nine or ten dollars, instead 
of eleven ; but his principal object was to set 
competition quite at defiance, and by concluding 
such a bargain only as produced moderate profits, 
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secure the whole produce of the mine permanent- 
ly, by making it the miner'^s interest to go along 
with him. Such a principle is quite foreign to the 
practice and ideas of the native habilitador, who, 
notwithstandingthe great alteration both in theex- 
tent and advantages of the trade, cannot submit to 
smaller though more certain pofits. In process of 
time he must no doubt consent to do so, as he 
has already been obliged to do in part; but in the 
meanwhile, the more active foreign capitalist has 
stepped in and displaced him. 

The advantage which the merchant derives from 
securing, in this manner, the. constant produce of 
the numerous mines similarly at his command^ 
consists in his being thus enabled to act as an 
agent for the commercial houses of the capital* 
The manner in which this branch of trade is car- 
ried on is as follows. Goods are sent from Eng- 
land or Calcutta, adapted to the Chilian market, 
and consigned to British or American merchants 
resident in Santiago. The returns for these goods 
can be made at present only by bills, in specie, or 
in copper. If this last be decided upon, the 
'consignee at Santiago writes to his correspondent 
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at Coquimbo, the British merchant alluded to 
above, telling him, that on such a day a ship 
will call on the coast for so many quintals of 
copper, and authorizing him to purchase at a cer* 
tain price, and to draw bills upon Santiago to the 
required amount. All that the Coquimbo mer- 
chant has to attend to, is to see that a sufficient 
stock of copper be ready by the appointed day. 
To enable him to do this at all times without risk 
of failure, it is essential to possess the complete 
command of many hundreds of mines. His me- 
thod of acquiring such influence has been detail- 
ed ; but to enable him to carry his plan into efc 
feet on an extensive scale, he must have capital 
to work with, and this is accordingly fiimished 
by the various credits which the Santiago mer- 
chalits supply him with from time to time. 

Thus, by a beautiful system of interchange of 
advantages, the benefits of unrestricted commerce 
are rendered very apparent. The European ot 
East Indian merchant receives a valuable return 
cargo for his goods ; the population of Chili are 
suppliedat low prices with articles which they want, 
but cannot produce at home ; the consignee hav- 
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ing made the required remittance, and charged his 
comndssioii, makes a fiurther profit on the retail 
distribution of the imported cargo ; the agent 
at Coquimbo, besides gaining by the sale of his 
copper, acquired in the manner ahready described, 
gets a per centage on the transaction ; and last- 
ly, the produce of the mine is enhanced in value 
to its owner, while the expences of all his opera- 
tions are reduced. 

Such manifest advantages have naturally di- 
rected more capital to this productive source of 
wealth ; and fresh mines are opening on ev^ 
hand, under the genial influence of the new sys- 
tem. As the increased supply may be expected 
to lower the price, a more extensive use of the 
article will inevitably follow, which will be suc- 
ceeded, in due order, by a greater demand. All 
this, however, it is important to observe, is new, 
and the exclusive result of the recent changes. 
Its successM progress has also been most essen- 
tially promoted by the good sense of the Chilian 
government, who have left every branch of the 
subject entirely to itself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
LIMA, 

CHANGE FKODUCED BY THE REVOLUTION'^SUBSEQUENT 
EVENTS IN LIMA—- CHARACTSa OP SAN MARTIN. 

OuB stay at Lima, upon this occasion, was 
short, but very interesting. We arrived on the 
9th of December 1821, and sailed on the 17th 
of the same month. In the interval of four 
months, which had elapsed since we left Peru, 
the most remarkable change had taken place 
in the aspect of affairs. The flag of Spain had 
been struck on the Castle of Callao ; the hai^ 
hour, which we had left blockaded by an enemy, 
was now open and free to all the world; and, 
instead of containing merely a few dismantled 
ships of war, and half a dozen empty merchant 
vessels, was crowded with ships unloading rich 
cargoes ; and the bay, to the distance of a mile 
from the harbour, was covered with others wait- 
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ing for room to land their merchandise. On 
shore all was bustle and activity. The people had 
no longer leisure for jealousy ; and, so far from 
eyeing us with hatred and distrust, hailed us as 
fiiends ; and, for the first time, we landed at Cal- 
lao without apprehension of insult. The officers 
of the Chilian expedition, whose appearance, 
formerly, would have created a sanguinary tu- 
mult, were now the most important and popular 
persons in the place, and on perfectly finendly 
terms with the very people whom we well remem- 
bered to have known their bitterest, and, as 
they swore, their irreconcileable foes. It is true 
there is nothing new in this degree of political 
versatiKty, but it is still curious to witness the 
facility, and total unconcern, with which the sen- 
timents of a whole town are at once reversed, 
when it suits their interest. As the popula- 
tion of Callao depend for subsistence entire- 
ly upon the port being open, their anger had 
formerly been strongly excited against the Chi- 
lians who had shut it up, . and thereby brought 
want of employment, and consequent distress 
upon the people. But now the Independent 
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party had hot only restored the biisiiiess of 
the port, but augmented it much beyond its for- 
mer extent. The inhabitants of Callao, therefore, 
whose interest alone, quite independent of any 
speculative opinions, regulated their political 
feelings, were in raptures with the new order of 
thills. 

In the capital, also, a gpreat change was visible. 
The times, indeed, were still far too unsettled to 
admit of ease, or of confidence in the society. 
The ancient masters of the city were gone, its 
old government overturned, its institutions, and 
many of its customs, were changed, but, as yet, 
nothing lasting had been substituted ; and, as cir- 
cumstances were varying every hour,no new haHts 
had as yet been confirmed. In appearance, also, 
everything was difierent : instead of the formal 
dilatory style of doing business that prevailed in 
former days, all was decision and activity ; even 
the stir in the streets looked to our eyes quite out 
of Peruvian character ; the shops were filled with 
British ' manu&ctured goods ; the pavement was 
thronged with busy merchants of all natiotis, to 
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die exclusion of those groupn c£ indolent Span- 
iards, who, with their segars in their mouths, and 
wrapped in their cloaks, were wont, in bygone 
days, to let the world move on at its own fdeasure, 
careless what turned up, so that it cost, them no 
trouble. The population appeared, to oiir eyes, 
increased in a wonderfiil degree ; and the loaded 
carts and mules actually blocked up the ihorough- 
fiures. 

While viewing all this, the probable result be- 
came a curious but intricate subjectfcr speculation. 
That evaitual good will spring out of the increas- 
ed knowledge and power of free action which the 
recent changes have introduced, there can be no 
sort of doubt ; but in what manner it mi^ be 
modified, and when or how brought about ; into 
what state, in short, the government may settle 
at last, cannot, as I conceive, be predicted. In 
the midst, however, of the great confiision and 
uncertainty which prevail in these countries, it 
is satis&ctory to think, that, in every variety of 
aspect under which they can be viewed, there is 
none in which the advantages of firee trade are 
not likely to be insisted on by the people, who 
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liave acquired, with wonderful quickn^n^ a clear 
4ind comprehensive yiew of the subject, as con^ 
tiradistinguished from the andent system of re^ 
striction. There needs no time, indeed, nor edu- 
cation, to teach]peoj^ of every dass the direct 
benefits of having a large and constant supj^ 
of useful merchandise at low prices; and al- 
though the means of purchase, and the dispo- 
sition to spend capital, in that way, must be 
greatly increased by the establishment of a steady 
government, yet, even in the most ill-regulated 
and unsettled state of public afPairs, there wiU al- 
ways be found, in those coimtries, extensive means 
to make adequate commercial returns. It is not, as 
I qoncdlve, any defect of means to pay for import- 
ed goods that is to be apprehended, but rather the 
absence of those wants, tastes, and expensive ha- 
bits, the hope of gratifying which in every coun^ 
try is the surest stimulus to industry. The min« 
ing and agricultural resources of South America 
are very great, as we already know, even under 
tbe unfavourable drcumstances of the andent 
system ; and, from all we have seen of late yearsi 
it is highly improbable, that, with the worst form 
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of government likely to be estaUished, these re- 
sources will be less productive than heretofore. 
The desire to enjoy the luxuries and com&rts, 
now, for the first time, jdaced within reach of the 
inhabitants, is, perhaps, the feeling most general- 
ly diffused amongst them, and would be the 
least easily controlled, or taken away. Perhaps 
the wish for independence is, at this moment, a 
still stronger emotion, but it is not yet so exten- 
sively felt as the other : to the great massx>f the 
people, the abstract idea, standing alone, is quite 
unintelligible; but, when associated with the 
practical advantages we have been speaking of, 
it acquires a distinctness unattainable by other 
means. Had the Spaniards, some years ago, been 
judicious enough to concede a firee commerce 
to the colonies, there can be little doubt, that, 
although they would, by that means, have invo- 
. limtarily sown the seeds of fiiture political 
freedom, they might have put off what they con. 
sidered the evil day, to a much later period ; and 
the cry for Independence, now so loud and irre- 
sistible, might not yet have been heaxd in South 
America. 
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It may be remembered,, that when we left Peru 
cm the lOth' of August, Greneral San Martin 
had entered Lima and declared himself Protec- 
tor ; but that CaUao still held out, and, as long as 
this was the case, the Independent cause remaiiled 
in imminent hazard. San Martin, therefore, em- 
ployed every means of intrigue to reduce the cas- 
tle, as he had no military force competent to its 
r^ular investment. It was supposed, that in pro- 
cess of time he would have succeeded in starving 
the garrison into terms ; but on the 10th of Sep- 
teinber, to the surprise of every one, a large Span- 
ish force from the interior marched past Lim^ 
and entered Callao. San Martin drew up his 
army in front of the capital as the enemy passed, 
but did not choose to risk an engagement. The 
Spaniards remained but a few days in Callao, and 
then retired to the interior for want of provisions, 
carrying off the treasure which had been deport- 
ed in the castle. As they repassed Lima ano- 
ther of^rtunity was afforded for attacking them, 
but San Martin declined to take advantage of 
whAt the officers of the army, and many other 
persons, conceived a most &vourable moment fdr 
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gaiiiing an important adTMiti^ orer the Royair 
ists. A great outcry was in consequence raised 
by all parties against bim, on account of this 
apparent apathy, and his loss of popularity may 
b^said to take its date fixmi that hour. 

The fortress of Gallao, neverdieless, surrender- 
ed to San Martin a few days afterwards, and with 
this he declared himself satifitied. Being all along 
certain a( gaining this most important olgect, by 
which the independence of the country was to 
be sealed, he £d not conceive it advisaUe to 
bring the enemy to action. It is asserted, in- 
deed, l^ tajmy who were present, that San Mar* 
tin^s army was much superior in numbers to that 
of Canterac, the Spanish general; but his friends, 
while they admit this^ assert, that it was at the 
sune time necessarily defective in discipline and 
experience, since more than two-thirds of the 
original expedition had sunk under the efiPects of 
ike climate at Huaura^ and the new levies con- 
sisted of raw troc^Ms recently collected from the 
hills, and the surrounding countries. Cante- 
rac^s army, on the other hand, consisted entirely 
of veterans^ long exercised in the wars of Upper 
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Peru. Sftn Mactin, th^efoce, ihouglit it better 
to make sure of the castle^ than to risk the whote 
cause upon the doubtful and irremediable issue of 
one engagiranent. With Callao-in their possession, 
and the sea open, the Patriots could never be 
driven out of Peru. But the slightest mflitary re- 
verses at that momoit must have turned the tide at 
once, the Spaniards would have retaken JA- 
ma, and the independence of the country mi^ 
have been indefinitely retarded. 

13ih Dec.^^l went this morning to the palace 
to breakfast with the Protector, and to see a curi- 
ous mummy which had been brought the day b&- 
fiare from a Peruvian village to the northward of 
Ldma. The figure was that of a man seated on 
the gr<nmd, with his kness almost touching his 
chin, his elbows pressed to his sides, and his 
hands clasping his cheek-bones. His mouth was 
half open, exposing a double row of fine teeth. 
The body, though shrivelled up in a remarkaUe 
manner, had aU the appearance of a man, the 
ddn being entire except on one shoulder. In the 
countenance Uiere was an expression of agony 
very distinctly marked. The tradition with re« 
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spect to this and other similar bodtes is, tha^ at 
the time of the conquei^ many of the Incas and 
their fiunilies were persecuted to sudi a degree, 
that they actually-allowed themselves to be bi- 
ried aUve rather Aan submit to the fate with 
which the Spaniards threatened them. They 
have generally been found in the posture above 
deBcribed, in pits dug more than twelve feet deep 
in the sand ; whereas the bodies of persons known 
to have died a natural death are invariably dis- 
covered in the regular bur3rii^-places of the In^ 
dians, stretched out at fiill length. Thare was 
seated near the same E^t a female figure with a 
child ia her arms. The female had crumbled in^ 
to dust on exposure to the air, but the child, 
which was shown to us, was entire. It was wrap- 
ped in a cotton doth woven very neatly, and com- 
posed of a variety of brilliant colours, and all 
quite fresh. Parts of the cloth also which the fe- 
male figure had worn were equally perfect, and 
the fibres quite stroi^. These bodies were dug 
up in a part of the Country where rain never ialls, 
an4^ where the sand, consequently, is so perfectly 
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dry as to cause an absorption of mmsture so ra^ 
pid, that putrefaction does not t^e place. 

The male figure was sent to England in the 
Conway, and is now in the British Museum. 
' About this time a great sensation was excited 
among the English, as wdl as the majority of the 
inhabitants of Lima, by the arrest and imprison- 
ment of an old Spaniard, who had possessed for 
many years the highest influence over every class 
of sodety ; a power which he owed, not so much 
to his extensive wealth, as to his talents and know- 
ledge, and amiable disposition. As a man of bu- 
siness, he held the highest reputation for probi- 
ty, liberality, and perseverance. Of his enter- 
prise it will be sufficient to state, ihat he was the 
first man in South America who. sent to England 
for steam-engines ; and he had actually erected 
them at one of the mines in the interior, at the 
distance of several hundred miles from the ca^tal. 
He was a most accomplished traveller, had visited 
great part of the world, and spcke and wrote 
[^Jnglish, and several other European languages, 
with great facility and c(»rectness. Long be- 
fore the attack was made on Lima, . he had. 
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in vain, exerted all his influence lo pevail upon 
the goYemment to opetk the port to free trade, 
which event he promised would not only win the 
confidence and hearty suj^rt of the people, but 
would supply the treasury with means of resisting 
the enemy, should an kiYasi(m be threatened* 
His advice, however, was overruled by the body 
of merchants, who possessed a dose monopcdy of 
ike commerce of Peru, and who could not be in- 
duced by any considerations to yield the smallest 
portion of their exdunve privil^esv It signified 
nothing to prove to them that, without commerce, 
Acre could be no receipt of dudes, and without 
receipts, the treasury must remain in a state inade** 
quate to povide means of resistance, when the con- 
test should arise. All such patriotic views wereab- 
florbedin the selfishness of a monopoly^ which could 
bear no modification: the united influence of these 
merchants prevailed, and the measure proposed 
l^ this sagadous individual was not adopted 
till long after it was too late; till Lord Cochrane 
had Uockaded the port, and put an &id to com^ 
merce in that quarter, and San Martin had land- 
ed with his army to instigate theo^pressed popu- 

10 
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UiAusk to ameft their right to the advaatsges en* 
Joyed by every other part of SouA America. 
Thus these bigotted and obstmate people, by act^- 
kig und^ the influence of deqi^rooted prcgudices^ 
Afid narrow views of the real merits of commerce^ 
Bot <mly paved the way for the conquest of the 
colony, but in the end brought total ruin upon 
diemsdves. 

But although this idble and enlightened Sjumr 
iardViinfluoieewas unequal to the task of opposing 
dfte mwiopolists with success, and of affording go^ 
vemment tJie pecuniary means of defending the 
country, it will easily be understood that a man of 
Us extensive views, tdents, knowledge, and wealth , 
must have possessed great consequence in a so« 
etety constituted like that of Lipia. His influx 
eace, indeed, extended from the palace to the 
lowest hovel ; he was the companion and the coun^ 
adlor of the highest, the comforter and protector 
of the most wretched; and he was the friend of 
ail strangers, to idiom his hospitable doors were 
always open. Not a mortal in Lima could 
act without his advice; a word or two with 
him was essential to every project, great or 
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small; his house was constantly besieged by croiwds, 
and whenerer he walked along the streets he was 
arrested at every comer by applicants. 

With all this importance attached to him, he 
had not a spark of presumption : in his manners 
he was simple and unaffected ; he was always in 
good hiunour; always saw the bright side of 
things ; made the most of the good, and promised 
that the bad would mend: his heart was open to 
eyery generous impression, and it was impossible 
not to feel in his presence something of that in^ 
voluntary, but entire respect, which we pay to 
taste and excellence in the other sex. 
. But when San Martin entered Lima, a new 
orckr of things took place. This vigorous chief 
w«tted no adviser ; he directed everything him- 
sdf, and, with the decision of a soldier, admitted 
no appeals ; he swept whole classes away, esta- 
blished new laws and institutions, and entirely 
altered the general aspect of society. All stran« 
gers were admitted to the port, and were invited 
to establish themselves in the capital without re* 
serve or restriction, and every one being allowed 
perfect liberty of action, there was no need of itt«> 
1 
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fluence or management, and our excellent Msad^s 
occupation yib8 gone. He was no longer sought 
for at the palace, nor chased in the streets, nor 
blockaded in his house. During the siege 'o£ 
Lima, ^id while its fall was still doubtfolj 
his good-will had been sedulously courted by the 
Patriots ; but when the conquest was complete, 
his support was of less moment, imd the old man, 
&llen from his high estate, had not f(»rbearance 
enoi^h to conceal his chagrin, and, probably, m 
0(myersatk)n, expressed himself indiscreetly widi 
respect to the reigning powers. Be this as it 
may, the first opportunity was taken advantage of 
to' give him a lesson of prudence. Two friars 
ealled upon him one mortiing, saying, they had 
come from that part of the country whore his 
mines lay, then occupied by the Spanish forces. 
They gave out that they were bearers of a mes- 
sage from the Viceroy, that, imless he sent b^ 
correct information respecting the state of Lima, 
his steam-engines and other works should all be 
destroyed. He endeavoured to get rid of these 
friars without committing himself, by giving 
them the intelligence they wanted, but ihey de- 
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dared, that they conld not ventinre to tetarn with* 
out 8<Hnethuig to proYe they had actually seen and 
ecmversed with hun. At hut, one of them took up 
n book with his name upon it, and said that it would 
serve as a voucher, and he unwittingly allowed 
them to take it away. The friaiB, who were ar^ 
restedin thecourseofthe same day, with Ae book 
in their possession, were, at first, treated $b spies, 
and it was expected they would be hanged on thi 
spot ; but, to the surprise of every one, they were 
both released, and the old Spaniard alone imprison^ 
ed. This gave rise to the belief, that they had 
been employed merely to entrap our incauti<ms 
friend. It was soon known that he was to be tried 
by a military commission, and alarm and distress 
spread from one end of Lima to the other: indeed, 
had the public sentiment been less universally ex- 
pressed in his fiivour, the old man would, in all pro- 
bability, have been put to death, for the purpose of 
striking terror into the minds of all the remaining 
Spaniards, and inducing them to leave the coun* 
try. 

While he was still in confinement, I went 
one day to visit him, as soon as the inter. 
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di^ against visitors was rattored. He was as 
eheerfiil as ever, though wdQ aware of his danger. 
The room in whkh he was confined was hung 
round with oM pictures, amongst which was one 
ef St Francis by Velasquez, which he had been 
tirying to purchase from the friars, in the hope 
diat I would accept it, and hang it up in my 
ship. It was thus that his thoughts were always 
more. employed in seeking means to oblige other 
people, than in attending to his own concerns, an 
mdiscretion to which, perhaps, he owed his ruin. 
In the end this excellent old man was re- 
leased from prison, but was ever afterwards watch- 
ed with a jealoua eye, and when the great perse- 
cution commenced against the Spaniards in the 
beginning of 1822, he was banished, and his pKV 
perty was confiscated. Such unmerited Daisfor* 
tune never befel a more worthy man, and his is 
one of the innumerable cases, wh^e we had the 
means of knowing correctly how severely and un- 
justly the effects of the revolution were some- 
times directed. In ordinary revolutions, the 
crudity and injustice generally result from lawless 
and tumultuous assemblages of people, and such 
is the natural and looked for consequence of plac- 
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ing power in the hands of inexperienced men. 
But in South America these political conyulsions 
have, with few exceptions, been kept under a cerr 
tain degree of control, and have generally been 
directed by men having reasonable and praise- 
worthy objects in view. Nevertheless, in every pos- 
sible case, a revcdution is necessarily a great tempo- 
rary evil, and mustalwayshave itsfull share of crim,e 
and sorrow : private feelings, interests, and rights, 
must on such occasions take their chance of being 
swept away by the torrent of innovation, and of 
being sacrificed, somedmestopuUic policy, ^id not 
unfrequently, perhiqis, to individual ill-will, ava- 
rice, or ambition. That things in South Ameri* 
ca can ever, by any chance, revert to the melan- 
choly state they formerly were in, is impossiUe ; 
that they will, upon the whole, improve, is equal- 
ly manifest ; but, in the meanwhile, notwithstand- 
ing this conviction, it is difficult, when on the 
spot, to see only the good, and to shut our eyes 
to the sufferings which the .country is exposed to, 
in its present fiery ordeal. 

14ith. — In the evening there was a play, but 
the people we had been wont to see there before 
the Revolution were all gone, and their places oc- 
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cuped by Chilian officers, and by English, Ame- 
rican, and French merchants, together with num- 
berless pretty Limenas, a race who smile on all 
parties alike. The actors were the «ame, and 
the play the same, but everythiftg else, dress, 
manners, language, were different ; even the in- 
v^rate custom of smoking in the theatre had 
been abolished by a public decree. 

SiAnday^ 16th Dec, — The ceremony of insti- 
tuting the Order of the Sun took place on this day 
in the palace. 

San Martin assembled the officers and civilians 
who were to be admitted members of the order, 
in one of the oldest halls of the palace. It was a 
long, narrow, antique room, with a dark wains- 
eotting covered over with gilt ornaments, carved 
cornices, and fantastic tracery in relief along the 
roof. The floor was spread with rich Gobelin ta- 
p^try ; and on each idde was ranged a long line 
of sofiM, and high-backed arm-chairs with gild- 
ed knobs, cmrved woric roimd the arms and 
ftet, and purple velvet covering on the seats. 
The windows, which were high, narrow, and grat- 
ed fike these of a prison, looked into a large 
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square court thiddy planted widi oranges, gua- 
vaS) and other fruit trees of the country, kept 
fresh and cool,, by four fountains playing in die 
angles. Over the tops of the trees, between die 
steeples of the convent of San Francisco, could 
be seen the tops of the Andes caj^ed in clouds; 
Such was the great audience hall of the Viceroys 
of Peru. 

San Martin sat at the top of the room, before 
an immense mirror, with his ministers on the 
right and left. The President of the Council, at 
the other end of the hall, invested' the several 
knights with their ribands and stars; but the 
Protector himself administered the obligation on 
honour, by which they were bound to maintain 
the dignity of the order, and the independence 
of the country. 

After a very busy and amusing visit of a week, 
during which our attention was constantly oocu<- 
pied by the multiplicity and variety of the ob- 
jects in this renovated capital, we sailed, with <hv 
ders to visit the coast of South America, as fiur 
as the Isthmus of Panama; thence to proceed 
along the shores of Mexico, whidi are washed by 



Digitized-by VjOOQIC 



BIMA. B3 

the Pacific, calling at the various ports by the 
way, and then to return to Peru and Chili. Cir- 
cumstances occurred to prevent the completion 
of this plan, and to render it necessary for me to 
repass Cape Horn, without again visiting the 
western coast. I cannot, therefore, from personal 
observation, or from inquiry on the spot, give any 
detail of the interesting and important events 
which took place subsequent to our departure. 
The following brief sketch, however, wiU serve to 
wind up the various accounts already given. The 
facts, I am confident, are correctly stated ; but 
to reason upon them to any usefril purpose is a 
difficult task, and one which I am not prepared 
to undertake. Few persons in England have 
succeeded in acquiring any distinct conception of 
South American poHtics, from the accounts given 
in the newspapers, or other publications, upon 
the subject ; and they may derive some consola- 
tion from learning, that even those who have been 
on the spot, and know all the parties concerned, find 
very considerable difficulty in getting at the truth. 
Even with the assistance of trust-worthy corre- 
spondents, and facilities of reference to authentic 
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in arranging their information, so as to estimate, 
correctly, the merits of the great questions, ivhich 
are to settle the fate of the country. An xm* 
prejudiced and connected narratiye, written by 
an impartial eye-witness, is the only remedy for 
this evil. The field of view, indeed, is so im^ 
mensely extensive, so remote firom us, and so 
crowded with new objects, and the information 
we receive has to pass through such an atmo- 
sphere of prejudice and selfishness, and comes to 
us at such irregular intervals, that it is almost out 
of the question for any one, not on the spot, to 
possess adequate means of forming a correct judg-^ 
ment of what is passing in South America. 

In August 1821, as has been stated, San Mar* 
tin became self-elected Protector of Peru : after 
this he proceeded steadily in recruiting and disci* 
plining his army, and in reforming the local abuses 
in the administration of afiairs, and in preparing 
a provisional statute by which the government 
was to be administered, until the permanent 
constitution of the state should be established. 
Having business to transact at Truxillo, a sea- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MONTEA6UDO. 86 

port town to the northward of Lima, he ap- 
pconted the Marquis of. Torre Tagle as supreme 
delegate in his absence. The person, however, es- 
sentially charged with the executive administra- 
tion was Don Bernardo Monteagudo, a very able 
man and a most zealous Patriot, but who, besides 
being unpopular in his manners, was a bitter ene- 
my to the whole race of old Spaniards. After a 
short absence San Martin returned, yet he did not 
ostensibly resume the reins of govemment,nor live 
in the palace, but retired to La Magdalena, his 
country house, at a short distance from Lima. 

Towards the end of the year 1821, a decree 
was published, ordering every unmarried Spaniard 
to leave the country, and to forfeit half his pro- 
perty ; and, within a few months afterwards, this 
decree was extended to married men also. Upon 
one occasion, no less than four hundred Span- 
iards, of the first ftunilies, and the most wealthy 
persons in Lima, were forcibly taken from their 
bouses and marched on foot to Callao, surround*, 
ed by guards, and followed by their wives and 
children, of whom they were not allowed to take 
l^ve, before they were thrust on board a vessel. 
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which sailed immediately, with them to Chili. 
Though, by the original decree, only one-half of 
the property of Spaniards was confiscated, it was 
soon altered to the whole; and, in July 1822, 
. the ruin of the old Spaniards was complete. The 
maimer, also, in which this persecution was car- 
ried on, is said to have been unfeeling and ill- 
judged : the most insulting decrees were publish- 
ed, such as, ^^ That no Spaniard should wear a 
doak, lest he should conceal weapons^— -^< That 
they should never be seen out of doors after the 
yespers^— ^^ That no more than two should be 
seen together;^ and, it is even said, a Spanish 
woman was once actually put in the pillory for 
speaking disrespectftilly of the Patriot cause. 

The whole of thaie arUtrary measures wefe 
carried into effect during the nominal administra- 
tion of Torre Tagle ; and it was generally be- 
lieved, that their offensive and cruel executicm 
originated with the prime minister Monteagudo. 
But if they be in themselves unjustifiable, and 
deserve the imputation of tyranny, it will not 
avail San Martinis firiends to say they were the 
acts of another; for he was notoriously the 
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main-spring of the whole government, nor would 
he himself seek to escape censure by any such 
subterftige. 

In May the Patriot army under General 
Tristan, sent by San Martin against the Span- 
iards, was defeated; still he remained inactive. 
In July he left Lima for Guayaquil, where he 
had an interview with Bolivar. During his ab- 
sence the people of Lima, irritated by the arbi- 
trary proceedings of the minister Monteagudo, 
forcibly deposed, imprisoned, and afterwards ba- 
nished him to Panama. A new minister was 
chosen by the supreme delegate, and confirmed 
in his appointment by San Martin on his re- 
turn from Guayaquil, from whence he sailed 
in August with a body of troops ftimished by 
Bolivar. 

The Sovereign Constituent Congress, consist- 
ing of Representatives, elected by the different 
liberated provinces, had been several times con^ 
voked, but as often prorogued ; till at length, San 
Martin, to the surprise of many persons who be- 
lieved he was aiming at permanent power, com- 
plied with the general wish of the people, and 
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actually assembled the deputies on the 20th of 
September. He then immediately resigned into 
their hands the supreme authority which he had as- 
sumed a year before ; and the eongress^ in return, 
dected him, by unanimous decree, generalissimo 
of the armies in Peru. But he resolutely declined 
receiving more than the mere title, which he con- 
sented to accept as a mark of the approbation and 
confidence of the Peruvians ; declaring that, in 
his opinion, his presence in Peru in command ot 
the forces was inconsistent with their authority. 
The f(^owing is a translation of the answer which 
he made to the congress, on their invitation to 
him as generalissimo^ 

" At the close of my public life, after having 
resigned into the hands of the august Congress 
of Peru the supreme authority of the state, no- 
thing could have flattered me so much as the so- 
lemn expression of your confidence in naming me 
generalissimo of the natbnal forces by sea and 
land, whidi I have just received by a deputa- 
tion from your house. I have had the honour to 
signify my profound gratitude to those who made 
me this communication, and I have since had the 
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satis&ctioii to accept the title alone, because it 
marks your approbation of the brief services whidi 
I have rendered to this country. 

*^ But, not to act as a traitor to my own feelings, 
and the best interests of the nation, allow me to 
state, that a painfiil and long course of experience 
has taught me to foresee, that the distinguished 
rank to which you wish to raise me, far from 
being useful to the nation, were I to exercise the 
authority, would only frustrate your own inten- 
tions, by alarming the jealousy of those who are 
anxious for complete liberty ; and by dividing the 
opinion of the people, would diminish that confi- 
dence in your decisions, which nothing but com- 
plete independence can inspire. My presence in 
Peru, considering the authority I lately possessed, 
and the power I should still retain, is inconsist-* 
ent with the moral existence of your sovereign 
body, and with my own opinions ; since no pru- 
dence, nor forbearance, on my part, will keep off 
the shafts of malevolence and calumny. 

^^ I have frdfilled the sacred promise which I 
made to Peru : I have witnessed the assembly of 
its representatives. The enemy''s force threatens 
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the independence of no place that wishes to be 
firee, imd possesses the means of being so. A 
numerous army^ under the direction of warlike 
chiefs, is ready to march in a few days to put an 
end to the war. Nothing is left for me to do, 
but to offer you my sincerest thanks, and to pro- 
mise, that if the liberties of the Peruvians shall 
ever be attacked, I shall claim the honour of ac- 
companying them, to defend their freedom like a 
citizen.'' 

The congress were either unwilling, or affect- 
ed to be unwilling, that San Martin should view 
their offer in this light, and wrote to entreat him 
to take the actual command of the armies, quot* 
ing, in their letter, his own expression in his adr 
dress to them on their meeting, where he says, 
^* The voice of the sovereign authority of the na- 
tion shall always be listened to with respect by 
San Martin, as a citizen of Peru, and be obeyed 
by him, as the first soldier of liberty." 

This appeal, however, did not change the opi^ 
nions which San Martin had formed on the oc- 
casion ; and having issued the following proclama- 
tion^ he went to Callao, embariced in his yacht, 

4 
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and immediately sailed for Chili, leaving the Pe- 
nivians, as they had wished, to the management 
of the congress they had themselves elected. 

« PROCLAMATION. 

*^ I have witnessed the declaration of the inde- 
pendence of Chili and Peru ; I hold in my hand 
the standard which Pizarro brought over to en- 
clave the emjore of the Incas ; I have ceased to 
be a public man, and thus are repaid to me, with 
t^t^ry, (con usura,) ten years spent in revolution 
and war. 

^^My promises to the countries in which I made 
war are fiilfilled — I give them independence, and 
leave them the choice of their government. 

** The presence of a fortunate soldier, however 
disinterested he be, is dangerous to newly consti- 
tuted states ; on the other hand, I am disgusted 
with hearing that I wish to raise myself to the 
throne. Nevertheless, I shall always be ready to 
make the utmost sacrifice for the liberties of the 
country, but in the character of a private indivi- 
dual, and in no other, (en clase de simple particu- 
lar, y no mas.) 
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" With respect to my public conduct, my coun- 
trymen, as usual, will be divided in opinion ; their 
diildren will pronoimce the true verdicts 

^^ Peruvians ! I leave you the national repre- 
sentation established ; if you repose implicit con- 
fidence in them you will surely triumph : — ^if not, 
anarchy will swallow you up. 

" God grant that success may preside over 
your destinies, and that you may reach the sum- 
mit of felicity and peace. 

« Dated in the Free City, (Pueblo Libre,) 
<< 20th September 1822. 

(Signed) " Jose de San Maetin."* 

The sovereign congress, thus left to themselves, 
appointed a governing junta of three experienced 
men. They also passed an immense number of 
decrees to little or no purpose, and everything 
very soon went into utter conftision under their 
guidance. Indeed, the greater number of the 
deputies were uninformed men, who knew lit^ 
tie of the science of legislation. In November 
1822, an expedition sailed from Lima for the 
south coast ; but in January 1823, shortly after 

4 
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landing, they were completely beaten. This dis- 
aster was followed by general discontent, and in 
February, the sittings of the congress were sus- 
pended by Rivaaguero the President, who subse* 
quently dissolved them in a summary, and, as it 
was said, a most imconstitutional manner. 

The Royal troops soon took advantage of the 
imbecility of the Patriots, who were without a 
leader ; and in June 1823 General Canterac re^ 
entered Lima, and having driven the Patriots 
into Callao, remained about a fortnight, levying 
contributions of money and goods on the helpless 
inhabitants of the capital. 

While these ruinoua proceedings were going 
on in Peru, Bolivar was bringing the war in Co- 
lombia to a close, and foreseeing, that, if the af- 
fairs of Lima were not put into better train, the 
Spaniards would in a short time re-establish 
their authority, and probably shake the power of 
the Indepaidents in Colombia, he resolved to 
proceed to Peru with a considerable force. The 
Spaniards retired again to the interior on Boli- 
var^s approach, and as we learn that he has been 
well seconded by the Chilian government, who 
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sent a fresh, expedition under Geiwral O^Higgin% 
there is reason to believe, that the war may soon 
be put an end to, and this last spot, over which 
the SpMuards have any control^ be rendered in^ 
dependent. 

As the character and conduct of San Martin 
have been made the subject of a controversy into 
which for mimy reasons I am unwilling to enter, 
I shall merely state what are the leading^points 
in this discussion ; the real merits of which cannot, 
for the present, as I conceive, be folly under- 
stood at this distance from the spot. 

The first charge made against him is his want 
of activity and energy in the conduct of the Peru- 
vian war ; the next, his despotic expulsion of the 
old Spaniards in Lima ; and lastly, his desertion 
of the Independent cause at a season of great 
danger and perplexity. 

With respect to the first of these charges, 
enough, perhaps, has already been said, both in 
describing the efiects, and in explaining the 
principles of his cautious and protracted system 
of revolutionizing, rather than of conquering the 
country. 
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The banishment and ruin of the Spaniards is 
justified by San Martin'^s friends on the ground 
^ the obstinate conduct of those individuals 
tfaemselyes, Tfho, it is asserted, resisted every at- 
tempt to engage them to co-operate cordially 
with the Patriots, and who persisted at all timet 
in intriguing for the restoration of the old autho- 
rity. It is ui^ed also by his adherents, that in 
Colombia and Mexico a similair degree of severi* 
ty towards the Spaniards has been found indis- 
pensable to the safety of the new governments ; 
in Chili, also, and in Buenos Ajrres, the same 
|K>licy has been considered necessary, 'though, as 
their Revolutions were more gradually brought 
about, the banishment of the Spaniards has been 
accompanied by more moderation. 

"With respect to the popriety or impropriety 
of San Martinis leaving the Peruvians to be go- 
verned by the congress, unmded by him, it is 
difficult to speak decidedly, without more exact 
and extensive information on the subject than has 
yet been published. He never made any secret 
of his wish for retirement, and lost no opportuni- 
ty of declaring, both publicly and privately, his 
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intention of gratifying his inclinations as soon as 
the independence of Peru should be established. 
The question, therefore, seems to be, not whether 
he was justified in leaving the Peruvians at all, 
but if he has seized the proper moment for doing 
so. It is true, that he undertook te stand by, 
and protect Peru, when the sole charge was plac- 
ed in his hands ; but when the inhabitants, after 
a whole yearns reflection, thought fit to claim 
horn him the privilege of being governed by 
representatives chosen firom amongst themselves, 
he did not feel justified in refusing their demand ; 
yet, at the same time, he may not have considered 
himself at all called upon, as the subject of ano* 
ther state, to serve a country that no longer 
sought his protection, but which, on the contrary, 
felt compet^it to its own defence, and entided to 
an uninfluenced government ; which, he conceiv. 
ed, it could never possess while he was present. 

Viewing matters then as they now stand, or 
seem to stand, and reflecting on the character of 
San Martin, it is quite evident that he is a man 
not only of very considerable abilities both as a 
fioldi^ imd a statesman, but that he posse88eB9 in 
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•a xemarkftUe d^ree, the great and important 
quality of winning the regard, and commandiii^ 
Ae devoted services of other mai. To these 
high attributes he is indebted for the celebri^ 
he acquired by the conquest o£ Chili, and its 
solid estabUshment as a free state ; and, whatever 
may be said of his ktter conduct in Peru, he may 
safely lay claim to the hcmour of having paved 
the way for the liberation of that country also. 

These are no trifling servicesfor onemantohave 
performed; and if webelieve San Martin sincere in 
his desire for retirement, we shall have still more 
reason to respect that disinterested public spirit, 
and love of liberty, which could, for so many years, 
surmount every consideration of a private nature. 
It is so rare to see such powers as he unquestiona- 
bly possesses, united with a taste for domestic and 
retired life, that we are slow to believe him 
in earnest. If, however, that doubt be removed, 
and the above character be supposed fairly drawn, 
* we shall arrive at an explanation of his conduct, 
perhaps not far from the truth, by supposing him 
to have imagined, at the time he retired, that he 
had done enough, and that, consistently with his 
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teal character and feelings, be coiildbe of no iu]&> 
ther service to die Peruvians. 

This is stiUed neither as praise nor as blame^ 
but sunply as affording some explanation of a 
very curious historical event. Whether or not it 
would have been better for the cause of the 
South American Independence, had the chief 
actor been a man of a sterner nature, is another 
question entirely ; my sole otgect^ in this sketch, 
has been to draw as fiiithful and impartial a pic- 
ture as I possibly could of what htuB actually 
taken place. 
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CHAPTER X. 

COASTING VOYAGE. 

PAYTA — GUAYAQUIL — GALAFAOOS ISLANDS— PANAMA— 
ACAPULCO—- SAN BLAS— DE CALIFOENIA. 

On the 17th December 1821, we sailed from 
Callao Roads, and coasted along to the northward 
till the 20th, when we anchored off the town of 
Payta, a place celebrated in Anson's Voyage, as 
well as in the histories of the old Buccaneers. 

Lord Anson's proceedings, we were surprised 
to find, are still traditionally known at Payta; 
and it furnishes a curious instance of the effect 
of manners on the opinicms of mankind, to ohr 
serve that the kindness with which that sagacious 
officer invariably treated his Spanish prisoners, 
is, at the distitnce of eighty years, better known. 
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and more dwelt upon by the inliabitants c£ Payta, 
than the capture and destruction of the town. 

We had scarcely anchored, before the captain 
of the port came on board, accompanied by a 
person whom he chose to call an interpreter, but 
who, upon being put to the proof, was so drimk, 
as not to be able to articulate one word of any Ian- 
guage whatever. 

The heat is always considerable at Payta, and, 
as no rain fiills, the houses are slightly construct- 
ed of an open sort a£ basket-work, through which 
the air blows at all times ; the roofs, which are 
high and peaked, are thatched with leaves: 
some houses are plastered with mud, but, genOi* 
rally speaking, they are left open. After hav- 
ing examined die town, a party was made to 
visit the neighbouring hdgfats, from whence we 
could see nothing in any direction^ but one bleak, 
unbroken waste of barren sand. Our guide, who 
was rather an intelligent' man, expressed much ^ 
surprise at our assiduity in breaking the rocks, 
and at the care with which we wrapped up the 
specimens. He could not ocmceive any stone to 
be valuable that did not contain gold or silyer ; 
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and, suppogiiig that we laboured under some 
mistake as to the nature of the rocks, repeatedly 
assured us they were merely * piedra bruta,^ and 
of no sort of use. On returning through the 
town, we were attracted by the soimd of a harp, 
and, following the usage of the country, we en- 
tered the house. The family rose to give us 
their sei^s, and, upon learning that it was their 
music which had interested us, desired the harper 
to go on. After he had played some national 
Spanish airs, we asked him to let us hear a native 
tune ; but he mistook our meaning, and gave 
us, with considerable spirit, a waltz, which, not 
very long before, I had heard as a £sishionable air 
in London, — and here it was equally fashionable, 
at Payta, one c£ the most out of the way and 
least frequented spots in the civilized world. Of 
the tune they knew nothing, except how to play 
it : they had never heard its name, or that of 
the composer, or of his nation ; nor could they 
tell when, or by what means, it had come amongst 
them. 

While our boat was rowing fix>m the ship to 
the shore to take us on board, we stepped into a 
house, near the landing-place, where we were 
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hospitably received by a party of ladies asaem^ 
bled, as we stipposed, near the wharf, to have f 
better view of the strangers as they embarke^^; 
at least they seemed weU pleased with our yisit. 
Being nearly choked with the dust, I begaiv A? 
conversation by begging a glass of water ; upoB 
which one of the matrons pulled a key firom het 
pocket, and gave it to a youi^ lady, who^ carried 
it to the comer of the ro(»n, where; a lai^ jar wai; 
placed, and unlocking the metal lid,, measure^ 
ine out a sinall tumbler full of water ; after whidi 
she sectired the jar,and returned the bey to her mo- 
ther. This.extaraordinary economy of water arose 
from there not being a drop to be got nearer than 
three or four leagues, and as the supply,eyen at this 
distancie, was precarious, water At Payta was not 
only a necessary of life, but, as in a ship on a long 
voyage, was considered a luxury. This incident 
frimished a copious topic, and, on speaking pf 
the coimtry, we rejoiced to learn, that we had, at 
length, very nearly reached the northern limit of 
that mighty desert, along which we had been 
coasting ever since we left Coquimbo, a distance 
of sixteen hundred miles. 

We weighed as soon as the land wind began to 
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steal off ta ub, and steered along sbore* On the 
evening a£ the 22d December, we anchored off^ 
the oitrance of the Bay of Guayaquil, but, owing 
to the light winds and the ebb tide, it was not till 
the evening of the next day, the 24th of December, 
that we reached the entrance of the river. The 
westh^, in the day-time, was sultry and hot to 
an intolerable degree ; and, at night, the land 
breeze^ which resembled the air of an ovai, was 
very damp, and smelled strongly of wet leaved 
and other decaying vegetables. We anchored 
near a small village on the great island of Puna, 
which lies opposite to the mouth of the river, and 
presently afterwards a pilot came off to us, who, 
to our surpise, undertook to carry the ship up 
the river, as far as the town, in the course of the 
night. It was very dark, for there was no moon; 
not a soul in the ship had ever been here before ; 
but, as the pibt appeared to understand his 
business perfectly, I agreed to his * proposal, 
upon his explaining, that, during the greats 
part of the night, both wind and tide would be 
&vourable, but in the day-time, both were likely 
to be adverse. 

The nv& was, in general, broad and deep^ 
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tbough, at 8ome pUoes, there Were abrupt turn- 
logs, and many shoalsi which sometimes obliged 
us to keep so close to the banks, that it s^em* 
ed, in the dark, as if our yard-arms must get 
entangled with the branches of die trees, which 
grew down to the y^ waters edge. The wind 
was gentle but steady, and just enough, in such 
perfectly smooth ^ater, to keep the sails asfeep, 
as it is termed, when, in light winds, the sails do 
not flap against the mast 

By means of this ISsdnt air, and the tide toge- 
ther, we shot rapidly up the ri^er, threading our 
way, as it were, through the woods, which stood 
dark and still, like two vast black walls abng the 
banks of the stream. Men were placed by the 
anchor ; and all hands were at their staticms, rea- 
dy, at an instant^s warning, to perform any eyolu- 
tion ; not a word was spoken, except when the pi- 
lot addressed the helmsman, and received his re- 
ply ; not 'the least sound«was heard but the plash 
of the sounding lead, and the dripping of the dew 
from the rigging and sails <m the decks. The 
flood tide, which wehadcaughtjust at thetum on 
entering the river, served to carry us quite uf to 
die town, a distance of fprty nuks, and at four 
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o^dock, after passing the whde night in this wild 
and solemn scnrt of navigation, we anchored 
amongst the shipping off die dty. As the day 
broken the houses gradually became visible, pre- 
senting to the eye forms and proportions, which 
varied at evary moment, as fiesh light came in to 
dissipate the previous illusions. At length this 
old dty stood distinctly before us, in fine pictur- 
esque confusion. 

I had a letter of introduction to a gentleman 
who received me in the easy style c£ the country ; 
at once undertook to put us in die way of procuring 
fresh provisions and other supplies ; carried me to 
the govemor^sto pay the usual visit of ceremony, 
and afterwards offered to introduce my officers 
and myself to some families of his acquaintance. 
We were s<miewhat surprised, on entering the 
first house, to observe the ladies in immense 
hammocks made of a net work of strong grass, 
dyed of various colours, suspended from the roof, 
which was twenty feet high. Some of them were 
sitting, others reclining in their hammocks ; 
with their fiset, or, at least, one foot left 
hanging out, and so nearly touching the floor, 
that, when they pleased, they could reach it mih 
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{he toe, and by a gentle push give motion io the 
hammock. This family consisted of no less 
than.three generations : the grandmother lying 
at Aill length in a hammock suspended across 
one comer of the room, the mother seated in 
another, swinging from side to side; and three 
young ladies, her daughters, lounging in one ham^ 
mock attached to hooks along the length of the 
room. The whole party were swin^ng away at such 
a furious rate, that at first we were confounded and 
inade giddy by the variety of motions in different 
directions. We succeeded, however, in making 
good our passage to a sofiiat theftirther side of the 
room, though not without apprehension of being 
knocked over by the way. The ladies, seeing ua 
embarrassed, ceased their vibrations imtil the in- 
troductions had taken place, and then touching 
the floor with their feet, swung off iigain without 
any interruption to the conversation. 

We had often heard before of thefair complexion 
of die Guayaquilenas, but had fieoicied it was 
perely comparative. To our surprise, therefore, 
]re found these ladies quite as fair and clear in 
complexion as any Europeans : unlike the Span* 
iards also^ their eyes were Hue, and their hair of 

10 
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a light colour. The whole party maintaiiied the 
4;haracter tor pre-eminence in beauty, for wbieh 
Guayaquil is celebrated in all parts of South 
America : even the veneraUe grandmother pre- 
, served her looks in a degree rarely met with be- 
tween the tropics. This is die more remarkable, 
as Guayaquil Ues within little more than two de- 
grees south of the Equator ; and being on a level 
with the sea, is during the whole year excessive- 
ly hot. Some people ascribe the fairness of the wo- 
men,, and the wonderful permanence of their good 
looks, to the inoisture of the air ; the city liaving 
on one dde a^ great marsh, and on the oth&t a 
large river ; while the country, for nearly a hun- 
dred miles, is a continued level swamp, thickly 
covered with trees. But how this can act to in- 
vert the usual order of things, I have never heard 
any one attempt to exj^ain ; certain it is, that all 
the women we saw were fiur, and perfectly resem- 
bled, in this respect, those of cold climates. 
. At the next house, the most conspicuous per- 
iM)nage we encountered was a tall, gentlemanlike, 
rather pompous sort of person, dressed in a spot- 
ted linen wrapper, and green slippers, with his hair 
xnropped and frizzled after a very strange fashion. 
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His wife, a tall handsome woman, and Us daugh- 
ter, a grave pretty little freckled girl, as we thought 
of sixteen years of age, but actually only thirteen, 
were seated in a hammock, which, by the united 
efforts of their feet, was made to swing to a great 
height. In another very large hammock sat a 
beautiful little girl of five years of age, waiting 
impati^idy for some one to swing it about On 
a sofa, which was more than twenty feet long, 
sat two or three young ladies, daughters of the 
lady in the hammock, and several others, visi- 
tors, besides five or six gentlemen, several of 
whom were dressed, like the master of the house, 
in slippers and various coloured night-gowns of 
the lightest materials. 

On first entering the room, we were astounded 
by the amazing clatter of tongues speaking in tones 
so loud and shrill, and accompanied by such ani- 
mated stampings, and violent gesticulations, that 
we imagined there was a battle royal amongst the 
ladies. This, however, we were glad to find was a 
mistake, it being the £Etshi(m of the country to 
scream, or bawl rather than to speak in familiar 
conversation. 

Not long after we were seated, and just as 
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the war of tongues and attitudes was recom- 
meiscing, after the pause occasioned l^ the 
ceremony of presenting us ; another daughter, 
a young married lady, came tripping into the 
room, and with a pretty and mirthfiil expres* 
don of counteniEmce, and much elegance of man. 
ner, went round the company, and begged to 
be allowed to let £dl a few drops of lavender wa- 
tor oii their handkerdiiefii. To each person she 
addressed something appropriate in. a neat grace- 
ful way, beginning widi the strangers, to whom 
she gave a kind welcome, and hoped their stay 
would be long and i^reeahfe. She then retired 
amidst the plaudita of the company, who were de- 
lighted with the manner in which she had done 
the honours of the house : but she returned imme- 
diately, bringing with her a guitar, which she 
placed in the hands (^a young lady, her firiend, 
who had just come in, and then dropped off mo- 
destly and quietly to the fiuthest end of the great 
aofa. 

Meanwhile the master of the house sat apart 
in deep conversation with a gentleman recent- 
ly arrived from Lima, who was recounting to 
his fiiaid the amount of various duties levied at 
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that place by San Martinis govenunent. He lut- 
ened very composedly till the narrator mentioBed 
what was the duty on cocoa. The eflfect was inl 
stsntaneous; he rose half off his seat, and with a 
look of anger and disappointment, was going to 
utter a forious philippic against San Martin; when 
the other, observing the expression of his firiend^a 
countenance, which was wrinkled up Hke that of a 
game cock in wrath, and dreading an explosion, 
took upon himself to put hisftiend's looks into Ian* 
guage, and then to answer them himself, and all 
with such volubility, that the unhappy master of 
the house, tbougb bursting witib impatience to 
fipeak, never got an ojqportunity of saying a sni» 
1^ word. The scene itself was in the highest 
degree comic, but the inference to be drawn from 
it is also worth attending to. In former ^es, 
when monopoly and restrictions blighted ev^ 
commercial and agricultural speculatiMi, toad 
when the wishes of individuals were neprer taken 
into account, and all exertion, or attempt at inteiw 
ierence with the establishment of dutieii was utterly 
h<q>eless, tiiis flmp, now so animated, had been 
^ven up to indolence, and nothing connected 
with the custom-house had ever been known to 
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n)ti8e him to the slightest degree of action. He 
'9ma an extensive cocoa planter, and, ever since the 
opening of the trade, had taken the liveliest in- 
terest in all that related to import duties at Lima^ 
In former times, all such things being irrevoca- 
bly fixed, no exertions of this, or any other in- 
dividual, could remedy the evils which repressed 
all the energies of the country, by rendering 
every exertion the inhabitants could make use> 
less and hopeless. And the charge, so often laid 
agidnst the natives by the Spaniards, that they 
were stupid and incapable of understanding such 
subjects, was a cruel mockery upon men who had 
been from all time denied the smallest opportuni- 
ty of making any useful exertion. But now it is 
far otherwise ; the people have acquired a know^ 
ledge of their own consequence and power, and, in- 
stead of submitting quietly, as hereto&re, to be 
dieated at every turn, and letting all things pass 
unregarded, from utter hopelessness of ameliora- 
tion, they take a deep and active interest in 
whatever affects their fortimes in the slightest 
degree. This spirit, which, in the hands of per. 
sons but partially acquainted with the subject. 
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leads to many errors in practice at first, will, 
ere long, produce the best efiects, by enriching 
that great field of commerce, which wants no- 
thing but the fertilising influ^ice of freedom to 
render it in the highest degree productive. 
^ The most remarkable practical error which the 
Guayaquilenians have committed, and under 
which they were suffering at the time of our yu 
sit, was the exclusion of foreigners from their 
commercial estaUishments, none except a native 
being permitted to be at the head of a mercantile 
house; while the duties paid by foreign goods 
were so great as to amount nearly to a prohibition. 
They had thus voluntarily reduced themselvea 
in a great degree to the state in which they were 
placed before the Revolution. That this arose from 
ignorance there is no doubt ; and ignorance is suf. 
fidently excusable in people purposely misdirect- 
ed in their education. But it was pleasing to ob- 
serve more correct views springing gradually up in 
the quarter where they were least likely to appear 
— 4unongst the merchants themselves, for whose 
benefit these absurd restrictions had been imposed. 
The following translation of a letter, published in 

4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMERCIAL KESTBICTIONS. 113 

the Guayaquil newspapers will show the prc^ess 
abready made in the right path. It is written by 
one of the merchants, who probably dmvedmore 
benefit than any other firom the restrictions he 
writes against ; but his good sense and liberal views 
showed him, that, if they were removed, his gains 
would become stUl greater. To those who recol- 
lect the state of the press, and of everything else in 
former times, such a letter in a Spanish colonial 
paper is a wonderful phenomenon ; and though ap- 
parently a trifle, brings with it a long train of in- 
teresting and usefid reflections. 
" Mr Editoe, 
*^ Nothing could distress me more than to hear 
that my former observations have offended any 
individual ; and I declare that my sole object has 
been to explain my opinion on a subject, upon 
which, according to my view of -it, much of the 
prosperity of this province depends. I allude to 
the commercial regulations; and all the world 
knows that those existing before our political 
transformation subjected the whole province to 
the most insulting monopoly ; the right of sup- 
plying it with goods, and of exporting its produc- 
tions, being reserved exclusively for the merchants 
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of Cadiz, 60 that the province could not possibly 
prosper. AAer our conversion into a free state, 
the public had a right to hope that the disease 
being discovered, the remedy would have been in* 
stantly applied ; and I for one confess that I real- 
ly did hope it would be so. I believed that we 
should immediately see liberal institutions tending 
directly to the benefit of the province, but lament- 
able to si^y, the same monopoly still continued in 
a very great degree. I see that its effects are 
the same^ and that the population in general 
have received no relief from the establishment of 
the new institutions. 

" The commercial regulations, recently pub- 
lished, bear me out in what I have said. I 
respect, in the highest degree^ the authority 
which enforces those laws ; but I must be allow- 
ed to observe, that, in their formation, the true 
interests of the people have not been consulted. 
The exclusive privileges which those regulations 
grant to the merchants are most grievous to aU 
the rest of the population, as I shall endeavour 
to prove. It is a well known principle, that the 
wealth of a people consists in satisfying tbeii: 
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wants at the lowest cost possible, and in disposing 
of their own productions at the highest cost pos- 
sible. The regulations alluded to have a direct 
tendency to prevent this ever taking place. The 
trammels in which foreign intercourse is held by 
the third, twelfth, and fifteenth regulations will 
for ever exclude it from our port, and limit the 
buyers and sellers, in our province, to an exceed- 
ingly small number ; which result, although it be 
not so Btyled, is precisely the same thing as the 
ancient monopoly, a mischievous system, under 
which no country can prosper. The regulations 
cited above give our merchants an absolute power 
over the rest of the people — they impose the most 
imworthy obligations on foreign merchants, and 
subject them to a degrading subordination ; and 
there can be no doubt, if they be allowed to con- 
tinue, that our commerce will remain in the same 
confined state as formerly, and the interests of 
the whole province will be sacrificed to those of 
a new monopoly. 

*^ I am a merchant whp fiilly enjoy the exclu- 
sive privileges of the regulations, and, happening 
to be acquainted with all the languages most use* 
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ftil in commerce, I possess an advantage over most 
of my companions : nothing, therefore, in appear- 
ance, can be more beneficial to me, than the en- 
forcement of the three articles in question. But, as 
long as I desire the good of the province, and pre- 
fer the interest of the public to my own, I shall 
never cease to pray that these evils, which para- 
lyse all commerce, may be corrected. 

*^ Let those three articles be erased, and I 
pledge myself, that, before a year shall have 
elapsed, the beneficial influence of a commerce 
really firee will begin to be felt. Foreign mer- 
chants protected by law, and seeing their specu- 
lations encouraged in every way not opposed to 
the public advantage, will flock to our market : 
this competition will lower the price of articles 
consumed in the country, while it will raise that 
of such as are produced in it for exportation, and 
opulence will speedily take up her residence 
amongst us.^ 

The first of the three articles alluded to for- 
bids the introduction of any goods, unless con- 
signed to an inhabitant of the city, and a natu- 
ralized subject. The second directs that no stran- 
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ger shall be allowed to establish a factory, or a 
commercial house, in the province ; and the third 
is intended to give such advantages to the na- 
tive merchant, as must prevent all foreign com- 
petition. 

As might be expected, these laws were begin- 
ning to be evaded by English and other capitalists, 
who settled on the spot, and, without their names 
appearing, really transacted the whole business. 
The government were, by these and other cir- 
cumstances, eventually made to feel the absurdity 
of their restrictions, and I have since been inform- 
ed that a new and liberal set of regulations ha6 
been established. 

In the latter end of the year 1819, GuayaquH 
declared itself independent of the Spanish au- 
thority ; framed a new government ; established 
laws, and opened the port to foreign trade. They 
hampered it, however, injudiciously, in the man^ 
ner above mentioned ; and little good arose from 
the change, or, at all events, much less benefit 
than a more liberal system would have produced. 

The population in the town is about twenty 
thousand, and in the surrounding country subject 
to it, ^bout fi% thousand more ; and although 
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it is evident that so small a town^ 
mited a population, were insuffident to con- 
stitute a separate state, yet, at the time I 
speak of, the country was so circumstanced 
that no other power had leisure to interfere, and 
Guayaquil declared itself independent. It is 
the principal port of Quito, at that time in 
possession of the Spaniards, who were prevented 
from sending troops to re-establish their authori- 
ty ; their whole attention, then, being occupied 
in trying to repel the patriots under Bolivar. 
He, on the other hand, had not troops to spare 
to bring Guayaquil under his authority. The . 
only other power that could have interfered with 
Guayaquil was the Peruvian government under 
San Martin ; but he had enough on his hands 
ahready, so that, in the general bustle, Guayaquil 
was allowed to carry its Independent flag, and 
call itself a separate state, unmolested. All the 
reflecting persons in the town, however, saw that 
it was utterly impossible to maintain such a po- 
sition, and that, sooner or later, they must fall 
under one or other of the great powers, Colombia 
or Peru. The inhabitants were nearly divided 
on this subject ; and, contemptible as the discus- 

10 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



£L£CTION££BING. 119 

sion was, more violent party-spirit was never dis- 
played. A constant war of words was maintained, 
for no swords were drawn : distinguishing badges 
were worn by the different parties ; and each party 
bawled out in the streets,or&om their windows, the 
names of their respective favourites, Bolivar or 
San Martin. Th^e was something a little ludi- 
crous, perhaps, in their notion of displajring an In- 
dependent flag, (I quite forget its colour or de- 
vices,) and caUing themselves an independent 
nation, while, in the same breath, they were 
vociferating their determination to submit to the 
will of a military leader, and were quarrelling 
amongst themselves, merely as to which of the 
two chiefs they would be governed by. It was 
an election, however, and one in which all classes 
took an active and sincere part. This was a new 
thing for South Ammcans, and their spirits rose 
accordingly with the feeling of freedom, which the 
exercise o£ an elective right insj4res more than 
any other: the whole scene, accordingly, was 
highly animated, and more like that of an Eng- 
lish election, than anything I have before se^i 
abroad. 
They must needs have an army too ; and as 
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in rey(dutioiuu7 times, the imlitary always take 
upon themselves to become a reflecting body) and 
as Uiey possess some cogent and eflfective argu- 
ments, they generally usurp no small share of 
influence. Accordingly, on Christmas eve, at the 
time we were sailing up the river, the whole ar- 
my ofthe state of Guayaquil, consistingof one regi- 
ment, marched out of the town, and having tak^ 
up a position half a league ofl^, sent in a civil 
message at day-break to the governor, to say th^ 
were determined to serve under no other flag than 
that of Bolivar, and unless they were indulged in 
this matter, they would instantly set fire to the 
town. The governor, with the good sense and 
prudence of utter helplessness, sent his compli- 
ments to the troops, and begged they would do 
just as they pleased. Upon the receipt of this 
civil message, one-half of the regiment were so 
much pleased with having the matter left to their 
own free choice, and being rather anxious, per- 
haps, for their breakfast, which was waiting for 
them, agreed to relinquish the character of rebels, 
and come quietly back to their aU^;ianoe. 

The government thus strengthened, took more 
vigorous measures, and lost no time in acceding to 
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the wishes of the remamder, who were embarked 
in the course of the morning of our arrival, and 
sent up the river to join Bolivar^s troops, at this 
time surrounding Quito. This measure was 
adopted at the recommendation of General Sucr^ 
one of Bolivar^s officers, whose head-quarters were 
actually in Guayaquil, notwithstanding its boast- 
ed independence. The whole affair, indeed, 
was a burlesque upon revolutions; but it was 
f<Hrtunate that no blood was shed ; for as both the 
soldiers who went out g£ the town, and the inha- 
bitants imd such of the military as remained, had 
arms in their hands, it is difficult to say how 
tragical this farce might have been in its catas- 
trophe, had they not come to some terms. Al- 
though it ended so pacifically, there was consider- 
able alarm throughout the town during the whole 
of Christmas day, and no flag of any kind was 
flying till about noon, when, upon the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion, the Independent national 
flag was again displayed. 

On the 26th, the alarm had completely sub- 
sided, and aU was going on as before. As it 
was a fast-day, however, no business could be 
doiie, nor any supplies procured ; and as all the 
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people I wished to see were occupied at mass, I 
took the opportunity of making some astronomi- 
cal and magnetical observations, on the left bank 
of the river, immediately opposite the town ; a 
jq)ot which, from its solitude, appeared well suit- 
ed to our purpose. But, on rowing up a little creek, 
we came unexpectedly to a large wooden house, 
half concealed by the trees, in which we found 
a m^ry party of ladies who had fled on Christ- 
mas eve, during the alarm. They carried us in* 
to the forest to show us a plantation of the tree 
which yields what we call the cocoa or cacao-nut, 
from which chocolate is made. The cacao we found 
growing on a tree about twenty feet high. The 
nut, such as we see it, is contained within a rind 
of a melon shape, as big as one^s two fists, with 
the nuts or kernels clustered in the inside. The 
fruit grows prindpally from the stem, or when 
foimd on the branches, still preserves the same 
character, and grows from the main branch, not 
from a lateral twig. 

Whilst we were losing our time with these 
pierry gossips, a messenger arrived to inform the 
ladies, that a boat had been sent to carry them 
back, as the city was again restored to tranquilli- 
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ty« We escorted tliem to the creek, and saw 
them safely into their boat, having made more 
jarogress in our acquaintance in an hour than we 
could have done in a month in countries farther 
xemoved from the sun, and from the disorders of 
A reyolution* 

We were still in good time for our observations 
at noon, but the heat at that hour was intense, 
for there was not the least breath of wind ; and 
as soon as the meridian observation was over, we 
retreated to a thick grove of plantain trees, to 
jnake some experiments with the dipping needle. 
Here, though completely sheltered from the sun, 
we had a fine view of the river, and the town be^ 
yond it. The stream, which at this place is 
about two miles l»road, flowed majestically along, 
with a sur&ce perfectly smooth and glassy, 
bearing along vast trunks of trees and boughs, 
and large patches of grass. The town of Guay- 
aquil, viewed through the vapour exhaled from 
the river, and the glowing banks, was in a con- 
stant tremor— there was no sound heard, ex- 
cept now and then the chirp of a grasshoj^r, 
— the birds, which soared sleepily aloft> seem- 
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ed to have no note— eyerything, in short, spoke 
to the senses the language of a hot clunate. 

I dined with the author of the letter given 
above, and afterwards rode with him to see the 
lines thrown up for the purpose of keeping off the 
Spaniards, should they, as was apprehended, make 
a descent upon Guayaquil from Quito. Such ir- 
regular and hastily constructed means of defending 
an open town are held, I believe, in no great 
respect by military men : yet the moral effect of 
such undertakings may nevertheless, as in this in- 
stance, prove beneficial; by making the people, who 
erect them, believe themselves in earnest, and 
thus, by uniting them in a common work, give 
them confidence in one another^s sincerity ; a feel- 
ing which, if properly guided, may be rendered a 
great deal more formidable than the artificial de- 
fences themselves. 

In the evening a party of ladies assembled at 
our friend^s house, but as they arranged them- 
selves in two lines facing one another, in a narrow 
verandah, it became impossible to pass either be- 
tween or behind them. At length I discovered a 
little window, which looked out from the drawing- 
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room into the verandah, near the middle of the 
station, taken up in so determined a manner by 
the ladies. By this time they were all speaking 
at once, in a loud shrill voice, but so distinctly, 
that I had no difficulty in distinguishing the 
words ; but of the conversation, which was entirely 
made up of local topics, and allusions to charac- 
ters and incidents of the day, I could make no- 
thing for a considerable time; till, at length, 
the topic was changed, and they commenced 
a very spirited discussion on politics. This 
I could follow: and it was singularly interest- 
ing to mark, in the eagerness of these debates, 
the rapid effect which the alteration in the times 
had produced, even on the ladies, in stimulating 
them to become intimately acquainted widi a class 
of subjects, which, two or three years before, not 
the most resolute man in the country dared to 
think of, much less to give an opinion upon. 

Being resolved to see somewhat more of these 
good people than one evening afforded, I invited 
the whole party to breakfast on board next morn- 
ing, an invitation which was accepted by accla- 
mation ; they had already set their hearts upon 
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ieeing my ship, and were, by far, the merriest 
and lightest hearted people, besides being the fair^ 
est and handsomest, we had met with in South 
America. 

2^th Dec. — ^At the expence of a little squeez- 
ing, we contrived to seat the whole party to a 
substantial breakfast, k TAnglaise. As most of 
the officers of the ship spoke Spanish, we con* 
trived to take good care of our party, who split 
themselves into groups, and roved about the ship 
as they pleased, a sort of freedom which people 
prefer to being dragged mechanically roimd to 
see everything. Our fiddler, unfortunately^ 
being unwell, we could not have a dance, which 
evidently ^disappointed no small number of our 
fair friends ; but even without this powerftd ac- 
cessary to forming acquaintance, we were all soon 
wonderfrdly at ease with one another. 

I lamented sincerely, that my duty obliged me 
80 precipitately to leave a spot, holding out a pro- 
mise of such agreeable sodety, and where every- 
thing else, domestic and political, was, at the 
same time, so peculiarly well circumstanced for 
the exhibition of national character ; and calcu? 
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lated to show, in a more striking light than in 
quieter times, the real spirit and essence of a coun- 
try that has never yet had justice done it, and of 
which in Europe we still know but little. 

There has seldom, perhaps, existed in the 
world, a more interesting scene than is now pass* 
ing in South America, or one in which human 
character, in all its modifications, has received so 
remarkable a stimulus to untried action ; where 
the field is so unbounded, and the actors in it so 
numerous; where every variety of moral and phy- 
sical circumstance is so fully subjected to actual 
trial ; or where so great a number of states living 
under difierent climates, and possessed of differ- 
ent soils, are brought imder review at the same 
moment, are placed severally and collectively 
in similar situations, and are forced to act and 
think for themselves, for the first time ; where 
old feelings, habits, laws, and prejudices, are 
jumbled along with new institutions, new know- 
ledge, and new customs, and new principles, all 
left free to produce what chance, and a thousand 
unthought of causes, may direct; amidst con- 
flicting interests and passions of all kinds> let 
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loose to drift along the face of society. To wit- 
ness the effects of such a prodigious political and 
moral experiment as this, even in our hurried 
way, was in the highest degree gratifying and in- 
structiye ; though the impossibility of examining' 
the whole at leisure, of watching its progress, of 
arranging and connecting the different parts toge- 
ther, and of separating what was accidental and 
transient, from that which was general and perma- 
nent, was a source of the greatest mortification. 

As we had now completed our supplies, and fi- 
nished aU our business at Guayaquil, I decided 
upon sailing, and at the recommendation of the 
pilot, agreed to go on this evening. It would 
have been satisfactory to have returned in day- 
Ught^ that we might have seen the country, 
which we had before passed in the night-time ; 
but the tides had changed in the interval of our 
stay, and again perversely served only at night. 

I took a farewell dinner on shore, and in the ear- 
ly part of the evening, just as I was stepping into 
my boat, was assailed by a large party of ladies, 
who were on their way to a ball, at which all the 
world, they said, was to be present. The temp- 
tation to stay one day longer was great, and I 
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might, perhaps, hare yielded, had I not foreseen . 
that these good and merry people would have dis-. 
covered means to render our departure more and. 
more difficult every day. On going on board, I 
found the pilot had deferred moving the ship till 
eleven o^clock, by which time, he said, theebb tide 
would be running strongly down. 

When I came upon deck, accordingly, at that 
hour, the night was pitch dark, and the damp*, 
land breeze was sighing mournfully among the: 
ropes. On turning towards the town, we saw 
a blaze of light from the ball-room windows; 
and, on looking attentively, could detect the dan« 
cers crossing between us and the lamps: now 
and then a solitary high note was heard along • 
the water. Far off in the south-eastern. quarter, 
a great fire in the forest cast a bright glare upon 
the sky, though the flames themselves were sunk 
by the distance below, the horizon. This par- 
tial and faint illumination served only to make 
the sky in every other direction . look more cold, 
and dismal. 

The manner in which we proceeded down the < 
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met is so curioos, and, «• &r as I know, rarey 
that I shdl attempt to make it intelligible to 
waders not nautical. 

In the navigation of iiTers, with many wind- 
ings and shoals, the chief danger is, diat the tide 
will ^force l3ie ship eith» on the bank^ or on some 
shoal; and this will happen although she be 
under all sail, and with a good breeze of wind ; 
for the tide sometimes runs so rapidly, as to hus- 
tle, the ship on shore, before the sails can be made 
to act. When the wind is blowing faintly, and 
is not quite fair, the danger of this happening 
is much increased. On such occasions, instead 
of sailing in the usual manner, with the ship^s 
bead foremost, no sails whatever are set, and the 
stem is made to go firsts an 'operation technically 
called Kedging. 

If, when a tide is running, ibe anchor by whidi 
the vessel ia: riding be raised off the ground, 
she will, of course, immediately begin to driftalong 
with the stre«n, and ere long, most probably 
run aground upon one of the shoals. The ship, 
it must be observed, when under these circumstan- 
ces, can make no prc^ess through the water, 
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but k drifted along like a log ; and, conge<{aent- 
ly, the rudder can have no efiect in directing her 
course ; she U^ in short, emtirdy at the merc^ o£ 
the tide. The operation mentioned above is a de- 
vice to produce a relative motion between the ship 
and the water, in order, by that means, to bring 
the directing power <^ the rudder into action. 
This is accomplished by allowing the anchor to 
trail along the ground, instead of lifting it entirely 
up as in the first supposition. It is known as a 
nautical fact, that the degree of firmness with 
which an anchor holds the ground depends, within 
certain limits, upon its distance. When it is 
immediately under the hows, that is, when the 
cable is vertical, it has little or no hold; but 
when there is much cable out, it fixes itself in 
the bottom, and cannot be dragged out of its 
place. In the operation of kedging, the cable 
is hove, or drawn in, till nearly in an upright 
position ; this loosens the hold of the anchor, 
which begins to trail along the ground, by the 
action of the tide pressing against the ship. 
If the anchor ceases altogether to hold, she 
will, of course, move entirely along with the 
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tide ; but if it be not quite lifted up, and mere- 
ly allowed to drag along the groimd^ it is evident 
that the ship, thus clogged, will accompany the 
tide reluctantly, and the stream will, in part, run 
past her. Thus, a relative motion between the 
vessel and the water is produced, and, consequent- 
ly, a steering power is given to the rudder. 

In our case, the tide was running three miles 
an hour ; and had the anchor been lifted wholly 
off the ground, we must have been borne down the 
liver exactly at that rate ; but, by allowing it to 
drag along the ground, a friction was produced, 
by which the ship was retarded one mile; and was, 
therefore, actually carried down at the rate of only, i 
two miles, while the remaining one mile, of tide; 
ran past, and allowed of her being steered : so that, 
in point of fact, she became as much under com* 
mand of the rudder as if under sail, and going at 
the rate of one mile an hour. 

This power of steering enabled the pilot to 
thread his way amongst the shoals, and to 
avoid the angles of the banks ; for, by turning the 
ship^s head one way or the other, the tide was 
made to act obliquely on the opposite side, arid 
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tlius she was easily made to cross from bank 
to bank, in a zig-zag direction. It will some- 
times happen, that with every care the pilot finds 
himself caught by some eddy of the tide, which 
threatens to carry him on a sand-bank : when this 
takes place, a few fathoms of the cable are permit- 
ted to run out, which, in an instant, allows the an- 
chor to fix itself in the ground, and the ship be- 
comes motionless. By now placing the rudder in 
the proper position, the tide is soon made to act 
on one bow, the ship is sheered over, as it is calL 
e4» dear of the danger, and the cable being again 
drawn in, the anchor drags as before. The opera- 
tion of kedging requires the most constant vigi- 
lance, Rn4 is /UU of interest : though rather a slow 
mode of proceeding ; for it cost us all that night, 
aod the whole of the n^xt day and night, to retrace 
the ground which we fonnerly had gone over in 
ten hours. 

On reaching the entrance of the river, we fell 
in Vith two boats belonging to the United States 
dsp' Constellation, procee^ng to Guayaquil. 
This firigate^s draft of water was so great, that 
the pilpts could not undertake to carry her over 
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the shoals, unless she were lightened by the t^ 
moval of her guns. As this could not be done 
readily, the captain and a party of his officers 
determined to go up in their boats. We were 
happy to affi:)rd them a resting place and refresh^ 
ment, before their long row, in a dreadAilIy hot 
day. 

The accidents of a similar course of service 
had thrown the Constellation and the Conway 
frequently together, during the last year, and the 
intercourse which naturally sprung up in conse- 
quence had established aii esteem and friendship, 
which made such a rencontre a source of general 
satisfaction. We learned from our American 
friends, thai they also expected to visit the coast 
of Mexico, for which we were bound, and we re- 
joiced at the prosjifect 6f agsdn falling in with 
them. Something, however, interfered to altc* 
their plans, for we never had the pleasure of meet- 
ing them agaiii. 

We finally left the river and the bay of Guay- 
aquil on tlie morning of the 30ih December. It 
was no small mortification to nh not to have seen 
ChimboraiEo, the highest mountain of kll the 
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Andes. It was covered intix clouds, in the ^ 
moB^ provoldngway, during the whole of the ei^ 
dftys in whidK we had been within the distance at 
which it is easily discernible in dear weather. 

From Guayaquil we stretched off to the west- 
ward to the Galapagos, an uninhabited group of 
volcanic islands, scattered alcmg the equator, at 
the distance ei two hundred leiigues from the 
mainland. 

As this is a place of .resort for the South Sea 
whaling ships, I called there» to see whether any 
assistance was required by that important branch 
of the British shippii^ interest^. But we fdl in 
with only two ships^ at ooe of the most southern 
of the group ; afker which, we proceeded to an 
island thirty miles north of the Une, where I re- 
maned a few days to make some experiments 
with an invariable p^dulum of Captain Eater^s 
construction, 

I had intended to have made these experiments 
on a spot, lying exactly under the equator, but, 
when we got amongst the islands, a strong cur- 
r^t set us so ftr to leeward in the course of the 
n^ht, h^^t^ we were aware o£ its influence, that 
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I found it impossible to regain the lost gtotmd, 
without spending more time than my orders nd" 
mitted of, and I therefore made for the nearest 
island within feach. 

The spot chosen for the experiments lies 
hear the extremity of a point of land running 
into the sea^ at the south end of the Earl of 
Abingdon Island, and forms the western side 
of a small bay about a mile across. This point 
is part of an ancient stream of lava which has 
flowed down the side of a peaked mountain, be- 
tween two and three miles distant from the sta- 
tion^ in a direction nearly norths and about two 
thousand feet high : the peak slopes rapidly at first, 
forming a tolerably steep cone, but terminated by 
a broad and gently inclined base of a mile and a 
half. Every side of the mountain is studded 
witlr craters, or mouths, from whence, at difierent 
periods, streams of lava have issued, and run- 
ning far into the sea, have formed projecting 
points, such as that on wliieh we fixed our stadon. 
The western face of the iisland presents a cliff 
nearly perpendicular, and not less than a thou- 
sand feet high ; it exhibits the rude stratification 
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^lava, tuffii, aud ashes, which characterizes the 
fracture of ancient volcanic mountams. 
i Abingdon Island is ten or twelve miles long; the 
north end being a continued system of long, low, 
and very rugged streams of lava ; the peak stand- 
ing about one-third of the whole length from the 
southern extreme, where our station was. The 
rock, at different places not far from the station, 
was found to be friU of caverns, into which the tide 
flowed and ebbed through subterranean channels ; 
the outer crust of the stream having, as usual, 
9erv^ as a pipe to conduct the lava off. It is 
therefore probable that our foundation may not 
have been the soUd rock, a circumstance which, 
taken along with the general hollow nature of 
volcanic districts, and the deepness of the sur« 
rounding oceany renders these experiments not 
fio fit to be compared with those made in £ng« 
land, as with others made on a similar volcanic soiL 
It was greatly to be regretted that our time 
was too limited to allow of our engaging in 
a fresh series, either at the same island, or on 
some odxer lying nearer the equator ; the service 
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Upon whicli the Conway was esAjioyeA renderii^ 
it necessary that our stay should not be longer 
at the Galapagos than the 16th cff January. But 
as we ttichored at Abmgdon'^s Island on the 7th 
at nomi, there wim barely nine ccmiplete days in 
whidi everything was to be done. We had to 
search for a landing-place, which occupied some 
considerable time ; to decide upon a station ; to 
rig our tents ; to build the observatory ; then to 
land llie instruments and set them up ; and, aa 
we had no time for trials and alterations, every- 
thing required to be permanently fixed at once. 
We were fortunate in weather during die first 
two days, when our things were all lying about, 
and our habitations ill assorted ; but on the third 
night it r^dned hard, and the water, which trick- 
led through die canvas, caused us some discom- 
fort, although we fortunately succeeded in shel* 
tering the instruments. The heat, during the 
day, was not only oppressive, but very exhausting 
in its e£fect8 ; and at night, although the ther- 
mometer never fell lower than 73°j the feeling 
of cold, owing to the transition from 93^, to which 
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it i8(}inetiines rose in the day^ irsm very disagree. 
Me. 

It triis idth reluceance thait I left the neigh- 
bourhood of the equator, without havix^ made 
more numerous and more varied, and, eonse- 
^uently, more unexc^tionable obsetvationg on 
the length of the pendulum. It wotdd, above 
id], have been desirable^ have smmg it at sta- 
tions whose geological cbaractca* more n^utly ce- 
semUed that of England^ where Captain Kater^s 
ex^riments irere perfi)nned4 Thus, the results ob* 
tained at the Galapagos, though very curious in 
themselves, are not so valuable for ccmiparison with 
thdi§6 made in thid cbuntryi The time may 
come, however, when they may become more use- 
ful, that is to say, shotdd experiments be made 
with the pendulum at stati<md r^note from the 
Galapagos, biit res^ibUiig them in insular situa- 
tion, in size, and in geological character ; such aa 
the Azores, the Canaries^ St Helena, the Isle ci 
France, and various othef stations am<mgst the 
eastern islands df the Indian and the Pacific 
Qceans. The advantage ct having it swuiog at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and especidly at the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



140 ( PACIFIC OCBAN. 

FidUand IslandB^ (whkh lie in tbe conespoiideiit 
latitude to that of London,) and at yarious otiier 
stations on the main land, or on large islands, is 
stUl moite obvious. 

The length of the seconds pendulum at the 
Galapagos, as determined by our experiments, is 
39»01717 indbes, and the elliptidty or compres- 
fiion of the earth b expressed by the fraction — ; 
where the numerator expresses die difference be- 
tween the equatorial and polar diameters of the 
earth, and the denominator the loigth of the 
diameter at the equator. 

The details (o£ these experiments have been al- 
ready puUisbed in the Philesophical Transac- 
tions for 1883» 

We had no time to sury^ these iskmds, a s^^ 
vice much required, since few if amy of them are 
yet properly laid down on our diarts. They are 
in general barren ; but scnne of the highest have 
a stunted brushwood, and all of them are covered 
with the pricklyTpear-ti^, np(A whi^ |i i^igfi 
speeies of land tortoiseJives and thrives in a won- 
derful manner* These animals grow to a great 
die, weighing sometimes several hundred pounds : 
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tliey '9xe excellent eating, and we laid in a Btock 
which lasted the shi^^s company for many weeks 
afterwards. 

Having finished onr experiments, we made sail 
on the 16th of January 1822 for Panama, but 
owing to die light winds and calms which prevaU 
in the bay of that name, it was not till the 29th 
that we came in sight of the coast of Mexico, 
about one hundred and twenty miles to the west- 
ward of Panama. 

We anchored in Prntiama roads at nine in the 
morning of the 2d February 1822, ahd as no one 
<HilK>ard wa& acquait£t^ with the place, a fi^iher- 
man was^ tailed alongidde, who und«rt6^ td pilot 
our boat through the reefe to the landing-place. 
On rowing round the angle of the fertifications 
en^circling the (own, which is built on a rocky 
pemnsula, we £nmd ourselves in a beautiM little 
hsy^ strongly marked with the characteristic fea^ 
tures of the torrid zone* The beach was fringed 
with j^ntain and banana trees, growing amongst 
oranges, figs, and limes, and numberless rich 
shrubs, sha(^ by the tammnd tree rising higher 
than any of the othets, excepting the tall grace- 
ful cocoa-nut, with its feathery top and naked 
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fltem. CI066 to the ground, and almost hid by 
the foliage, were chistered groups of cane built 
huts, thatched with pahn leaves; and on the 
sandy beach before them lay the canoes of the 
natives, hollowed out of single trees; while 
others were paddling across the bay, or skimming 
aI<Hig under a mat sail, hoisted on a bamboo mast ; 
all contributing, with the clear sky and hot wea- 
ther, to give what is called an oriental aqiect to 
the scene. 

Our surprise on landing was considerable, to 
hear the negroes and negresses who orowded the 
wharf all spei^ng Englidi, with a strong ace^it, 
which we recognized as diat of the West Indies, 
a peculiarity, as we found, acquired from the con* 
stant intercourse kept up, across the isthmus, 
with Jamaica. Most of the natives also spd^e 
a more or less biyrbarous English ; and innumera- 
ble other trivial circumstances oi dress and ap- 
pearance, and manners, conspired to make us 
feel that we had left the countries purely Span- 
ish. 

We had no letters of introduction, but this ap- 
peared to be immaterial, for we had scarcely left 
the boat before a gentleman, a native of the place, 
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but fi^eftking Engli^li peifisctly, intcoduced hisa- 
ielf, and made us an offer oi his liouse, and his 
best services dunng our stay. This ready hos- 
ptality wcHild surprise a stranger lauding i^ a 
Eniopean port, but in distant regions, where &w 
ships of war are seen, the officers are always re- 
ceived with attention and confidence ; for as they 
can have no views of a commercial nature, they 
are at once admitted to the society as persons 
ignite disinterested. This cordial reception, to 
wMch I have never met an exception, in any 
part of the worid remote &om Europe, inde- 
pendently of being most agreeable, is also highly 
convenient ; and compensates, in a great measure, 
to naval travellers for the interruptiims to which 
ihey are always liable in their researches, by the 
calls of professional duty. 

Our hospitable frieiid being connected with the 
West Indies,a8 most of the Panama houses are,put 
into our hands a file of newfi^apers, principally Jar* 
maica Gazettes, and as we had not seen a paper 
in English for many months, nothing could be 
more acceptable. But upon examining them, we 
discovered, that most g£ the news they contained 
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came to us treble distilled, vii Jamaica, viH New 
York, y'lSL Liverpool from London. In some o£ 
these papers we saw the proceedings of onr own 
ship mentioned ; but in the several tranrfers which 
the reports had undergone, from paper to paper, 
we could scarcely recognize our own doings. 

We had been led to expect that Panama was 
still under the Spaniards, and the first indicati<m. 
we had of the contrary, was the flag of another 
nation flying on the fort. We had by this time, 
indeed, become so familiar with revolutions, and 
had learned to consider every government so un^ 
settled, that we ceased to be much surprised bjrany 
such change, however sudden. It appeared that 
the Spaniards, a few weeks before, had detached 
nearly all the troops of the garrison to reinforce 
the army at Quito, and the inhabitants being thus 
left to themselves, could not resist the temptation 
<^ imitating the example of the surroimding states, 
and declaring themselves independent. They 
were not, however, quite so extravagant as to 
constitute themselves into a free and separate 
state, like the town of Guayaquil, but chose, 
more wisely, to place themselves under one of 
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Aeir i^e^hbours, Mexico or Cdiombia. Alter 
considerable debating on this pointy it iras decid- 
ed by the iidiabitants to claim the {nrotection Of 
Bcdivar, to whose country, Cidcmibia, thtey "^ere 
nearer, and with which they were likely to hold 
more nseftd intercourse than with Mexico. 

No place, perhaps, in all the Spanidi transat- 
lantic possessions suffered so little from the erro- 
neous systems of the mother country as Pana- 
ma ; partly \n consequence of the constant inter- 
course which it maintained with the West India 
. islands, and partly from its being the port through 
which Eu:j^(^[>ean goods were formerly made to 
pass across the isthmus to Pmi, and to the south 
coast of Metico. This degree of intercourse and 
business gaye it an importaiice, and affi>rded it 
Ae means (^ acquiring wealth, which the rigor- 
ous nature of jtfae colonial syipt^m gave to no 
other , place in that country. The transitiim, 
tiieicfore^ which now took plade from the Span- 
ish rule, to a state of independence, was very 
easy, and there being no motive to violence, 
it was unaccompanied by any extravagance on 
tho part of tlie people. tThus Panama, under 
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similar political circumstances wkfi Lima and 
GuayaquU, was placed in singular contrast to 
both those cities. . So gen^, indeed, was the 
Revolution brought about, that the inhabitants 
did not even change ibmt governor, but left him 
the option of continuing in his old situation, or 
of retiring. He shrugged his shoulders — ^whiffed 
his segar for a few minutes — and repHed, that he 
had no sort of objection to remain : upon which 
they deliberately hauled down the flag of Spain, 
hoisted that of Bolivar in its place, proclaimed a 
free trade, and let all other things go on as before. 
But there were many, it was said, who did not 
rgoice so much in the change, as good patriots 
ought to have done ; a piece of political scandal, 
however, which attached chiefly to the ladies, who, 
in general, are vastly more enthusiastic in the 
cause than the men. The real truth is, Panama 
had been garrisoned by a very handsome Spanish 
regiment for some years ; and the abstract feeling 
of independence, consequent upon the departure of 
the troops, was considered, it was said, by the fair 
Panamanians, a very poor compensation for the 
gentle military despotism in which they had been 
lately held. 
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I waited upon the governor after breakfast, and 
not knowing that he had been in power during 
the Spanish times, I said, as usual, something con- 
gratuktory upon the improvements likely to result 
from the recent changes. I saw, with surprise, a 
cloud pass across his brow ; but he soon recover- 
ed, and, in a dry sarcastic tone, said, he hoped it 
would be a change for the better. 

In the course of the morning, we became ac- 
quainted with many of the merchants of the 
place, who surprised us a good deal, and some- 
what piqued us, by their total indifference about 
the South American news, which we were so 
full of. They declared they could never manage 
to understand the different accounts from the 
south; that names, places, and circumstances, were 
all jumbled together ; and, in short, treated the 
whole subject very much in the way it used to be 
received in England a few years ago. They 
were, in fact, far more occupied with Englidi, 
West Indian, and North American topics, and, 
above all, with the little matters which concerned 
their own town, than with the momentous affairs 
affecting the whole southern continent; up^a 
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which, however, their own prosperity must even- 
tually depend. 

It was by no means easy to get in return the 
news we wanted, even from people who* had re- 
cently been in England, or in Jamaica: they 
had no idea of the eittent of our ignorance, and 
made no allowance for our dates: they never 
dreamt of telling us anything, not new to them- 
selves ; forgetting, that to us, who had not seen 
an English paper for half a year, everything was 
news. And they w^e just as much surprised at 
our indifference about Jamaica and New York 
intelligence, as we had been to find them careless 
about Lima and Valparaiso. When, in reading 
the papers, we came to some allusion, and asked 
what it meant, the answer generally was, " Oh J 
I thought you must, of course, have beard of 
that long ago C* ^xA so on with the rest, tiU, at 
length, we became completely confused and tired 
of asking questions ; and were glad to relapse into 
our wonted abstraction from all that was distant, 
ftnd to turn again cheerfully to take an exclusive 
Interest in what was passing immediately before 
us. 
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As I had been kept out of bed for two nights, 
attending to the pilotage of the ship, I was glad 
to retire at an early hour; but I could get no sleep 
for the noise in the Plaza, or great square, before 
the windows of my room. After s(»ne time spent 
in vain endeavours to disregard the clamour, 
I rose and sat at the window, to discover, if I 
could, what was going on. It was a bright moon- 
light night, and the grass, which had been al- 
lowed to grow up in the centre of the square, 
was covered with parties of negro slaves, some 
seated, and others dancing in great circles, 
to the sound of rude music, made by striking 
a cocoa4iut shell with a short stick ; while the 
whole party, dancers as well as sitters, joined in 
a song with very loud, but not discordant voices. 
It appeared to be some festival of their own, which 
they had assembled to celebrate in this way. 

I was half disappointed, at discovering nothing 
appropriate or plaintive in their music; on the con- 
trary, it was extremely lively, and seemed the re- 
sult of light-hearted mirth. Many of the groups 
were singing, not without taste and spirit, a pa- 
triotic song of the day, long well known in the 
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indq>endent states of the south, but only recent- 
ly imported into the isthmus. The burden of 
the song was Libertad ! Libertad ! Libertad ! but 
I concriye not ene of these wretches attached the 
slightest meaning to the words, but repeated them 
merely from their accordance with the music. 
While listening, however, to these slaves, sing- 
ing in praise of freedom, it was difficult not to 
believe that some portion of the sentiment must 
go along with the music: yet, I believe, 
it was quite otherwise, and that the- animation 
with which they sung, was due entirely to the 
lively character of the song itself, and its hap- 
pening to be the fashionable air of the day. 
There was something discordant to the feelings 
in all this ; and it was painfrd to hear these poor 
people singing in praise of the liberty acquired 
by their masters, from whose thoughts nothing 
certainly was frirther removed than any idea of 
extending the same boon to their slaves. 

3d Feb. — Early in the morning I sallied forth, 
as one would do at Rome, to view some celebrat- 
ed ruins, a strange and unwonted sight in Amer- 
ica. Panama has flourished for a long series of 
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yeMTs, but its sun has at last set witli the golden 
flag of Spain, the signal of exdusion wherever it 
waved. As long as the ports of the Pacific were 
closed against all commerce, except what it pleas- 
ed the Council of the Indies to measure thrifti- 
ly out across the isthmus, Panama prosper- 
ed ; but now, that the navigation of Cape Horn 
is rendered easy and secure, and is free to the 
whole world except to the short-sighted Span- 
iards themselves, innumerable vessels contrive to 
se2U*ch out every nook in the coast, and supply it 
with goods infinitely cheaper than Panama canfiur- 
nish them. The situation certainly possesses ad- 
vantages, which, in process of time, may be turned 
to great commercial account, and Panama proba- 
bly become greater than ever: but such great- 
ness must now be shared with many competitors, 
and its pre-eminence can never be acknowledg- 
ed again, because the policy by which it was 
aggrandized at the expence of other cities can- 
not by any possibility be revived. If ever Pa- 
nama recover its former wealth, it must be by fair 
and active competition, and she may then, widi- 
out injustice as heretofore, indulge in that lux- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



152 COLOMBIA. 

urious and tastefiil splendour vhibh displays it- 
self in fine public ecGfices^ and of which we find 
more tiaces here than even inLima, <' the city of 
Ae Idngs,^ with all its tinsel and pretension. 

The finest ruin at Patnama is that olt the J^ 
muf 8 College, a large and beautifiil edifice, which, 
however, was never finished ; yet the melancholy 
interest which it inspires is rather migmented 
than diminished by that circumstance, for it re* 
minds us not only of the destruction of &e great 
order which founded it, but also of the total de- 
cay of Spanish taste and wealth, which accompa- 
xiied that event. The college is a large quadran- 
gular building, which had been carried to the 
height of two stories, and was probably to have 
been surmounted by a third. The ornamental 
part oir the building is in a pure and simple taste : 
neat cornices, with high mouldings, are carried 
round the work above and below the windows, 
which are very numerous, and crossed by Grothic 
piullions; the corners also,^and the stones over 
the doors, are relieved by itnouldings. From each 
cbhier of the building, and from ihe middfe of 
eacli Aicy there projects k solid square tonreir. 
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reiltmg on arches based on the ground, through 
#Mch carriages m^ht drive* Taken as a whole, 
it has a compact, massy, and graceful appearance, 
not dissimilar in general effect to that of a Grre- 
cian temple, ihot^h totall;^ diluent in its struc- 
ture. The details are executed with neatness 
and delicacy, but there is no frippery about th6 
Ornamental earring, and every part appears to 
contribute to the grandeur of the whole. As 
the work has l^n ciirried on to the same height 
dl round, no part of the walls is higher than the 
rest, and although the court is thickly overgrown 
with trees and shrubs, and the walls are inatted 
with creepers and brilliant flowers, the edifice 
(Cannot, in strictness, be called a ruin, since every 
Stone retains its original place. 

In a field a little beyond the square, on the 
side opposite to the college, stand the remains of A 
church and convent, which is reached, not with- 
out difficulty, by wading breast-high through a 
field of weeds and flowers, which, in this dimiite, 
shoot up with wonderfiil quickness. In th^ 
course of this scramble, I came unexpectedly up- 
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on a goKgeoufl bath by the jode itf a dried up 
marble fountaiii. Iti^mf^mm easy to enter the 
convent, owing lo-tib^ pHes of rubbish and thick 
toha^ irhldi bxve usurped the place of the inh». 
a^tmim. The building seems to have been de- 
stroyed by fire. Along the uneven ridge of the 
remaining wall has sprung up spontaneously a row 
of trees, giving a singular, and rather a wild 
and unnatural appearance to this immense ruin. 

In some districts of the town of Panama, whole 
streets are allowed to fall into neglect ; grass has 
grown over most parts of the pavement, and 
even the military works are crumbling fast to 
decay. Everything, in short, tells the same la- 
mentable story of former splendour, and of pre- 
sent poverty. The desolation was, in some re- 
spects, as complete as that of Conception, describ- 
ed in Chapter VII. The slow, though sure, 
results of national decline are visible in one place 
—die rapid efiect of war in the other— *in both 
the withering consequences of misgovemment 
are distinctly to be traced. 

On my return, I fell fii with one of the mer* 
chants of the place, who insisted upon taking me 
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home with him to breakfast His wife did the ho- 
nours, and made the tea, in the English fashion, 
but she did not carry her complaisance so far as 
to drink any of it herself Her husband was a 
very intelligent person, who had studied particu- 
larly the question of cutting a passage across the 
isthmus, and had actually examined several of 
the proposed lines. He seemed to consider the 
passage at the narrowest point, which on the map 
looks so tempting, as by no means the best Jm 
the meantime, he was of opinion, that jb Immense 
and immediate advantage woiddJbe -gained by mak- 
ing a good road from jna^ sea across the isthmus, 
which migiht ht done very easily, and at an ex- 
pesee incalculably less than a canal could be cut, 
under the most favourable circumstances, while 
many of the advantages of a canal would at once 
be gained by the road. The question of opening 
a communication has been ably discussed by 
Humboldt, in his New Spain, Vol. I., and sub- 
sequendy by Mr Robinson, in Chapter XIII. of 
his excellent account of the Mexican Revolution ; 
but I had no opportunity of examining in per- 
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s<m any of the points idliided to by these writ- 
ers, or of gaining any new information on the 
subject. 

During the morning it was much too hot to 
move about with any comfort, but towards sunset, 
all the world walked abroad to enjoy the delightful 
air of the brief twilight, along some charmii;^ walks 
in the woods, beyond the suburbs, the scenery 
about which was of the richest descriptiosi of tro- 
pical beauty. The night closed in upon us with 
a precipitancy unknown in higher latitudes ; but 
before we reached the drawbridge at the entrance 
of the town, the moon had risen, and the land- 
scape became even more beaudM than before. 
It is in moonBght evenings that the climate of 
the tropics is most delightfiil. In the morning 
the air is sometimes chill— in the middle of the 
day it is impossible to stir out of doors-— but after 
the stmhas set, the full luxury and enjoyment of 
the climate are felt. 

About a fortnight before our arrival, a con- 
siderable detachment of Bolivar^s troops had en- 
tered the town ; they were a part of the army so 
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long engaged in the dreadful reyolutionary wars of 
the Caraccas and Venezuela, between theBoyalists 
and Patriots. I made acquaintance with several 
English officers belonging to this force, who had 
gone through the whole of the campaigns. Their 
accounts, though interesting in the highest degree, 
do not belong to the present subject, and are, I 
believe, already generally known to the public. 
Whatever we may think of the prudence of peo- 
ple voluntarily engaging in such enter^mses, it 
is impossible not to respect the persevering forti- 
Uide with which they have endured privations 
and hardships of the most overpowering nature, 
and fiir exceeding anything known in regular ser- 
vices. In the streets, nothing was to be seen 
Imt Colombiatt officers and soldiers enjoying a par- 
tial respite from their hard labours ; for I observ- 
ed, diat die severe disci]|^ne which Bolivar has 
found it so advantageous to establish, was still 
unrelaxed, and that drilling parties, and fiequait 
mustering and exercising of the troops, were 
never intermitted ; so that the town was kept in 
a state of military bustle from morning till night 
Having occasion to send dispatches to the Com- 
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nuoider-iii-chief on the Jamaica station, I found 
no difficulty in procuring means, as there isa a»i- 
stant communication, both by merchant ships and 
men-of-war, from Chagres and Porto Bello with 
the West Indian ishinds. To such an extent is 
this carried, and rach is the superior importance 
of their West Indian intercourse, that every one, 
I observed, at Panama spoke, not as if residing 
on die shores of the Pacific, but as if he had 
been actually living on the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico. One gentleman said to me, that the 
Revolutionaire firigate had been here ten days 
ago, an assertion which surprised me greatly, as 
I had reason to know that this ship was not in 
these seas. On stating this to him, he laughed, 
and said he meant to speak of Porto Bello, on the 
other side of the isthmus, with the arrivals and 
departures of which he was much more familiar, 
than with those of his own port, in which he had, 
in fact, little or no mercantile concern. 

On the evening of the 4th of February, we 
took our leave of Panama, and proceeded to re- 
cruit our stock of water at the little island of Ta- 
boga, which lies about nine miles to the south- 
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ward. The anchorage is in a snug cove, oppo- 
Mte to a romantic little village, the huts of which, 
built of wattled canes, are so completely hid by 
the screen of trees which edges the beach, that 
they can scarcely be seen from where a ship lies, 
though not two hundred yards off; but the walls 
of a neat white-washed church, built on a grassy 
knoll, rise above the cocoa-nut trees, md dis- 
close the situation of the village. The stream 
from which vessels fill their water <^ks is nearly 
as invisible as the village ; the whole island, in- 
deed, is so thickly wooded, mnd the ground so 
crowded with shrubs and thick grass, that no- 
thing can at first be discovered, but a solid mass 
of brilliant foliage. 

As the days were intolerably hot, I determined 
to water the ship by night ; and she was accord- 
ingly moved as close to the shore as possible ; and 
the sea in this comer of the cove being as smooth 
as glass, the boats rowed to and from the shore all 
night with perfect ease ; and the moon being only 
one day short of the frill, there was ample light to 
work by. The casks were rolled along a path, 
to the side of a natural basin, which received the 
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Stream as it leaped over the edge of a rock, close- 
ly shrouded by creepers and flowers, intedaced 
into one imother, and forming a cancpy over the 
pool, from which our peojde lifted out the water 
with buckets. This spot was lighted only by a 
few chance rays of the moon, which found their 
way throuj^ the br<d(en screen of cocoa-nut 
trees, and spedded the ground here and thare. 
Through a long avenue in the woods, we could 
just discover the village, with many groups of 
the inhabitants sleeping before their doors on 
mats spread in the moonlight. The scene was 
tranquil and beautifiil, and in the highest de- 
gree characteristic of the climate and country. 

I discovered next morning, from the alcalde 
or governor, that a very imfavourable impression 
of the English had been left on the minds of the 
inhabitants of this island, by the conduct of 
a ruffian, said to be an Englishman, commanding 
a Chilian privateer, who, some time previously, 
had attacked the village, robbed it of all it pos- 
sessed, wantonly destroyed the church, and ill- 
treated the inhabitants. He pretended to act un- 
der the authority of the Chilian government, but 
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it is now well known that he had no right to hoist 
the flag of that country, by which he was dis- 
owned : in short, he was a pirate. 

I was desirous to do everything in my power 
to regain the good opinion of the islanders ; and 
was much pleased to find that no o£fence had 
been given to the villagers by our people during 
the night, but, on the contrary, that the inhabit^ 
ants were delighted with the prices they had got 
for their fruit and vegetaUes, and with the treat- 
ment they had received on board. 

I went, with several of the officers, in the 
course of the morning, to call upon the Alcalde, 
and his family. He had expected our visit, and 
had invited a party of his friends to meet us. I 
took the liberty to ofier each of the women some 
European trinket, from a collection made at Lima, 
in anticipation of such incidents. Nothing could 
be better bestowed, and after sitting for half an 
hour, we rose to take leave ; but the whole party 
insisted on accompanying us to the beach, where 
we were received by the natives who had left the 
village, and assembled to bid us good bye. They 
were a litde surprised, but seemed pleased when 

VOL. II. L 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



162 COLOMBIA. 

I invited the governor to accompany mQ on bowrd, 
which he readily agreed to. He was received 
with all attention, shown round the ship, and 
finally complimented with a salute of a few guns. 
His satisfaction, and that of his attendants, at this 
honour, and, indeed, of the whole inhabitants, 
many of whom had con^ ofi^ in their canoes, was 
very manifest, and exactly what I had hoped to 
produce. The occasion, indeed, was not a very 
important one, but it appeared, nevertheless, 
of some consequence, in so remote a country, to 
restore tl^ English to the good-will of these in- 
jured and unolEending people. I did not, there- 
fore, stop to inquire, whether or not, in strict 
etiquette, the govamor was entitled to a salute of 
three or four guns ; but I am quite sure the ob- 
ject was effectually answered by this noisy com- 
pliment, so dear to the wh<^ race which inhabit 
the CQasts of South America and Mexico. 

The watering was completed in the course of 
the day, after which we tripped our anchor, and 
made all sail out of the bay, on our course to 
Acapulco, which lies on the south-west coast of 
Mexico, at the distance of fifteen hundred miles 
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from Panama. There are two ways of jnaking 
this passive, one by going out to sea, far from 
the land; the other by creeping, as it is called, 
along shore. I preferred the latter method as 
the most certain, and as one which gave an oppor- 
txmity of seeing the country, and of making oc- 
casional observations on remarkable points of the 
Andes, the great chain of which stretches along 
the south-west coast of Mexico, predsely in the 
manner it does along the west shore of South 
America. 

On the 23d of February, eighteen days after 
leaving Panama, when we had reached a pointa lit- 
de to the northward of Gruatimala, we discovered 
two mt^nificent conical-shaped mountains tower- 
ing above the douds. So great was their height, 
t^t we kept them in sight for several days, and 
by making observations upon them at different 
stations, we were enabled to compute thmr dis- 
tancej and, in a rough manner, their elevation 
also. On the 23d, the western peak was distant 
eight^^ight miles, and, on the 24th, one hundred 
and five. The height deduced from the first 
day's observations was 14,196 feet ; and by the 
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second day's, 15,110 : the mean, being 14,653, 
is probably within a thousand feet of the truth, 
being somewhat more than two thousand fi^et 
higher than the peak of Tenerifife. The height 
of the eastern mountain, by the first day's obser- 
vations, was 14,409 feet, and, by the second, 
it was 15,382, the mean being 14,895. How 
fiur they may have preserved their peaked shape 
lower down we do not know, nor, indeed, can we 
say anything of the lower ranges from whence 
they took their rise, since our distance was so 
gpreat, that the curvature of the earth hid from 
our view not only their bases, but a considerable 
portion of their whole altitude. On the first day 
5273 feet were concealed, and, on the second day, 
no less than 77^ ^^^ ^ these mountains, toge- 
ther with the whole of the coast ridge, were ac- 
tuifly sunk below the horizon. Owing to the 
great distance, it was only at a certain hour of 
the day that these mountains could be seen at 
all. They came first in sight about forty mi- 
nutes before the sun rose, and remained visible for 
about thirty minutes after it was above the hori- 
son. On first coming in sight, their outline was 
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sharp and clear, but it became gradually less and 
less SO as the light increased. There was some- 
thing very striking in the majestic manner in 
whidi they gradually made their appearance, as 
the night yielded to the dawn, and in the my- 
sterious way in which they slowly melted away, 
and at length vanished totally from our view in 
the broad daylight. 

As it is radier an interesting problem to deter- 
mine the height of distant mountains, observed 
from sea, I subjoin, in a note, the necessary data 
for the computation. * 

* Data for computing the distance and height of the 
peaks near Gtiatimala in Mexico^ 23d February. 

Lat by mer. alt of Antares^ after the day had broke^ 
and ihe horizon consequently perfectly sharp and distinct. 
«Sd, - = 14* 93' N. long, by chron. 93" 7' W. 

94th, - =16 3 N. 93 38 W. 

Whence the base stretches N. 36^ 59' W. 50 miles long 

or = 57,53 Eng. miles. 

9Sd, True bearing of W. peak N. 59** 98' 58" E. 

Angle subtended by the two peaks 8 10 19 



93d, True bearing of E. peak N. 60» 39' 0" E. 
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We had now, for a very long period, been sail- 
ing about in the finest of all possible climates, 
without meeting a gale of wind, or encoun- 
tering bad weather of any kind; and as we 
had not been able to obtain particular informa- 
tion respecting the navigation of this coast, we 
sailed along it with the same confidence o€ meet- 
ing everywhere the delightfiil weather we had 

93d^ Alt. west peak^ obserted 1« 15! 55" 

1^3d, Alt. eaat do. 1 6 12 



Height of the obterfer's eye 16 feet. 
Baiom, 29,00. Therm. Si*". 
S4th, True bearing of western peak N. 85^ 40' £. 
Angle subtended by the peaks 3 44 



24th, True bearing of eastern peak N. 89^ 24' £. 



24th, Alt W. peak, observed 59 l^' 

24th, Alt E. do. 45 17 

Height of the observer's eye, 16 feet. 

Barom. 29,95. Thermom. 80^ 
Xat. W. peak, 15*^ 9' 54" N. Long. W. peak 92*» 3' 40" W. 
Lat. E. do. 15 4 50 N. E. 91 51 94 W- 

The bearings were determined astronomically, by mea- 
suring the angular distance between the peaks and the 
sun's limb, at sunrise. The altitudes were measured by 
four sextants. 
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been accustomed to. We had, as usual in 
such climates, all our thread-bare sails bent, our 
worn-out ropes rove, and were in no respect pre- 
|iared to encounter storms. On the evening of 
the 24th of February, the sun set with astonish- 
ing splendour, but with « wild lurid appearance, 
which, in any other country, would have put us 
inore upon our guard. The sun itself, when still 
considerably above the horizon, became of a blood- 
red c(dour, and the surrounding clouds assumed 
various bright tinges of a fiary character, fading 
into purple at the zenith,— the whole sky look- 
ing more angry and threatening than any- 
thing I ever saw before. The sea was quite 
smooth, but dyed with a strange and unnatural 
kind of redness by the reflection from the sky . 
In qHte of the notions we held of the fineness of 
the climate, I was made a little uneasy by such 
unusual appearances, and upon consulting the 
barometer, which, in these low latitudes, is sel- 
dom of much use, was startled by finding it had 
fallen considerably. This determined me imme- 
diately to shorten sail, but before it could be 
fully accomplished, there came on a fiirious gale, 
which split many of our sails, broke our ropes 
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like cobwebs, and had it not been for great exar- 
tions we might have been dismasted. At length 
we got things put in proper trim to withstand the 
storm, which lasted, with unabated violence, for 
two days. During the greater part of the gale 
the wind was fair, but blowing so hard, and with 
BO mountainous a sea, that we could make no use 
of it, nor show even the smallest stitch of sail, 
without its being instantly Uown to rags. 

The place where we were thus taken by eur- 
prise was near the top of the Gulf of Tecoante- 
pec, which lies opposite to that part of the Gkdf 
of Mexico, between Vera Cruz and Campeachy, 
nearly abreast of the narrowest part of the land^ 
and about three hundred miles to the eastward 
of Acapulco. 

On the 8th of Mardi, we anchored in Aca- 
pulco harbour, a place familiar to the memory of 
most people, from its being the port whence the 
rich Spanish galleons, of former days, took their 
departure to spread the wealth of the Western 
over the Eastern world. It is cdebrated also 
in Anson^s delightfiil ^Voyage, and occupies a 
conspicuous place in the very interesting ac- 
counts of the Buccaneers: to a sailor, there- 
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fbre^ it is classic ground in every sense. I 
cannot express the universal professional admira- 
tion recited by a sight of this celebrated port, 
which is, moreover, the very beau ideal of a har- 
bour. It is easy of access ; very capacious ; the 
water not too deep ; the holding-ground good ; 
quite free from hidden dangers, and as secure as 
the basin in the centre of Portsmouth dodc-yard. 
From the interior of the harbour the sea cannot 
be seen ; and a stranger coming to the spot by 
land would imagine he was looking over a se- 
questered mountain lake. 

When we had reached about half way up the 
harbour a boat came off to us, but as soon as the 
officer discovered who and what we were, he 
made off again, in great haste, to communicate 
the news. We had scarcely anchored when a 
barge rowed alongside with the governor of the 
town, accompanied by all the officers at the head 
of the different departments. The governor, 
after he and his suite had severally embraced me, 
made me a set speech, in which he said we had long 
and anxiously been looked for ; and that, as the 
Conway was the first of His Britannic Majesty^s 
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ships that had honoured t^ harbour of Acapul- 
CO widi her presence, he considered it his duty, 
no less than his inclination, to wave the usual 
etiquette, and come on board in person to welcome 
our arrival. Irepliedinthebest Casdlianl could 
muster to this remarkable comj^iiment ; after 
which he formally communicated a messi^e he 
had received by a special messenger from his 
Ser^ie Highness Gaieralissimo Don Augustin 
Iturbid^9 then at the head of the government, 
inviting me^ and all. my officers, to visit the capi- 
tal, and placing horses, aad ev^ means of tm- 
Telling, at our command. This was a most 
tempting occasion, indeed, to see the country; 
but it was impossible to avail ourselves of it, and 
we nu>st reluctantly declined the honour. The 
governor, after a long and cheerful visit, took 
his leave, after assuring us, that we should be 
^sted by all the means the local government 
possessed to complete our supplies, and to render 
our stay, which he entreated might be long, as 
agreeiible as possible. 

9th J/orcA.— In the mcHming, accompanied 
by all the officers in imitation of the governor/ 
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I returned the visit of kst evening. We were 
received with the greatest attention and kindness ; 
and, indeed, during our whole stay, nothing oould 
exceed the active hospitality of these people, the 
most civil and obliging of any we met with 
during the voyage. 

After the audience at Grovemment-house was 
cfver, I proceeded with the purser to inquire about 
supplies. On the way we fell in with a young 
Spaniard whom I had met at Canton, in China, 
some years b^re, who at once, with the promp- 
titude of renewed friendi^p, took charge of us, 
carried us to his house, and made us at home in 
a moment. /Such meetings with persons one 
never expects to see again, and in jdaoes so re- 
I mote from each other, are pecuHarly ii^eresting, 
Mid, perhaps, as much as anything else, charac- 
teristic €€ a naval life. This gentleman and I, 
for instance, had parted in China four years before; 
he had gone first to Manilla, and thence sailed east- 
ward till he reached the shores of Mexico: I had 
proceeded round the Cape of Good Hope, and 
eventually to the westward by Cape Horn, till, 
on reaching the same spot, we came together 
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again, after having between us dicunmaTigated 
the globe. 

The appearance of the country people at Aca- 
pulco differed from that of the South Americana ; 
their features and colour partake somewhat of 
the Malay character ; their foreheads are broad 
and square ; their eyes small, and not deep-seat- 
ed; their cheek-bones prominent; and their 
heads covered with black straight hair ; th&i sta- 
ture about the mediiun standard; their frame 
compact and wdl made. These are the country 
people who come to market with poultry, fruit, 
and vegetables, and are generally seen seated 
in the shade under the verandahs of the houses, 
or in their own ranchas, which are sheds made of 
mats loosely pinned together. 

We took notice of another dass, less savage in 
appearance than that just described, and rather 
more interesting ; they are the labourers and car- 
riers of burdens employed about the town, a tall, 
bold-looking, strong race of men ; they wear a 
hat, the crown of which is raised not more than 
three inches above a rim of such unusual width, 
that it serves as an umbrella to shade the whole 
body. Roimd their neck is suspended a large flap of 
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Stiff yellow leather, reaching below the middle, 
and nearly meeting a pair of greaves of the 
same material which envelope the thigh; the 
calves of the leg are in like manner wrapped 
round with pieces of leather tied carelessly on 
with a thong ; over the foot is drawn a sort of 
wide unlaced half-boot, which is left to float out 
like a wing from the ankle. These figures are 
stfrildng, and highly picturesque. Their colour 
is a iHnght coj^ier, and they probably have some 
intermixture of Spanish blood in their veins. 

The negroes form a third class at Acapulco; 
they were or^inally imported from Africa ; but in 
the course of time they have become a mixed race 
with the aborigines, and thus, also, may pos- 
sibly partake of a slight dash of Spanish blood. 
The result, however, is a very fine race of men : 
they retain the sleek glossy skin, the dark tint 
of the negro, and his thick lip, along with which 
we now see the smaller form, the higher forehead, 
prominent cheek-bone, the smaller eye, and the 
straight hair of the Mexicans, together with ma- 
ny other mingled traits which a closer observa- 
tion would be able to discriminate, but which a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



174 MEXICO. 

stranger is merdy consdous of seeing without big 
being able to define exactly in what the peculiari- 
ties consist. It may be remarked, that, in the 
Spanish transatlantic possessions, we find a 
greater variety of intermixtures or crosses of 
the human species than are met with in Europe, 
or, perhaps, in any other part of the world. 
The tribes of Indians, in the first place, are 
numerous, and distinct from one another; tbe 
Spaniards themsdkes differ in depth of colour, and 
in figure, according to their several provinces; 
and, lastly, the African differs from that of the 
whole. H^itaboldt, in his usual distinct and sa- 
tisfactory manner, (New Spain, Qook II. Chi^. 
VI.) has classed the various shades resulting from 
the admixture of these different peo^. 

X dined to-day with the young Spaniard, and 
met at his house the minister, as he is called, 
the chief dvil authority, and three other gciitle- 
men, being very nearly the whole society of 
Acapulco. I had been decorous of meedng these 
^ntlemen, in prder to learn something of the 
state of the country, but discovered, that they 
knew extremely little of what was going on, owing 
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to the very confiBed intercourse k^t up between 
Acapuloo and ^e capital, of, indeed, any otherpajrt 
of tbe country* The truth is, that, "vriith die excep*- 
iioxLo£ its splendid harbour, Aa^uko is, eom^ 
mercitdly speaking, an insignificant place, and 
hasbeeh so ev^ dnce the days c£ the gaUeonsi 
Itis not well situated for conunerce, as the coun^ 
try lying between it and Mexico is difficult to cross, 
dad is not rich eidier in agricultural preikice^ or 
in mines. The town, at present, o<»isist8 of not 
nunre than thirty hoiraes, with a large suburb of 
hutSy buik of reeds, wattled in open bai&et-work 
to give admission^ to the ab. It is guarded by 
an extensive and fi»n^daMe fortress, called the 
Casde of San Caaibs, standing dn a height, com- 
manding the w^iole harbour. The inhabitants 
ixid us, whm we ^^ressed our surprise at the 
smfdlness of the town, that the greater part of it 
had been shaken down by an earthquake. If this 
be tru^ the people hme been uncommonly care- 
fiil in removii^ the materials, for not a trace re- 
mained, that ^e could see, of any ruins. 

In the eourse of a long walk, which our party 
took after dinner, im earthquake was felt. We 
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were waUdng slowly along, when the gentlemen 
stopped, and one of them seeing us look surprised 
at their doing so, called out, << TemUor !^ (earth- 
quake.) A sound, like distant thunder, was then 
heard for about a quarter of a minute, but it was 
imposfidble to say firom whence it proceeded ; and^ 
although conscious that there was something un- 
usual in the noise, I cannot say exactly in what 
respect it was peculiar. The residents declared 
that they felt the tremor, but none of us were sen- 
sible of any modon. This was the fifth occasion 
since my arrival in the country, on which I had 
been present at earthquakes, without ever feeling 
any one of tibem in the slightest degree. 

On the 12th March, we sailed firom Acapulco 
ioT San Bias de California, so named, from its 
lying near that country, and, in order to distin- 
guish it from other Mexican towns of the same 
name. Although the distance from Acapulco to 
San Bias is no more than five hundred miles, it 
cost us sixteen days to make the passage. This 
was owing to the prevalent winds ofi^ the coast at 
this season of the year, being from the north- 
western quarter. The weather, however, was ex- 
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ta&iA^ fine, iShmf^ vetyhoi in iSte tt&^e af 
i^iay. In most tropical clils^ates, near the shore, 
t&ere previdl what are called land and sea breei^ 
es, which, if properly taken i^sntage of, greatly 
assist navigation on the eoastsr wh^e they ai^ 
found. During certain houyer of the day, the wind 
Mows from the sea towards 1^ shore, and, during 
the greater part o^ the night, it Mows from the 
limd. The navigator, whose obj^t is 1x^ malbe 
his way along the coast, takes aschrantage of these 
changes, by placing his ship at night-fidl so close 
to the shore, that he may profit by the first pulP 
of the land wmd ; and afterwards steers such a 
course throughout the n%ht, that, by the time 
the land wind dies away, the ship shall have 
reached that degree of offing, or distance from the 
coast, whidi it is most advantageous to be placed 
in, when t^e sea breeae of the next day shall set in. 
Both these winds ate mod^d to a certain e:^ 
tent m thm direction, by the winck which pre- 
vail on the coast, at a distance beyond the ibfitr- 
enee of these cUumal vaxiattong^ Thus we found 
both the land and die Seabreeze always disposed to 
have more north-westing in tbem, than, in strict- 
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11688, they ought to have had, that is, than tl^y' 
would have had in a situation where no such ge- 
neral cause prevailed in their neighbourhood. It 
was owing to this circumstance that our passage 
was so much retarded 

The most exact and pleasing description, that 
I have anywhere met with^ of these remarkable 
winds, is written by Dampier, one of the most 
pleasing and most faithful of voyagers ; and, as 
the passage is in apart of his works not generally 
read, except by profedsbnal men, I am tempted 
to insert it, 

^^ These sea-breezes do commonly rise in the 
morning about nine o^dock, sometimes sooner, 
sometimes later; they first approach the shore 
so gently, as if they were afraid to come near it, 
and oft-times they make some faint breathings, 
and, as if not willing to offend, they make a halt, 
and seem ready to retire. I have waited many a 
time, both ashore to receive the pleasure, and at 
sea to take the benefit of it 

^' It comes in a fine small black curl upon the 
water, whereas all the sea between it and the 
diore, not yet reached by it, is as smooth and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DAMPIER. 179 

even as glass in comparison. In half an hour^s 
time after it has reached the shore, it fans pret- 
ty briskly, and so increaseth, gradually, till twelve 
o^clock, then it is commonly strongest, and lasts 
so till two or three a very brisk gale ; about 
twelve at noon, it also veers off to sea two or three 
points, or more in very fair weather. After three 
o^dock, it begins to dye away again, and gradu- 
ally withdraws its force till all is spent, and about 
five o^clodc, sooner or later, according as the 
weather is, it is lulled asleep, and comes no more 
till the next morning. 

^^ Land-breezes are as remarkable as any winds 
that I have yet treated of; they are quite contra- 
ry to the sea-breezes ; for those blow right from 
the shore, but the sea-breeze right in upon the 
shore ; and as the sea-breezes do blow in the day 
and rest in the night ; so, on the contrary, these 
do Mow in the night and rest in the day, and so 
th^ do alternately succeed each other. For 
when the sea-breezes have performed theii^ o£Bces 
of the day, by breathing on their respective coast% 
they^in the evening, do either withdraw from 
l})e coast, Oft lye down to rest. Then the laadf 
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winds, whose office it is to breathe in the night, 
moved by the same order of Divine impulse, do 
rouse out of their private recesses, and gently fan 
the air till the next morning, and then their task 
ends, and they leave the stage. 

** There can be no proper time set when they 
do begin in the evening, or when they retire in 
the morning, for they do not keep to an hour, 
but they commonly spring up between six and 
twelve in the evening, and last till six, eight, or 
ten in the morning. They both come and go 
away again earlier or later, according to the 
weather, the season of the year, or some acciden- 
tal cause from the land. For, on some coasts, 
they do rise earlier. Mow fresher, and remidn later 
than on other coasts, as I shall show hereafter. 

^^ These winds blow off to sea, a greater or 
less distance, according as the coast lies more or 
less exposed to the sea-winds : For, in some pla- 
ces, we find them brisk three or four leagues off 
shore, in other places, not so many miles, and, in 
some places, they scarce peep without the rocks, 
or if they do sometimes, in very fair weather, 
make a sally out a mile or tw(9^, they are not last- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VOLCANO OF COLIMA. 181 

ing, but suddenly vanish away, though yet, th^e 
are every night as fresh land-winds ashore, at these 
places, as in any other part of the world. '"* 

Being always near the land, we found a con* 
stant source of interest in the sight of the Andes, 
and sometimes, also, of the lower lands, close to 
the sea, which we approached so near as to see 
the huts, and even the inhabitants themselves ; 
but, though very desirous of landing to examine 
things more closely, we were obliged, finr want of 
time, to deny ourselves this gratification. As it 
was seldom that a day passed without our seeing 
some remarkable peak, or range of the moun- 
tains, the sketchers and the surveyors were neyet 
idle. We kept sight of one grand peak, the Volca- 
no of Colima, for no less than five days, during 
which it was drawn in every point of view, anc} 
its true geographical place ascertained within very 
smaU limits, by means of cross bearings and as- 
tronomical observations. But in the whole range, 

• Darapier's Discourse of the Trade Winds, Breezes, 
Storms, Seasons of the Year, Tides and Currents of the 
Torrid Zone, throughout the World. Published at Lon- 
don in 1699. Vol. II. pages 37, et seq. of his Voyages. 
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we }?ad not the satisfaction of discovering one voL 
cano in action, nor even one emitting smoke> which 
was a considerable disappointment. At night we 
firequently saw brilliant fires on remote and very 
elevated spots, and sometimes bright reflections 
firom the sky, of great illuminations beneath, whidi 
were invisible to us, but we were always incredu^ 
lous as to their originating in volcanoes. 

The only distinct snow we saw was on the top 
of Colima. The temperature of the air, for the 
first ten days after leaving Acapulco, was always 
considerably above 80° even at night. It after- 
wards fell to 7^^ & diminution in temperature 
wjiich was sensibly felt by every one. 

On the 28th March, at three o^clock in the 
aft;emoon, we anchored at San Bias, having com- 
jdeted a coasting voyage from the Island of Mo- 
cho, on the south coast of Chili, nearly to Cali- 
fornia, a distance of four thousand six hundred 
miles ; during the whole of which, with the excep- 
tion of about two hundred leagues between Guay- 
aquil and Panama, the land was constantly in 
sight. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

MEXICO. 

Vlfir TO TEFIC^ A TOWN IN NEW 6AI/TCIA. 

As no English man-of-war had ever before an- 
chored in the port of San Bias, the arrival of the 
Conway created considerable interest; and we had 
scarcely secured the ship before boats were seen 
bustling on board, firom all quarters, to inquire 
for and to give news. We had little to commu- 
nicate, as we had been so long on our passage ; 
but- from some ships recently arrived from Lima, 
North America, and India, we learned many inter- 
esting particulars. This port had been so recent- 
ly thrown open to a free trade wi A all the world, 
that we had not expected to jSnd so many ships ; 
nor was this the only instance in which we had 
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miscalculated the activity of commercial enter- 
prise, wherever it is happily unrestricted and un^ 
protected. 

After a few minutes ride from the landing- 
place, we found ourselves in the town of San Bias, 
which is perched, like an eaglets nest, on the top 
of a rock a hundred and fifty feet high, absolute!- 
ly precipitous on three sides, and very steep on 
the fourth, and rising out of a low swampy plain, 
which, in the rainy season, is laid completely un- 
der water. 

As I found that the merchants, both English 
and Spanish, lived in the interior, som^ at the 
DLeighbouring town of TejAc, others at the pio- 
vkkdal icapLtal, Guadalaxara, I determined to 
psoiceed to the farmer place, to learn the state 
of the commercial interccmrse with England, and 
whethe;: I could in ^ny way contribute to advance 
tbe initerests of the British trade in that quarter. 

A Bevolution, I £bund, had taken place not 
long be&re our arrival on the coast, by which 
the <x)untry of Mexico was declared independent 
of $|)ain; l^ there bfui bei^ »o further quiuTel be^ 
tween tke countries; on Ae ocmtrary, tiie umen ef 
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Mexieaiis and Spaniards formed an essential part 
if the nevr constitution. The Spanish m^chants, 
diesefore, the great, and akaost the only capital- 
iats, mere allowed to remain in the country. 
Trade was dedared to be free to all persons, and 
with all countries ; yet Ais invitation of oompeti- 
tion did not much affect die resident Spaniards 
at first, ainoe they were already sole possessors of 
the market, by holding in their hands the great- 
er part of the active trading cajntal ; it rather 
ai^rmented Aar profits, by giving them a wider 
range tor the employment of their fimds. It 
was intimated to me, shratly after I had land- 
ed, ^at the Giiadalazara and Topic merdiants 
were anxious to estaUish, for the first time, a di- 
sect ccmunerdal int^course with England, «id 
that the arrival of the Conway had been anxious* 
ly lodced for, in <Hrder that arrangements in that 
view might, if possiUe, be entered into. I lost 
no time, therefi)re, in seeing these merchants, and 
set out on the next day fer Topic, in company 
with an English gentleman, captain of an East 
India ship, and a young Spaniard firom Cricutta. 
The first part <^ our journey lay across low 
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swamps, covered with brushwood^ and enveloped 
in creeping, aguish^looldng mists. In the course of 
a few hours, we hegsxk to ascend the hills, where 
the country was richly wooded, the trees being tied 
to one another by festoons of innumerable creep- 
ers, waving gracefully above the impervious un- 
derwood, which concealed the ground from our 
view, and gave the forest precisely the air of an 
Indian jungle. 

We passed several villages built of canes^ with 
peaked roo&, rising to twice the height of the 
walls> thatched with the large leafy branches of 
the cocoa-nut tree, fastened down by rattans. 
At the half-way house, in the village of Fon* 
sequa, we fell in with san English party of old 
friends going down to the port. We had all met 
before in the midst of the turbulent times at 
lima^ and little expected to encounter one an- 
other, at the next interview^ in the depths of a 
M^can forest. In the interval, the different 
members of the company had visited, at very re- 
markaUe moments, many of the revolutionized 
countries ; so that, when we compared notes, the 
several accounts were interesting^ and curious in 
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die highest d^ree. We joined dinners, and sat 
afterwards for upwards of three hours talking over 
old and new adventures, till, at length, the San 
Bias party mounted and set off; while we, not 
dioosing to encounter the sun, looked about for 
cool places to take our desta. A great sugar 
mill dose to us, which had been working all day^ 
and screaking in the most frightftd manner, now 
stood still ; the labourers went to sleep under the 
bushes ; the tired bullocks were dozing stupidly 
in the sun, craunching, from time to time, some 
dried Indian com husks ; aD the villagers had dis- 
appeared ; everything was perfectly still ; and we 
soon caught the drowsiness which universally pre^ 
vailed, and fell asleep in an open shed under a most 
enormous tamarind tree, whose branches over- 
shadowed half the village. 

The rest of the journey lay through a thick fo- 
rest along wild mountain-paths, by which we gra- 
dually ascended so high^ that before the evening 
there was a sensible change in temperature— caus- 
ing that bounding elasticity of spirits which such 
transitions, accompanied by change in elevation, 
invariaUy produce. 
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The moimtain scenery, during the latter part 
of the day, was bright and gorgeous beyond all 
description, and the sun had but just set when we 
reached the top of an Alpine knoU, or brow of one 
of the highest ridges : this spot was free from trees, 
and matted oyer with a smooth grassy turf, pro. 
jecting 80 much beyond any ground in the neigh- 
bourhood, that it gave us a commanding view of 
the whole surrcmnding country, even to the sea. 
We stood here for some time admiring thas mag- 
nificent scene, «m1 watching the n^d change in 
colour which the woods underwent, at different 
elevations, as the sun^s rays became fainter and 
fainter ; till at last all Imlliancy and v«iety w&m 
lost in one cold, grey, unpleasing tint. Presendy 
it became dark for a time, after which a very dif- 
ferent landscape arose, and finally setded for die 
night in broad black shadows, and Inright fringes, 
under the gender influence of the moon* 

While we were admiring the scenery, our people 
hadostablished themselves in a hut, and were pre- 
paring suj^r, und^ the direction of a peasant, a 
tall copper-coloured sani-barbarous native of the 
forest ; but who, notwithstanding his uncivilised 
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app^yan ce^ turned oat to be a vei^ iiktmd M^ 
hWj and gare ns suf&cieiitly pettinent imsWcftis t^ 
most of our queries. The young Spaniard of otii' 
party^ a royalist by birth, and half a patriot hi 
sentiment, asked him what harm the King had 
done, that the Mexicans should have thrown 
him off? « Why,'' answered he, " as for the 
King, his only fault, at least that I know abottt, 
was hi& living too far off: if a king really b^ 
good for a country, it appears to me, that he 
ought to live in that country, not two thousand 
leagues away from it.'*' On asking him what hid 
opinion was of the free trade people were talking 
so much about? ^* My opinion of the free 
trade," said the mountaineer, ^^ rests on this,— «• 
formerly I paid nine dollars for the piece rf cloth 
of which this shirt is made, I now pay two'— that 
forms my opinion of the free trade," 'The Spatt* 
iard was fairly baffled. 

Sist March. — ^At daybreak next morning, at 
ter travelling over the hills, we came in sight of 
Tepic, a large and beautifril town, in the midst 
of a cultivated plain. It seemed strange to us that 

10 
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dicre should have existed so large and important 
a place, of which, until a few weeks before, we 
had never even heard die name. It is the city 
next in in^rtance to Guadalaxara, the capital 
of New Galida. It is built in the regular 
manner before described, and lies near the cen- 
tre of a basin or valley formed by an irregu- 
lar chain €£ volcanic mountains. The appear- 
ance of the town is rendered very lively by rows 
of trees, gardens, and terraced walks, amcmgst 
the houses, all kept green and fresh by the wa^ 
ters of a river which encircles the town on three 
of its sides. 

In the course of the mcnning I had several 
conferences with the merchants ci Topic, and 
with the agents of those at Guadalaxara. It ap-i 
peared, that the commercial capitalists of thia 
part of Mexico were desirous of opening a direct 
communication with England ; and, in order to 
do this safely and effectually, they proposed to re- 
mit a considerable quantity of specie to London, in 
the Conway, for which retu^ms were to be made in 
English goods, in the manner practised ever since 
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the opemng of the trade in Peru, Chili, and Bue- 
nos Ayres. Afber a long discussion, I agreed to 
remain tiQ a certain day, to give time for commu- 
nications to be held with Guadalaxara, and with 
Mexico, it being necessary to obtain permission 
firom the Supreme GroTemment, before any trea- 
sure could be exported. Meanwhile, the mer- 
chants of Topic, that no time might be lost, un^ 
dertook to collect their fimds, and to send off ex- 
presses to Mexico and the other towns from which 
money was likely to be transmitted. 

In the afternoon we had an opportunity of see- 
ing the gay world of Topic, especially the female 
part, to great advantage. At about an hour be- 
fore sunset, apparently the whole population re- 
paired in large femily groups to the church of La 
Santa Cruz, by a broad public walk, shaded by 
four or five rows of chesnut trees, extending 
nearly half a mile out of the town. The evening 
was exceedingly pleasant, for the sun was low, and 
no longer scorched us, as it had done during the 
morning. The church stands in a little hollow, 
behind a small grassy knoll, through which the 
road leading to the court of the church had been 
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eat. Through this apening the town $mA ^ 
hills hejrond it, and part of the great puUie widk, 
could be Htm from the poreh at the entrance of 
the chiurebt iti ether respects the spot was 
quite sedttdMiy and cut tS firom the sight of the 
low country surrounifiBg the town. 

As none exc€|^ womeBf enteted the ehwreh, we 
were unwilling to intnide to see what ceremonies 
were performed. The door ^as tlmnt^ed with 
comers and goers, and a eontiaued low humming 
noise, like that round a bee^hive on a fine sum- 
mer's day, indicated that a muMtode were en- 
gaged in a common pursint. S<»netimes a group 
of six or eight damsels would arrire together, 
and Yamda at the entrance ; or a stray demtere 
Beata would steal in at the side with affected 
humility. A compact cluster of merry lasses, a 
minute before in h^h gossip, m^t be seen so- 
bering down their looks and adjusting their diawls 
as tl^y iq^roached the chmrch; while another 
party, still running over their last * ave,' were 
pressing outwirds, and, as sooH as the threshold 
was passed, flying off in all directions. 
The women of the lower dass wore lively colour- 
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ed gowns, aud scarfs, called Bebosos, generally 
of a blue and white pattern, not printed but woven. 
Some of the patterns consisted of red, blue, and 
white, in zig-zag stripes, differently arranged. The 
dress of the very poorest class was of cotton only, 
that of the othciXB was of a mii^ture of cotton and 
dlk, and some were entirely of silk ; the wh(de be* 
ing of the manufacture of the country. 

3d. — During the middle c^ the day no one 
could stir abroad ; but at half past three at 
four, when it began to get pleasant,^ riding or 
talking parties were fcmnedt In the evening 
every house wai? ready to receive visitoria, but 
there were generally one or two, more the fi^- 
shion than the rest, to which strangers werq 
invited as a matter of course, and th^ were al^ 
ways sure of meeting pleasant company* Th^ 
men of business generally went to their counts 
ing-houses early in the morning. The ladies be^ 
came visible about ten Q^cloqk, and genaraUy re* 
ceived company in the.prindpal bed^room* One 
oVlpdk was the invariable dinner hour, a&d from 
two to half past three or fpur all the wprl4 

VOL. II. N 
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were taking their siesta, the streets at this period 
being literally deserted. 

The ladies of Tepie have already learned to 
dress in the European style, of course some 
years behind the ^hion, but still without any- 
thing peculiar to describe. The gentlemen 
wear low brimmed brown hats, encircled by 
a thick gold or alyer band, twisted up like a 
tope. When mounted every gentleman carries a 
sword, not belted round him^ as with us, but 
thrust, in a slanting diirection, into a case made 
for the purpose in the left flap of the saddle, so 
that the sword lies imder not over the thigh, 
while the hilt rises nearly as high as the pommel 
of the saddle, where it is more readily grasped^ 
in case of need, than when left dancing by the 
side. The saddle rises abruptly four or five 
inches, both brfore and behind ; in order, as I was 
told, to give the rider support both in going up 
and in coming down the very steep roads of the 
country. On each side of the saddle, before the 
knees, hangs a large skin of some shaggy coated 
animal, reaching nearly to the ground ; in wet 
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weather these are drawn over the rider'd 1^, while 
what is called the mangas covers the body. This is 
a doak exactly resembling theponcho of the south, 
being of an oblong form, with a hole in the mid- 
dle to receive the Head. In Mexico these cloaks 
are generally made of fine cloth, richly ornament- 
ed round the neck with gold embroidery. The 
stirrups are made of wood, taken no doubt from 
the Spanish box stirrup, but they are more neatly 
made than in Spain, and are lighter, and fit the 
foot better. Every gentleman rides with a pair 
of silver spurs of immoderate length and weight, 
and, instead of a whip, holds in his hand a long 
and curiously twisted set of thongs, which are 
merely a tapered continuation of the slender 
strips of hide 6t which the bridle is made, plaited 
into a round cord. 

'Jih April. — Stmday,-^T\ie public were kept 
in foil employment all this day, first, by high 
mass'; next, by feats of horsemanship in an open 
circus ; and, lastly, by a play. The theatre was 
nide enoi^h, but the greater number of the party, 
having seen no other, were perfectly satisfied. 
The audience were ' seated on benches pl«eed on 
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the ground, in a large court open to the sky. 
The stage was formed of loose planks ; the walls 
of cane and plaster, covered by a roof formed of 
boughs ; the scenes consisted of pieces of cloth 
pinned togeth^, apd suspended from the cross 
bars supporting the thatch; there was no light 
but that.of the moon. Thexlimate was so mild, 
that we sat for several hours without any incon- 
venience either ftom cold or from dew. As for 
the {day itself, it deserved a better stage and bet- 
ter acting ; it was said to be a comedy of Calde- 
ron^s, and eaiased great mirth« 

9th Jpril^^^Th&te was always a tertulia, or 
party, somewhere every evening, to which we 
w^re expected to go, as a matter of course, with- 
out particular invitation. I shall endeavour to 
describe that which I visited last night. 

Across the upper end of a huge room, and for 
some distance along the sides, were seated the 
ladies, about twenty in number, in a compact line, 
and glued, as it were, to the wall. Sometimes, in 
the course of the evening, a gentleman succeeded 
in obtaining a station amongst the ladies, but hie 
was generally an intimate acquaintance, or a very 
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determined stranger. In each comer of the room 
waft placed a small stone table, on which stood a 
dingy tallow-candle, the feeUe glimmer of which 
gave a dismal light to tlie tocnn ; but, by an incon<^ 
gruity characteristic of the country, the candle- 
stick was large and handsome, and q£ massy direr. 
Behind the light, in a glass case, was displayed an 
image of the Virgin, dressed up as Nuestra Se- 
nora de Guadaloupe, the patron safait ^ Mexico, 
almost suffocated with a provision of tawdry arti* 
ficial flowers. The line of ladies on pne side 
reached to the door, and, on the side oppo- 
site, to a table about half-way aloi^ the room, 
on which were placed wine and water — gen- 
tlemen^s hats, and ladies^ shawls. . Against one of 
the comer tables there rested a guitar ; and it 
seldom happened that there was not some parson 
present ready to play a popular tune, or to ac* 
company the ladies, many of wh<Hn sung very 
prettily. This occasional music Went on with- 
out intermpting the conversation; indeed, the 
sound of the guitar, amongst the Spaniards, or 
their descendants, is so familiar, that it acts more 
as a stimulus, a sort of accompaniment to conver- 
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saticm^ than as an interruption. At the fiirther 
end of the room waa a card-table, where most of 
the g^titlemen played at a game called mont^. 
The spaicci in the middle of the room seemed to 
be allotted as a. play*^ground for the children of 
the house, imd those of many removes in con- 
sanguinity. The nurses too, and the old servants 
of the fiimily, used the privil^i^ of walking in 
and out ; and sometimes they addressed such of 
the company as happened t^ be seated near 
the door. It may be remained here, that in all 
those countries a degree of fiimiliaidty is allowed 
between the servants and their supeiiors, of 
which in England there is no example in any 
rank of life. 

The entrance to the room was from a deep 
verandah, or, more properly jspeaking, a passage 
open to the court and flower-garden in the centre 
of the quadrangle forming the house. 

It occurred to me during the evening, that if 
a perscm were suddaily transported from Eng- 
land to ^is pmty, he might be much puzzled to 
say where he had got to. On entering the house, 
by an approach not unlike the ardied gateway of 
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an inn, he would turn into the verandah, where 
he would, in vain, inquire his way from one of 
the boys playing at bo-peep round the columns, 
or scampering in themoonlight amongst the shrubs 
in the centre of the quadrangle; nor would he 
gain more information from the girls, who would 
draw up' and becoiiie as prim and starch as possi- 
ble, the moment they beheld a stranger, and would 
pout at him^ and transfix him with tlteir coaLblack 
eyes^ but could not be brought toutterasingleword. 
Mustering courage he might enter the drawing- 
room ; in an instant all the gentlemen would rise 
and stand before their chairs Hke statues ; but, 
as neither the mistress of the famise, nor any 
other lady, ever thinks of rising, in those coun- 
tries, to receive or take leave of a gentleman, our 
friend would be apt. to conceive his reception 
somewhat cold* He could have no time to make 
minute remarks, and would scarcisly notice the 
unevenly paved brick floor — the bare plastered 
walls — ^the naked beams of the roof, through 
which the tiles nnght be counted — ^indeed, the 
feebleness of the light would greatly perplex his 
obsenrations. The elegant dresses, the hand- 
some looks, and the lady-like appearance of the 
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vomen, w#iild naturally lead lum to hnagiiie he 
was in ivgpeetable company ; bat, when he dis- 
ooveredaU the ladies smoking a^ar g a nd heard 
them laughing most obstrep«»uslyi and scream- 
uig out their obaerrationS) at the top of their 
vdces^ he would relapse into his fonner dmibts ; 
eqpecidly vfaen he lenuaked the gentlemen in 
boots and doaks, and some with their hats on. 
N^faer would his ideas be cleared up by seeing 
the party at the oth^ end of the room engaged 
in deep play, amidst a cloud o£ tobacco smoke. 
And were he now as suddeidy transported back 
again to his own ooimtry, it might be difficult to 
petsuade. him, that he had been amongst an 
agreeabte^ amiable^ and well-bred peoj^e — ^in the 
/very first sodiety-*--in the Grosvenor Square, in 
abort, of the dty of Tepic. 

12^— -*I made one of a great dinner-party to- 
day, a sort offcast, or, as it is called in Spanidi, 
A convit^. The hour named was one o^dock, 
but it Was half jast one before the company were 
tdl assmibled. They were first invited to a «ide- 
room to take a whet, which looked more like a 
substantial limcheon. In the middle of the table 
was placed a ham, flanked by two huge bowls, one 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CONVITE'. 201 

dTpundi, the other of fiangftYee; A ttiktute of wine, 
sugsr^ lemon-juice, and spieee. At each end of 
the tiMe stood a dldi of efaeeise, ingemoudy carv- 
ed into the shajie of iradishes afid tomips* At 
eadi eotner wa&adi^ of olives, eovered with 
sliced of raw onions^ ioating about iti vinegar. I 
need not add, there wiui aquatdie)%te and wine in 
proAision. Such ample justice was done to this 
whet, that the dinner, I thought, stood a poor 
chance of being touched ; but in this I was much 
mistakeil. 

Forty people sat down to one taUe. At the 
top were placed the two principal ladies ; on their 
right sat the military commandet*4n-cfaief, while 
I was requested to at on the other side, next to 
the lady of the house. Then came the Alcalde, 
the chief civil authority, and so on. The master 
of the house se^ed at table, in the capacity of 
waiter, assisted most good-naturedly by foidp or five 
gentlemen, for whom there were no places, and 
who preferred making themselves us^il in. this 
way, to dining in another apartment along with 
ten or a dozen others, equally shut out by want 
of room. 
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.tAifitsl^a^iulpitiiMB kind of calm prevailed, 
buA'tUe iflMp luwt no$itcelj been removed before 
ihmf^' ipfeoNA -sytttj^UnAn of an approaching 
storm. • WMle we wete dncuBsing the oUa/the 
dUi which aMraTB feucceeda the soup, a princi- 
pal person in conrpasiy rose up and shouted out 
^ Gopas en maaof hon^ yowr glasses. But 
hb had to tepeat his mandate several thn^, and 
to.fllretoh ont his tamUer brim^Ml of wine, be- 
foiie the distant parts of the taMe stood up in ho- 
nour of the toast, which was one of die common- 
places of the day, ^ Union y libcrtad.'* After 
this fflgnal, iken wtas laepl up, during the whole 
dinner, a constant discharge of toasts and senti- 
ments ; and upon an average, towards the end of 
dinner, ibere could be no less than ten or twelve 
men, on tlteir le^, idl speaking at once, at the 
full stretch of their voices, and accompanying 
every r^narit wilii some theatrical gestieula- 
tioo. Odiers kqit their seats, thinking, perhaps, 
they might thereby have a fairer aim af the table, 
wjiieh rung frc^m end to end with the blows by 
wlndh these oratorlsi sought to enforce ijieir argu* 
mehtSi 

10 
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Meanwhile the diimar weikt€«^aa if nothing 
remiickahte was pao^^; the |ijffies^r«ni dbhes 
weie cbacig^d by the sarvants aiid Ibeir^vqhmftecr' 
aaststants, with siogidar ^exlmty^ and in^qiite 
of this Ys^t coni^oti* The^^ bottle {msdsd^ 
more apd mone ]:apidly ; the noise increased ;| the ^ 
baw]|iers became morenumerous ; aadby the time the' 
dinner was well over, the jmr^ fdyi t^ pieeesy- andi 
all 4seemed "Qproasf and confiision : groups of >finiPi 
or five, and-sometiaQies twiee that munbeor, mij^ti 
be seen clustered together, all q>eddng or snig*. 
ing at once. I never was more aslomshed/dun 
at seeing^ so many men, on all oth^ occafflcms' 
perfect modds of decorum, suddi^y loae^^beir 
formality, and act Cke so many pr<^essed tc^ns 
and merrymal^ars. At first I thpught^hii^imiisti 
needs end in blow^ and stood {nrepar^ to ayoUt 
the bottles and glasses which were likely to be 
flying about But after a li^le while, it vwas 
easy to discover more sounds of mirth than of an- 
ger ; and the ladies, who must have been ac- 
customed to such scenes, sat vary composedly, 
viewing it all with great delight. 

Something Kke order was presently restored by 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



204 MEXICO. 

the feats of a merry Biscayan, wlio dressed him- 
self like a cook, by throwing off his coat and 
waistcoat, turning ap the sleeves of his shirt 
above the elbows, and pinning a napkin across 
his iH'east. Those who knew him of old were 
immediately aware of what he was going to do, 
and roared out pastel !. pastel ! (a pie f a pie f) 
upon which all longing, drinking, and talking 
were put an end to, and every one crowded round 
to see this famous pie made* 

The Biscayan first indicated by signs that 
a large dish was to be supported before him, into 
which he pretended to place a number of ingre- 
dients, naming each as he affected to put it 
into his pie. These ingredients consisted princi- 
pally of his friends^ some of whom he inserted in 
whole ; of others merdly some ridiculous quality, 
or characteristic peculiarity ; and as he chose on- 
ly such, persons as were present, the laugh went 
round against each in his turn. His satire 
was sometimes very severe, especially against 
the ladies ; and at length he pretended, after a 
long and witty pre&ce, to cut up the curate, who 
was sitting opposite, and thrust him into the dish. 
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to the unspeakable delight of the company. No 
one enjoyed the laugh more than the worthy cu- 
rate hunself. But the Bis<^yan was too judicious 
to risk tiring his audience with any more of the 
pie after this last happy sally, so catching up a 
guitar, an instrument always at hand wherever 
Spanish is spoken, and casting his eye round 
the company, he addressed an appropriate extem- 
pore verse to each of the principal guests : then 
jumping off the table, on which he had seated 
himself to play the guitar, he set about imitating 
the manner of walking and speaking of five or 
six different provinces of Spain, 'this mimicry, 
though lost upon us, appeared to be so accurately 
done, that he could scarcely begin an imitation, 
before a number of voices called out " Gaditano T 
" Gallego !^' or whatever might be the province 
the manners of which he was representing. 

His last feat was one which certainly would 
not have been permitted a year or two beforie in 
a country so bigotted, or, indeed, in any country 
unda* Spanish control. ^ Having taken a tat>le- 
cloth, he dressed himself like a priest, and assum- 
ing the most ludicrous gravity of countenance, 
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wait Arot^h a part of the ceremony of high 
siadB^io thevifimte delight of the company, who 
flhoDk 4^6 hmide with peals of laughter. The cu- 
la^ was nowhere to be seeih daring tMs exhiU- 
tum, wbioh he oould not, I suppose, hare permit- 
ted td go on, alAough, indeed, everything serious 
seemed banished for the time. 

Immediately after this joke, the noise ceased, 
iho party broke up, and every one went off to his 
ttMta, with a composure, and steaditiei^s, which 
shamed ^at the greater part of the preceding riot 
"km the eSect' of chmce, not of intoxication ; to 
which, certainly, in appearance, it was most close- 
fyal|iedr. To satisfy myself on this point, I en- 
Icfoed^into ^conversation with several of the most 
botstemugy but they were now so perfectly quiet 
and sedate, that it was difficult to believe they 
liere the same individuals who, but a few mi- 
Kuliabef<ire^ had been,*ai^>arenily, so completely 

oS^me days after this dinner, I went to the 
Convent of La Oua to visit a friend ii^ho was do- 
ing penance, not for a sin he had committed, but 
f6r«ne he was preparing to commit* The case 
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was this : Don N. h|4 ^^^t^ }psli^i«ife, and 
not choosing, tQ lite in fiotifuf^ look^i sdioi^kior 
another helpmate; .and being of a<'^c^aliilicte 
to tak^ Uttle trouble in sucb a re^i$«rdb> ot^ fdxk;- 
bably, thinking that no labolur could ptQt^^.>S&r 
him any one so suitable as what his own ho^ae 
afforded, he proposed the nuitter t^lmiBLteiyhgr 
mented wi&^s sister, who had fived in hia^bctise 
for several years, and who, as he told me, hnnseH^ 
was not only a veiy good sort of parsoii^ but^flft 
well acquainted with all 4he detailf^ of his ^hottfie^^ 
hold, known and esteemed by his efaildreiiy astd 
accustomed to Im society. . ^ ^ 

' The church, ho^^ver^ looked excee^gfyjgtava 
upon the occasion; not^ however, as I at ivstinip^ 
posed, from the nearness of the conneotifmy or 
the shortness of the interval «ince the first wifienar 
death, but beciius^ th^ mtepded huiy had : stood 
godmother to four of Dc^ I^.?s children* ^lua^ 
the church said, was a serious bar to the new al*r 
liance, which noljbing conld sunnount but pro- 
tracted penances ai^d. e^ensi^ve chaHty. ^ . « 
Don N. was urgent^ and % cdupQil was a«fi|»ih; 
bled to deliberate on the matt^f . The leamoffif^ 
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body declared, idler some ducusdoiiy the case to 
be a very knotty one ; and that, as the kdy had 
been four times godmother to Don N.^s children, 
it was imposnble she could marry him. Neverthe^ 
less, the Fathers, compassionate persons, wished 
to give the unhappy couple another chance, and 
agreed to refer the question to a learned doctor in 
the neighbourhood, skilled in all difficnlt ques- 
tions of casuistry. This sage person decided that, 
according to the canons of the church, the mar- 
riage might take place, on payment of a fine of 
four hundred dollars : two for the poor in pocket, 
and two for the poor in spirit, namely the priests. 
But to expiate the crime of marrying a quad- 
ruple godmother, a slight penance mu^ also 
be submitted to, in the following manner. Don 
N. was to place himself on his knees before 
the altar, with a long wax^-candle burning in his 
band, while his intended lady stood by his side, 
also holding a candle; and this was to be re- 
peated in the face of the congr^ation for one 
hour, during every Sunday and fast-day dirouglu 
out a whole year; after which purifying ex- 
i 
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pogiire^ the parties wer^ to b^ held diigible to 
proceed witL the marriage. 

Don N., who hod no mind to put his oon^ 
sciciice or his knees to any sudi discipUne>took Ins 
own measures on the occasion* What thesd 
irere, the idle puUic took the Ubertj of guessing 
broadly enough^ but no one could say positiyely^ 
At the end of a wedc^ howerer, it was aimouQced, 
that the case had undeigone a caieM examina^ 
tbn^ and that it had been deemed prop^ to com- 
mute the penance into one weekV retirement from 
the world : that is to say, Don N. was to shut 
himself up in the Convent of La Cruz, diere to 
fast and pray in solitude and silence for seren 
days. The manner in which this penance was 
performed is an appropriate commentary on the 
whole transaction. The penitent, aided and as^ 
sisted by two or three of the jovial friars of the em- 
Tent, passed the evening in discussii^ some capital 
wine^s^t out for the occasion by Don N.Mmseif, 
after eating a dinner^ prepared by the cook of the 
convent, the best in New Oalicia. As for silenee 
and solitude, his romping boys and girls were with 
him during* aU the morning ; beindes a score of 

VOL. II. O 
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vidtorf , who stiolkd daily oat of town m fiur «» 
the convent, to keep np die poor nuufs qpirits^ 
by relating all the gowip wliich waff afloat dbout 
his marriage, his penitence, and the wonderful 
kindness of the church. 

The interest I took in the question throughout, 
induced D<m N. to invite me to the wedding. 
The ceremony did not diffi^ essentially from omr 
own: there was, however, much ciossing wttb 
holy water, consecrated with great ceremony in 
our presence : the prayers were read in so rapid 
and mumbHi^ a style, diat I could not, fer a 
long time, discover whether they were in Spanish 
or in Latin. 

There was, as usual, abundatnce of wine and 
cakes, and it was truly exhilarating to marie the 
relish with which the good fittbers drained their 
glasses. 

The Novios, as the bride and bridegromn 
are called, were silent and attentive, but I was 
die only other person in the room who was so 
during the whole ceremony, every one else being 
employed in laughing or whispering to. his neigh- 
bour ; even the (rfBciating priest was scarcely serir 
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ous ; and at the eoncloskm, whai he shut the 
book, and the teerem^ny ^as considered as over, 
he said sometiimg kdicrous ai^ appropriate to 
the dbroumstances, but in the same tone he had 
used in reading the service. This, notwithstand- 
ing its scandalous impro|nriety) was almost irresist* 
ibly oosoic, and I had the utmost difficulty to re* 
press a laughs I was restrained I^ an idea, that^ 
whatever Hb^rtiiss these pec^le might themselves 
dioose to take on such an occadion, they must have 
been displeased at a heretic's presuming to join 
in the jest This prudent gravity, which cost me 
a considerable effi>rty was the means of bring- 
ing me acquainted with an old gentleman I 
had not seen before. He came . up to me, and 
begged to introduce himself, saying, he wished 
to express how much ^eased he was to observe 
that all Englishmen did not, ridicule the Roman 
Catholic Sacraments, and he hoped I would accept 
a copy of Don Quixote, of which he had an old 
and valuable edition, in testimony of his satisfac- 
tion, as well as to keepme in mind of his friend, 
Don N.'^s marriage. 
On the 18th Ajml I accompanied a Spanish 
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gentleman and a native merchant of Tepic to 
the top of a hill in the neighbourhood of the 
town. Our object wa« to gain a view of the sur- 
rounding country, and in this we succeeded be- 
yond our expectation, for the view extended to 
the sea, and along the coast to a great distance. 
On the other hand, it brought some ranges of 
the Andes in sight, especially one remarkable 
mountain, th^ top of which, unlike this chain in 
gaieral, was perfectly flat for an extent of many 
leagues. 

Nothing, certainly, could have been more inno- 
cent than this trip to the hill, and I was, of course, 
greatly surprised to learn next day that it had 
excited suspicion in the minds of the local au- 
thorities. It was provoking, too, to find, that 
the unceasing pains we had taken to avoid 
giving cause g£ offence had proved ineffectual. 
On first reaching Tepic, I had learned from a 
^end, that the people of this place were remark- 
ably jealous of strangers, and apt at any time to 
misinterpret the most harmless actions ; and that, 
in our case, their wonted suspicion would be in- 
creased, as the Conway was the first English 
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maiM)f-war that had vieated this remote comer of 
the country. I did not see ^hy this should £oL 
low, but attended, nevertheless, sedulously to the 
hint, and took care to impress on the officers a simu 
lar feeling. We had been flattering ourselves that 
we had comjdetely succeeded, and imagined we had 
gained the good-will of all parties, by avoiding po- 
litical discussions, and by being pleased with every- 
thing and everybody. We were mistaken, how- 
ever; and on the day following the excursion to the 
hill, the Illustriotis Ayuntahiiento, such is the title 
of the town-council^ met to examine evidence ; and 
all sorts of absurd stories were told and believed, till 
at length, having worked themselvesinto aduepitch 
of diplomatic alarm^ they resdved to write me an 
<^cial letter. Several of the members, with whom 
I was persenaUy accjuainted, suggested that a lii- 
de delay, and some farther inquiry, might be ad^ 
visable, before an imgryletterifas written toastran- 
g&B living amcmgst th^n. This forbearance, how- 
ever, was overruled, and as the state appeared to 
be in dfinger, the letter was sent before the meet- 
ing broke up. I give a translation of it here, as 
it explaineb the nature of their susjacions, which. 
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I need scarcely say, were utterly without founcla- 
tion. It serves also, in some degree, to show the 
temper of the times : die governm^ttt and its in- 
stitutions being still new, and adminifi^fed l^ in- 
expmenced hands, it was natural for ^t eieecutive 
branch to feel somewhat over cautious, ahd to be 
apt to suspect, without cause, that their authority 
was rifled with, 

TRANSLATION. 

<* This Ayuntamiento has learned, that during 
the time you have been resident in this city, you 
have taken measurements for making a plan of 
it, and of the neighbouring hills, according to the 
series of observations which it is known you have 
made of its respective points ; and that you are 
now in expectation of some necessary instruments 
from the port of San Bias. Even admitting that 
these operations have been the result of mere cu- 
riosity, and not with the above mentioned inten- 
tion, this Corporation, nevertheless, cannot but 
express its surprise, that while the Supreme Gro- 
vemment of this empire has given orders that the 
officers and other subjects of his Britannic Ma- 
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jesty Bhould be treated with the greatest atten- 
tion^^-rAs^coHr^Q^^ ha* been dQ»^ by allowing 
theia f^m\^ tbeawm^, ;-^oai sbwid not have 
cond^wwded t^^.roquest of tbfe JSip^rdinate go- 
vcamni^^t the i^eoee^s^ peaMB^M for carrying 
on 8ueb opeiationss the otiyeet pf which can have 
been no other than that which is assigned above, 
the very serious consequences of which you can- 
not be ignorant of. 

<^ God grant you many years. 
<^ Slated in the CouncilrChamber of Topic, 
19di^riV1822. Second year of the Inde- 
peodence of Mexico* 

(Signed) ^^J. R. 

"M. D.iJec.^ 

Spanish . dipknnacyy like that of China, has 
means of showing inspect or disrespect, by the 
mere fonn and style of the dispatch ; and, ac- 
cordingly, this testy communication was written 
on an uncut sheet of coarse note paper, and 
transmitted widiout an envelope. I diought it 
most spUaUe, however, not to take the least 
notice of these ^symptoms of ill humour, but to an* 
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sw^ the lUuitrious AyunUmknlQ JA the mo«l 
p^renonious and fiannal miom^ possible, buty 
at the same time, with the iitmoet good hih 
BAOur. I had nodiing, indeed, to siQr, hut thai 
{ n^ver had the slightest inteBtioii of making my 
plan of the town or the neigfaboumg oountry, 
luid had takai no measur^BEients nor any observih 
tionfi, and that I neither b^ brought with ssy^y 
nor had I sent for any instruments. 

The Ayuntamiento, who had i»robaldy been 
hoaxed by some wag, were aft^-wards sonry for 
haTing sent me such a dispatch, and it was ac- 
tually proposed in coundl to write me ai^ther in 
explanation ; but a friend of mine, belonging to 
that ^lu^ious body, put a stop to this, by de- 
dmng, he had authority from me to say, diat I 
wa3 perfectly satisfied of there having been some 
miustake, and that I had abeady received too 
BQ^uy proofe of their good-will to require or wi«h 
|bi any apology. Thi«i puzzled thai:^ a little; 
but they were ever afterwards particularly civil 
4nd kind, not only to me, but to the oth^ £ng* 
liihinen o^ the spot. 

Sdst djmi^^A fiunily of my aequaiaten^^ 
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eoasLssBtmg of a widow, her son, and two daughters, 
mvited metcMlayto aeeompany them to a weddin^- 
dinn^, giyen to an old servant of theirs 1^ his 
relationa These ladies had obserred, that the 
Enghsfa were always inquiriiig into the customs 
ef the natiTes, and thinkkig it would amuse me 
to see this dinner, had asked me to join thar 
partj. It appeared that, at such entertainments, 
it was oonsidered a creditable thing for the par- 
ties to hare the countenance of their former mas- 
ters, or some pertson in a higher station ; a very 
natural feeling, and one which the higher 
classes in that country appear to have great plea- 
aiire in gratifying. Indeed, I never have seen 
in any part of the world a more amiable, or more 
considerate and kindly feeling of superiors towards 
thar dependants, than exists in all parts of South 
America and Mexico which I have visited. In 
sudi places, too, new very few in these coun- 
tiies, where slaves exist, the manner in whidi 
they are treated is highly exemplary. And it may 
be said, generally, that in die Spanish cdonies, 
or in places occufNied by the descendants of 
Spamaids, the treatmort of servants of eveiy 
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kind is mild^ than in mogt^ other parts oi the 
WQjjli. T^lm hi|s sometimes be^ ftTp)ffine4f on 
the sui^psition^thattheofipressioDQf the piojbher 
countiy might Jiave taught the coknists gentle- 
ness, and indulgence to such as w^e dependent 
upon them. But expeii^pe shows, that the con- 
trary really takes place in the worl^; and we 
numt look for an explanation of th<& fact in the 
genuine goodness of the Spanish character, 
which, though overlaid and crushed down by a 
series of political and moral de^iidations^ is still 
ess^^ially excellent^ and worthy of a fai: better 
destiny. 

The cottage in which Ae entertainment was 
given, stood on the wooded bank of the river cir- 
cumscribing the town on the north side ; and 
though not ten minutes walk from the market- 
place, had all the appearance of being far in the 
country, — such is the promptitujie and luxuriance 
with which vegetation starts up. in these hsppj 
climates. 

As we approached the spot, we observed a 
number of people in their best dresses, seated on 
the grass round the house : they rose as we en- 
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t^red the courts where the master and mistress 
ware stMidfaig ready to receive us. The former, 
who, it seemed, was the padrino, or persoli who 
gave away the bride, was the giver of the foas(t. 
In ihe room to which we were shown, there was 
laid out a dinner-table for eight or ten people. 
The bride and her mother, with several fomale 
relations, were seated at the upper end of the 
apartmeiit, the bride being dressed up in gaudy- 
coloured cottonsi, with immense ear-rings, and a 
provision of showy artificial flowers in het hair. 
She sat with her arms folded, and with a look of 
determined gravity, or rather, as it appeared, of 
sulkiness, that promised no comfortable lifo to 
the husband. I learned, however, afterwards, 
that it was an essential part of the etiquette, up- 
on these occasions, for the bride to be uniformly 
grave, silent, and seemingly abashed and fiight- 
ened ; that a smile from her would be considered 
the height of indecorum, and a cheerftil speech, 
even to welcome a guest, the most inexcusaUe 
indelicacy. 

No one sat at dinner besides our party, except 
the bride and her mother, and one of her aunts. 
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Tbe bridegroom, who dso woulcl haree sat doim 
with U6 had there been room, j^ced himself at 
a smaU side-table along with his father. When 
we had done dinner, we rose to make room for 
the second set, cimsisting of the friends of the 
Novios, after which a fea^t was spread on the 
grass outside, for all who chose to parti&e of the 
good che^. The olirject of the first dinner was 
to prove that the family were respected by their 
superiors— -of the second, to show they were not 
without firiends of their own dass — ^and the din* 
ner without, was intended as a disj^y of their li« 
berality. 

When the party who succeeded us had nearly 
dined, one of them, a poet by profession, rose 
and addressed some extempore verses to the 
bride, which, though humorous enough to make 
all the rest of the company laugh, were received 
by her with the most correct indiflTerence. The 
poet, a sly old fellow, half-tipsy, was a person 
well known for making it a point of conscience 
never to allow any wedding, or other merry« 
making, to pass without a sufficient dose of his 
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As we imagined our presence imposed some 
restraint upon the party, we retired to another 
cottage, when one of the young ladies spying a 
harp, took it to the door, and played to the people 
who were lounging about. They immediately 
began the dance of the country, condsdng of a 
short indegant shuffle, mixed with an occasional 
rapid stamping of the foot, while in the act of 
describing various small circles round one aiw 
other. The harp, on these occasions, was gene- 
rally accompanied by a shrill song. No more 
than two persons dance at a time ; and the^ step^ 
figture, and the numerous gesticulations, appear 
to depend on the taste and fancy of the couple 
themselves. It is very remarkable that this 
dance bears the closest resemblance to that oi 
Chili, and every other country we visited along 
the whole coast. 

22dJprU. — I was waBdng through the market* 
place this morning, with one of the officers of the 
ship, when our attenti<m was arrested by a party 
of native Mexican Indians, who had come from 
the interior to purchase maize and other ar^ 
tides. Each of them carried a bow^ andf about two 
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doMli int ftRoirsy and word in Mei girdle a hmg 
hto^A knife. Their dress wab a ooaffie cotton 
sfabrt madd of ddtb manufactived' fay thenselves ; 
and'a pttr of loidier smalUcIodies^ loose at the 
bieeft^ and fringed with a line of tassels, and short 
strips: of leather, each, as I was tcdd, being intend* 
ed to represent some artide belonging to the 
wearer, one being his horse, uiother his bow, 
ahother burger and more ornamental standing for 
his wifiei, and so can* The most striking circmn- 
stance, howerer^ was, that all these Indians wore 
feathers round their heads, precisely in the man* 
ner Tq)re8ented in the cuts which embellii^ the 
old accdioats of the conquest. Some had tied round 
their straw hats a circle of red flowers, so much re- 
sembEng^thers, that it was not easy to distinguish 
betareen the two. Several of th^n wore neddaces 
of white beads made of bone, the distinctive mark, 
t^fi we were told, of being married. A little old 
man tf the party, who seemed much entertained by 
our curiosity, begged our attention to a rod about 
twe^&et long, which he carried in his hand, and to 
tl» sldn of a little bnrd of briffiant plumage, sus- 
pended at his left knee: these two symbols he 
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g«(ve us to undersUnd bdioiiged to Uai «b dbki 
of At yffli^. Tl]» ^<mly woniahi of ifhi} pmtf 
stoodFapari)^ wrapped in a coarse kind of Uonket, 
kdjdii^ the brklles of the mules. At first tbey 
wevci rather alarmed at the interei^ vrtto^ m 
theic*dre8B and iippearanoe, and as iSh&f dJd iK)t 
understand Spanish, shnmk badk from us. Biit 
an obUgilig person in the market-place came fat" 
vnotd to interpret for us^ which soon reassured 
them, and thej came round us afterwards with 
ccmfidenee : but it was with great rductance diey 
parted with th^ bows and arrows, and thdr 
feadiered omaments. The idd man could not be 
prevailed upon to part with his rod of auithority, 
nor his official bird ; neither could we indued 
them to sell, at any price, that part of their di^ess 
to whidb the inyentory of their goods mi chaU 
tels was aj^^ded. 

These Indians were a small and feeUe race of 
men, resembling in tMs respect llie abc»iginal in- 
habitants of the coimtry' Tb^ bows and arrows 
w^e suited to their slrei^^, being more like those 
of sdiool boys than the Mns of men who hadf di^ 
eountiry to defi^. And it was impossible not 
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to look back widi pity upon the imeqiial contcM 
waged in this unfortunate country, when the mui^ 
ket and bayonet of the discij^ed Spaniard were 
first opposed to weapons so contemptible, in such 
leeble hands. 

j^rom the Flasa, we went to a house where 
a bee-hiye of the country was opeiml in our 
presence. The bees, the honeycomb, and the 
hive, differ essentially from those in England. 
The hiye is generally made out of a log of wood 
firom two to three feet long, and eight or ten 
inches in diameter, hollowed out, and closed at 
the ends by circular doors, cemented closely to 
the wood, but capable of being remoYed at pka^ 
sure. 

Some people, instead of the clumsy apparatus 
of wood, have a cylindrical hive made of earthen*, 
ware, and relieved with raised figures and cir- 
cular rings, so as to form rather handsome or- 
naments in the verandah ci a house, where they 
are suspended by cords from the roof, in the 
same manner diat the wooden ones in the villages 
are hung to the eaves of the cottages. On <me 
ode of the hive, half way between the ends, thore 

10 
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is a small hole made, just large enough far a load-- 
ed bee to enter, and shaded by a projection 
to prevent the rain from trickling in. In 
this hole, genially representing the mouth of 
a man, or some monster, the head of which is 
moulded in the clay of the hive, a bee is constant* 
ly stationed, whose office is no sinecure, for the 
hole is . so small, he has to draw back every time 
a bee wishes to enter or to leave the hive. A 
gentleman told me that the e:q)eriment had been 
made by marking the sentinel, when it was ob- 
served that the isame bee continued at his post a 
whole day. 

When it is ascertained by the weight that the 
hive is ftdl, the end pieces are removed, and the 
honey withdrawn. The hive we saw opened was 
only partly filled, which enabled us to see the eco- 
nomy of the interior to more advantage. The ho« 
ney is not contained in the elegant he^uigonal 
cells of our hives, but in wax bags, not qiute 
so large as an egg. These bags, or bladders, 
are hung round the sides of the hive^ and ap- 
pear about half full, the quantity being pro^ 
bably just as great as the strength of the Yft^ 

VOL. II. p 
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will bear mtliout tearing. Those near the 
bottom, being better supported, are more filled 
than the upper ones. In the centre of thelowar. 
part of the hive, we observed an irregular shaped 
mass of comb furnished with cells, like those of 
our bees, idl containing young ones, in such an 
advanced state, that when we broke the comb 
and let them out, they flew merrily away. Du- 
ring this examination of the hive, the comb and 
the honey were taken out, and the bees disturb- 
ed in every way, but they never stung us, 
though our faces and hands were covered with 
them. It is said, however, that there is a bee 
m the country which does sting ; but the kind we 
saw seem to have neither the power nor the incli- 
nation, for they certainly did not hurt us, and our 
friends said they were always i^ muy manso,' 
very tame, and never stung any one. The honey 
gave out a rich aromatic perfiune, and tasted dif- 
ferently from ours; but possessed an agreeable 
flavour. 

On the 26th of April an answer to the appli- 
cation of the merchants, for permission to ship 
money in the Conway, was received from Mexico. 



yt 
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But the terms in which the licence was worded 
showed, that) although govemment had felt itright, 
in conformity with a proclamation issued some 
time before, to grant this permission, yet they 
still retained the characteristic feeling of doubt, 
as to the expediency of allowing gold and silver 
to leave the country. They could not, all at 
once, divest themselves of the mistaken idea, that 
money, independent of its exchangeable value, 
was wealth. They had not yet learned to separate 
the idea of wealth and power from the mere pos- 
session of gold and silver ; not seeing that it was 
solely by the process of exchanging them for goods 
which they wanted, that either wealth or power 
could arise from gold or silver, of which they 
had more than they wanted. Juster notions, it is 
true, were by this time beginning to be disse- 
minated amongst them, ^itnd the govemment 
perceived the importance of viewing the precious 
metals as mercantile commodities of exchange- 
able value ; and since gold and silver were the 
staple produce of the country, of encouraging 
their production and export That enlarged 
views should at once take deep and effective 
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root^ in the minds of such infant governments, 
was hardly to be looked for ; and, according, 
ly, we invariably found the same erroneous but 
seductive idea prevailing, more or less, that gold 
and silver were in themselves national wealth, and 
that they ought not, therefore, to be allowed to 
leave the country. These notions obtained uni* 
versally amongst the lower orders, and generally 
amongst the upper classes, excepting the princi- 
pal merchants, whose habits of business led them 
directly to the truth. . 

As the greater part of the treasure was export- 
ed in British men-of-war, the jealousy ^ith which 
we were often regarded by the people was in- 
creased, and it was no easy task to show, 
that, for every dollar carried out of the coun- 
try, an equivalent value in goods must neces- 
sarily come into it---of goods which they stood in 
need of, in exchange for metals of which they had 
infinitely more than they wanted. It would be 
unreasonable, however, to reproach these people 
with inaccurate views on this subject, simple aa^ 
it may seem ; since, till very recently, opinions,- 
equally false and mischievous to society, prevail- 
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ed almost universally in countries where political 
economy had been reduced to a science. 

But if we lament the folly of thus throw- 
ing obstacles in the way of turning the most 
valuable produce of the country to the best ao- 
count ; we feel deeper regret, and more lively in- 
dignation, when we see the waste of mental trea- 
sure which the same unwise policy, and contract- 
ed views of society, have occasioned in those 
countries. 

These remarks refer more particularly to the 
female part of society ; and I find it difficult to use 
language which shall describe the state of the case, 
without, at the same time, implying reproach or 
censure upon them, a thing altogether foreign to 
my meaning. The fault, in fact, does not lie with 
the individuals ; so far from it, that when, in any 
instance, the opposing causes happen to be remov- 
ed, and opportunities are presented for improving 
their minds, the effect is so remarkable, that it 
is impossible not to hail, with satisfaction, the 
prospect now opening, by which the means of 
improvement, heretofore rare and accidental, may 
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bec(Hne general, and within the reach of the whole 
society. 

It was really painful to see so many young la- 
dies, of excellent abilities, anxious to leam, Imt 
without any means of improyement, receiving little 
or no encouragement from their saiiors, and the 
very reverse of encouragement from the priests. 

With respect to the men, it may be remarked, 
that they, probably unconsciously, have contri- 
buted, by their behaviour to the women, to ag- 
gravate the effect of the other causes, to which I 
have adverted as degrading their country ; fiar 
they had no share whatever in the government^ 
or in the commerce oTthe country, and were left 
almost without motive to any kind of exertion. 
They, therefore, naturally betook themselves 
to ignoble pursuits, and being indifferent to pub^ 
lie opinion, thought of nothing less than of stu- 
dying to elevate and sustain :the moral excellence 
€i the other sex. The reaction upon themselves, 
from the degradation which they caused, follow- 
ed as im inevitable consequence ; and thus the 
whole community was lowered in the scale of ci- 
vilization and morals. 
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We may now, however, rationally hope, that 
when the men are called to the exercis^e of high 
duties, and a thousand motives are placed before 
every individual, to encourage him to exertion, 
they will soon learn the value of character ; and 
public opinion will, for the first time, be felt and 
understood in the country. They will then dis- 
cover how important a share of that opinion 
belongs to the women : and will have an interest 
in ccmtributing everything in their power to ele- 
vate instead g£ depreciating their- influence. If 
things be thus left to take their natural coiurse, 
the tide of knowledge and happiness will soo^i 
overspread the land ; and the fertility, which such 
an inundation will impart to the soil, will allow of 
any degree of culture, and can never be exhaust- 
ed. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

VlftW OF THE STATE OF THE SPANISH COLONIES BEFORE 
THE REVOLUTION. 

The interest inspired by the present political 
state of the South American and Mexican terri- 
tories, has thrown their former condition some- 
what into the shade ; but it will be useful, before 
giving an account of the Revolution in Mexico, to 
take a general view of the colonial system, which 
the Revolution has abolished, that it may be seen 
what the grievances really are from which the 
inhabitants have been relieved. Every writer who 
has treated of South America furnishes number- 
less details of the monstrous abuses which affect- 
ed those countries : but the following sketch is 
confined chiefly to a general view of the most pro- 
minent features of the old administration, illus- 
trated by a few well authenticated anecdotes, se- 
lected not so much on account of any peculiar 
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point or interest in themselyes, as from their 
serving to show the general temper and spi* 
rit of the policy by which the government of 
Spain was actuated, in her administration of the 
colonies. 

The Spanish American possessions were con- 
sidered, in law, from the time of th^ conquest, as 
integral parts of the monarchy, not as colonies of 
the mother country ; they were held in fief by 
the crown in virtue of a grant from the Pope ; and 
their affairs were supposed to be regulated, not by 
the government of Spain, but by the king, assisted 
by a special board called the Council of the Indies. 
A separate code of laws also was established express- 
ly for them, called the Laws of the Indies. Ame- 
rica, then, wasnominaUyindependentofthe Spanish 
nation : and upon this principle, the South Ame- 
ricans, after Ferdinand'^s imprisomnent by Bona- 
parte, claimed an equal right with Spain to 
name. Juntas to regulate their affairs, in the ab- 
sence of the king, their only legal head. At a 
moment such as that alluded to, this argument 
had some force and utility ; but, of course. South 
America was always virtually governed by the 
ministers of Spain. 
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The country was divided into viceroyaltieg, 
captain-general-shipg, intendendes, and Tarious 
other subdivisions. Each separate government 
was independent (^ the others, but idl were im- 
mediately under the king and the council of the 
Indies. 

Without going into minute details, it is suffi- 
cient to state, that the prindple on which the co« 
lonial government rested was, that no i»ngie de- 
partm^it should be allowed to act with<»it being 
checked by some oth^; a principle weak and 
ruinous, as it demonstrated a total want of coi^ 
dence in the executive officers, and by virtually 
depriving them of responsibility, yet still exact- 
ing obedience, took away the highest and most 
effective motive to the paformance rf their duty.- 
The Viceroy was nominally contrdled by a body 
cdledthe Audieneia, the members of which were 
Eurc^an Spaniards, who were not. allowed to 
hold lands, or to marry in the country. The 
Audienda had the privilege of remcmstrating with 
the Viceroy, and of corresponding directly with, 
the council of the Indies. But any benefidal ef- 
fect which this might have had in protecting the 
people, was counteracted by the inordinate pow- 
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er of the Viceroys, and their consequent means 
of influencing the Audiencia, and every other 
subordinate authority, civil, military, judicial, ex 
ecdecaastical. 

In free states, administered by a representa* 
tive body, and when men are allowed to act and 
think for themselves, the legislative, executive, and 
judicial branches of the constitution, are easily 
kept separate by th^ essential distinctions in th^ 
nature. But in states arbitrarily govoned, it inva* 
riaUy haj^ns that these totally distinct functions 
either dash or blend themselves with one another, 
and mutually neutralize their respective good e£* 
fects. In order, as it was pretended, to remedy 
the constant mischief arising out of this practical 
inefficiency, the number of official authorities in 
every department of the state was multiplied bor 
yond all example, for every new office required 
afterwards a dozen others to watdi it The ori- 
ginal complexity of the machine was thus daily 
augmented by the introduction of these ^wheels 
within wheels, and its operative etkct became 
less and less. 

It is perfectly dear that no system of govemr 
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ment can be efiective, as far as the public pro- 
sperity is concerned, if it be not perfectly un- 
derstood by those whose conduct it is intended 
to control. This is true even where the inten- 
tions of the rfilers are honest, and have for their 
sole object the wealth and happiness of the peo- 
ple. But when the object is the reverse of this, 
and when the welfare of the country is studi- 
ously repressed, there cannot be conceived a more 
efficacious plan to perpetuate its degradation. The 
evil was immensely aggravated, also, by the man- 
ner in which this unintelligible system was con- 
stituted. Every individual composing it was a 
stranger in the land, bom in a distant country, 
and had no fellow-feeling, nor common inter- 
est with the inhabitants. Neither worth nor ta^ 
lents were thought of in nominating to these 
appointments, the colonial offices being sold in 
Madrid, and the proceeds, at one time, made no 
inconsiderable item in the royal revenues. " All 
public offices,'' says the manifesto of Buenos 
Ayres, " and employments, belonged exclusively 
to Spaniards ; and although Americans were 
equally called to them by the laws, they were 
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appointed only in rare instances, and even then, 
not until they had satiated the cupidity of the 
court by enormous sums of money. Of one hun- 
dred and seventy Viceroys that have governed 
this country, only foiir have been Americans; 
and of six himdred and ten captain-generals and 
governors, all but fourteen have been Spaniards. 
The same took place in every other post of im-- 
portance ; and even amongst the common clerks 
of office, it was rare to meet with Americans.'* 
This was a most grievous oppression upon the 
Americans ; but the chief evil which resulted 
from it consisted not so much in the absolute 
loss sustained by them, in consequence of their 
exclusion from stations of profit and honour, as 
in the moral degradation consequent upon the 
absence of all motive to generous exertion, and 
die utter hopelessness that any merit could lead 
to usefril distinction. 

This exclusion did not stop with official pre- 
ferment, but pervaded every branch of the state ; 
and the Spanish government, not content with 
tying up the hands of the Americans, and forc- 
ing them to be idle and vicious, extended this 
tyranny even to the mind, and forbade the 
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cultivation and exercise of those faculties ithieb, 
least of all, it might be thought, ought to be sub- 
jected to the control of despotism. Not only 
were agriculture and the arts, and manufactures 
«[id commerce, prdiibited to the natives of the 
soil, but literature, sb^ every species of useful 
knowledge, was rigcrously interdicted. To se- 
cure Urn exdudon, the inhabitants were forbid, 
ttpon pain of death, to trade with foreigners. 
Hone g£ whom were allowed to visit the country : 
Spaniards themselves could not set foot in the 
colonies without special permission, and for a li- 
mited time ; and even the inhabitants of the dif- 
ferent provinces were denied, as far as it was pos- 
sible, all intercourse with one another, lest, by 
mutual communication, they should increase their 
knowledge. 

The difficulty of governing distant countries 
with justice, and with due consideration for the 
lights and happiness of the inhabitants, is famili- 
ar to the mind of every one who has studied our 
own Indian politics, where, with the purest inten- 
tions of doing everything for the best, innumer- 
able artifices and anomalous provisions encumber 
the executive administration, and render the sys- 
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tern utterly miintelligible to the ilatives. Were 
tibe SAme system in the hands of the crown, Ivith-' 
dut being as at pi'esent administered by a tiumber 
of indiyiduals of all parties, and, comparatively 
speaking, indifferent to political power and patron^ 
agd, there can be little doubt that its practical 
operation would soon provedestructiveof thehappi-^ 
ness of the Indiim population, eren were the in^ 
tentions of the political authorities at home evet 
so virtuous. If this be true, even with our repre^ 
sdntative gOTemment, and with the numerous 
constitutional checks which arrest the undue ex- 
ercise of authority at every turn, how much more 
must it have been in the case of South America ? 
With us, public opinion, as is universally allow- 
ed, is die best safeguard of the happiness of In^ 
dia, and of the permanence of our authority* 
But in South America, where principles of go- 
** vemment diametrically opposite prevailed, the 
instant public opinion was allow^ to exert its 
influence, the authority of the parent dtate was at 
an end. 

In proportion to the apprehension which the 
Spaniards felt that the presence of strangers 
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migbt lessen their anthorily, they eg&ffoed their 
prohibitory laws with rigour. When the SpuiiBh 
General MoriUo captured Cai^hagena^ he seised 
all the British and &reigm merchants, t^wtl^m 
into dungeons, and would uni^piestionatiyr bave. 
shot them all, for a breadi of the laws of the 1%^ 
dies, had it not been for the timely iBterfigr^ngjs 
of the British admiral on the West India station. 
It was a ci^ital crime, according to that code,- for 
any foreigner to enter the Spanish dominions 
without a licence. An apprehension of the Ee9e(nt- 
ment of other nations has generality prevented the 
enforcement of the law to its utmost extenjb; but 
the same end was, perhaps, more effectually serv- 
ed by the most barbarous imprisonments. In 
Mr Robinson^s interesting Memoirs of the Mexi« 
can Revolution, many curious anecdotes are 
given, which show the pertinacious and vindic^ 
tive determination with which these regulations * 
were enforced. Mr Robinson^s cruel confine* 
ment of two years and a half, for no other 
crime than having been found in the country 
without a licence, is an ample commentary ou 
4 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CBUtSL IMFEISOKMENT. &4I 

iiw wliole subject. ^ The dungeon in the Cad« 
tie of San Juaa de Ulua) in which he wag confln^ 
od^ was fourteen feet under the arches of the Cas- 
tfe> and a fidnt j^my light was admitted by a 
small grating at the top.^ One of his fdlow^rl* 
Boners, a citusen of the United States, had the 
skin of his leg chafed l^ the iron. *^ From the 
Want of dressings and wholesome aliment, the sore 
rapidly increased. The irritadcm and pressure 
of the iron caused the flesh and mucles to become 
completely ulcerated to the bone : and the whole leg 
became a mass of putre&ction. Unavailing were 
his petitions to have his irons taken of; though bis 
groans and excruciating agonies, at length, so tkt 
arrested the attention of his keepers, that he was 
removed to die hosjatal. The physician, on exam- 
ining the horrid state of the leg, immediately ad^ 
dressed a representation to the governor, stating, 
that unless the irons were removed, death would 
inevitaUy ensue. Upon the margin of the me« 
morial, the governor wrote the following inhuman 
rqply, and sent it to the officer of the guard: 
" Que los Ueva, mientras respira.*" — " Let him 
VOL. II. a 
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wear them while he breathes.'*'— " In a few hep^, 
this victim of Spanish barbarity died.'' * . . .. 
Sometimes the intruders were sent to Spipi, 
after being Img confined in the colonial p^ri^pji^, 
and from thence were remitted to Ceuta^ii^ A^-, 
ca^^f^r which they were seldom heard of.moije;^, 
Sometimes they were sent as conviqts to Mai^g^^^ 
and other Spanish pprts, where they were forced , 
to work in chains. By these and other m^anjB^^ 
the spirit of the laws of the Indies was most ri-, 
gorously enforced, and it required an extr^ordir ^ 
nary combination of favourable circumstances, : 
and the stiipulus of the most powerfrd motivfos oi , 
interest and patriotism, to free the country proja,^ 
their banefril influence. 

. It may naturally be asked, what possible W^^ 
tive could give birth and permanence to so ua^vi^ , 
and so wicked a system as this? It wai^fn^i;, 
other, than that Spiun alone, and h^ s(>ns> sho^lc^ , 
derive the whole wealth of the country,, with^iH^- ^ 
lowing to the Americans tfaem«elyes the siQaUept 

•"~ '. ' : — — — rrrn^ . 

* Robinson's Memoirs of the Mexican Revolution/ . 
Vol. I. page 313. 
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participation, or even the slightest hope of ever 
participating in those riches. 

T&at evil must spring out of principles and 
practices so repugnant to the laws of our nature, 
might have been anticipated. The re-action, in- 
deed, which we have witnessed upon Spain her- 
self^ was inevitable ; and in the decay and final 
ruin pi the mother country, we distinctly recog- 
nise a severe but merited retribution for the inju- 
ries cast upon the colonies. The enormous colo- 
nial patronage which the court possessed, complete- 
ly crushed the liberties of the mother country ;— 
the ill-gotten money which came to it from Ame- 
rica, not being the produce of Spanish industry, 
passed off to other countries, without leaving a 
trace of national wealth behind^- — and the re- 
stricted commerce which was intended to benefit 
the Peninsula alone, destroyed her credit, ruin- 
ed her manufactures, and finally lost her the mar- 
ket of the colonies. 

To accoinplish the bas^, selfish, and short- 
sighted purpose alluded to, the clumsy device 
of degrading the whole population of South 
America was the only one which suggested it- 
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self to the cupidity of the Spaniards. Abd to 
ensure the permanence ot a systein so liabk to 
revulsion, the whole country was covered with ac- 
tive and experienced agents, deeply interested in 
the maintenance of the same order of things. 
Humboldt has ascertained, that there were no less 
than three hundred thousand old Spaniards in 
the colonies. Eveiy art also was used to prevent 
the increase of populatioti, by collecting the ped« 
fit together in towns, where, besides being more 
easily controlled by the military, they were pre^ 
vented from forming establishments, and aug- 
menting their wealth, as they would have dbne^ 
had they been allowed to spread themselves orer 
Ais fertile country, wherever their tastes or in- 
terests should direct them. Agriculture, ind^ed^ 
was not allowed to extend itself ; and even so late 
88 1803, when Humboldt was in Mexico, orders 
were received from Spain to root up all the vines 
in the northern provinces, because the Cadiz 
merchants complained of a diminution in the 
consumption of Spanish wines. I was informed 
at Tepic of a measure precisely similar having 
been a few years befere actually carried into ef* 
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feet 19 New GftUds^ in d^ case of some ezten. 
mve and flcn^iihing iobacco pIantatioQ& The 
Am^ricani? Fere prcsYented, under severe penal- 
,|i^ firomTMsing flax^ hemp, or safiron. The 
culture of the grape and olive wtm forlndden, as 
,Spmn W4^8 understood to supply the colonies with 
.mxm and oil. At Buenos Ayres, indeed, they 
w^9 jJlowed to cultivate grapes and olives, Imt 
hy spscial permission, and only in sufficient quan- 
lily for tl^e Uble- 

. Precisely in the same spirit, collies were not 
allowed to be founded, though permission was 
earnestly Applied for by the inhabitants, and, in 
.many inst^ces, even schools were prohibited. 
A well known Spanish minister observed, that a 
lOKXwledge of reading and writing was quite 
enough for an American ; and King Charles the 
;JFoyrth said^-he did not think it proper that in- 
j^imaatipn should becpme general in America. 
, In the manifesto published by the Constitu- 
tional Congress of Buenos Ayres in October 
1816, these grievances are forcibly drawn. ** It 
waa Ibrbidden,^^ they state, << to teach the liberal 
«ciaiiees ; we were only permitted to learn the 
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Latin grammary the pliilosophy cf the schods, 
and civil and ecdeidaBtical jtsmpmieno^ The 
Vieeroy> Don Joaqoim Pino, gave much oSknce 
hy permHtfaig a nautical school at Buenos AyrtSj 
and in compliance widi a mandate of (he coin^ 
it was shut ; while, at die same time^ it was 
strictly prohibited to send our youth to PiuJs fior 
the purpose of studying the science of diemMtiy, 
in order to teach it on their retunii^ 

As an important branch of the exeeutive go- 
vernment, it may be mentioned, that the exa^ 
tions in the shape of taxes, tithes, and dutiM, 
were levied with a degree of severity unknowniii 
any country, except, perhaps, in Spain* The 
duties on the precious metals at the mouiA of the 
mine, though latterly much reduced, by the im- 
possibility of collecting the nominal amom^ 
were, to the last hour of Spanish aiMhmty, a 
great and formidaUe impediment to industry. 
Tobacco, salt, gunpowder, and quicksilver, ikrere 
close royal monopolies, the etkct of whi^th exdu- 
sion was not only to prevent the people from 
having an adequate supply of these artidei, erea 
at an immensely augmented priqe, but to dejantwe 
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ih» fpyemmmt jod : alikgf nei^pue, wMch tbey 
might hftvia^idirfaisnfid by a wiser systrnt* u 
. iThe ftttmblef ^cftTaia, tbe xnast i^epi^ua of 
taxesr^ m^ it is levied ad infimtum upon every 
tranafex of igoods^ pressed heavUy.upim all (Jassesu 
N«thing 'escaped die dthas, and every individual 
in tba Counliry ▼as ccnnpeUed aimually to pnr- 
ohaae'tti^ilain number of the Pope's Bul|s^ under 
a penalty of forfieiting various imp(»rtant advan- 
U^^i A jnaU) &r instance, who had nQt*'in his 
possession the ^ Bnla do Confesion/' could not 
fioiJjirer^QlutioA on his deatb-bed, his will be- 
ctem ittVaUd, lUidJiis property was confiscated. 

Every stage of le^al proceedings was in the 
moftt diephMrdrfe iBtate that can possibly be con* 
e»ivctd.. The administration of justice^ which, 
«wmi jn the best regulated governments, is so li- 
able ,to dislay and individual hardship, had, in 
.Souljft.Ameriea, scarcely any existeaice whatever. 
TheseeJirer^.&rans encHigh, and writings enough, 
and' h^ jmiprisoimients without number ; but I 
aeref ^yotifnem a sii^le individuid, either Spaniard 
<»jAmm&m>9 in any of diose countries, who 
did ,not. freely admit, that substantial justice 
.was, in no case, to be looked for, even in cases 
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^KhcKrUie gov6nim«!it Jindtto mlerest in the ereni. 
T/Rhaftdbaace my ene had wln^n Us :cau«e iiu 
!iPtlTed:at^tleaI question^ U un^edliDBit to lay. 
TasxpismmtBtytlM kitler tovtuve^ was dbe^gnold 
»eipe for e^eiythii^ :-*^^ Sii,'' 4iaiA H: laaii to 
^isei whb knew wd}» from long etfmm^^^ mhU 
it was to be ^i^agod ia a SouA Ammetolaw^ 
iv^, ^f tli0]F pill you into pammy whatever Ae 
'Mie be^-^ey turn tbe key, and nev^r Aipk 
BMice rf you.'^ At the ei^ture of Luna, tbe 
^dungeons w^re found iilled inib pciacmera hn^ 
Awgotten 1^ tbe courts, and against vhcnn no 
chai^ was upon recotfd. The&liawiag extaact 
from die Bibliotioa Americana, No.^.^ (a pcviodi- 
«id 'weork reeendy publiabed in London,) puts this 
branch of the i^ulgeot in a strong ligbt :^^ 

^^ In America, as well as in Spain, there wane 
«<dleeted together, in obscure, hunad, andinfiNrt- 
od dungeens, men and wcnnen,. young and old, 
guil^ an4 inMocent; the hardened in crime, 
aikmg with those who had erred for die first time; 
4he patriotr and the murder^ ; the si|np}e debtor, 
wiijb the pQst determined robber-^'^^iwere co»- 
fiw9di^ tpgethev. The 4Itb*<p4hf wretched iut 
^-»the naked grouad*«-the iron s- - w e re all in 
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S6VLth America the tffm^ or vmwe than duMie <^ 
Spam. TI16 Ai^ald^ general^ taken ftom the 
cbegs^ t&e ^oj^le^ '^em a kind of Sultan ; and 
lAn sat^t€^9 80 maoy badka% to'vhose seveie 
and oajmdmH decrees the unhappy pritonera 
Wer^ cfompeiled to $tibmk, wii^ut i^peal. It b 
imposfiiMe to paint in cok^uM sdffidently vivid 
die miseries to irfaich all- prisoners ifete subjeoted, 
or t^e fiAttmanky irith whidi diey ii^ere treated 
by their keepers. They 'i^ere stripped of evety- 
tliing^^-^lqyrived of all motive to exertkni^-— 00- 
^^asiona^ ^t to tlie toHifffe, to confess imagin- 
-aty erimes^^^^nd in all the prisons corporal pu- 
iiishment was alloired. Such was the state of Uie 
prisons aU >otei* SoiMh America during the domi- 
nation of ibe Spatuardi. A Chilian writer, eince 
Hke Revoludon^ d^^scribes with great energy the 
pemidous eSectel of this system in that country. 
* Among ns,^ he says, ^ a man was imprisoned, not 
ihat he m%ht be' improved, but that he might be 
toade to suflfer,->-not tiiat he should work, but that 
he should learn idlenes8,-«Hiot as a usdUl warn- 
ing to others, but to shock their feelings. On vi- 
siting a prison, we beheld severdi hundreds of m^i 
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fritb^ced Kwaf^ so that they wesi^jsmx^ Ijk^^^f^ 
«fes m chwPQs thau x»eB : ^ j tvemUei At 4ie 
jwesence ^ the inscd^ftt aJgufudl, wha ^tmek And 
iiwttbed them. We examined the fi>Dd ^ tbe^e 
nuseraUe wretches, wcHm to skdetonS) and it 
proved sudbi as the lowest heggar in the alieel$ 
jwoold have rejected with disgust.^ 
.. In Lima, where the pc^imlation was upw«cds lof 
;S(iventy thousand, there were only two prisoois; ai^ 
the want of room aggravated the other mi^eriasief 
jthe captives beyond all conception. ^ But the moat 
.bondble of all prisons was invented, in I^iiva dw;- 
jng the vicCToyalty of Ahascal. " These wefle 
;aubterranean dungeons, constructed ia audi a man* 
:ner that a mui could not place hima^inapy ^a- 
'tural pofiitiopQ whatever. Many perscms, ^^tptms 
jof despotism, were confined in. -these hplea.fer 
yea^; and when at length let out, it was only jto 
bewail dieir own existence, being sender^ use- 
less and helpless for the rest of their lives ; crip- 
pled, and liable to acute pains and disease^ of an 
juiicurableiiature^'" ThepuhUa^ve the name of 
little hells (infiemillos) to these plaast, and they 
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dteiSpanidi Constitution bad been proclani^ed. I 
irks in Lima alt the time tibey were aboU^hedj bf 
k^eea^ea of San Martin, tiated the Id^Decetti- 
b^l^l. San Martin, cm the 15th October 1831, 
virited the {nisons of Lima in person, accompanied 
by^ tiie Judges and other public oiBcers, who ftiii- 
nished a list of all the prisoners, with an account 
of l9ie crimes idleged i^ainst them. He listened 
IMilienily td what each prisoner had to saj, land 
■art'imce ordered a great number to be liberated, 
who had been wantonly placed there, without any 
sufficient dbarge, — directed proper provisions 9a 
'ftrture to be supped to diose who remained^-'^ 

Add aji^ointed a commission, who were ordered 
^ hear and determine the whole of the cases 

within the space of twenty days, though many of 

them had been standing over for several years. 

The most admirable regulations were afterwards 
^MtaMished respecting the prisons of Lima. * 

'' • The article entitled " Sobre Caracles/* in the Biblio- 
'ticii Atterieana^ is VTeH -wdhr^y of the attention of any per* 
mlniitweaM in thne lali^cts. 
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^ .TheeomiBicfreiid 8y>aiettt wm itt sttiol «hsractnr 
%itft an the reit of tkis^ extnundbaiy xmhh of 
imsgdvemment. Thef oUl prindple^ tlmt t^e <o- 
lo^^s exisfed otily fer the iMmefit df Uhe motber 
iboimtrj, was acted up to comj^ely. Th# 69k 
bfej^detiy thought of were to gather wbalth into dte 
hoQcU of Spmiardi, by abstinctiiig^ tbe richea of 
4k>uth Amerioa ; and to talceoare thmt thr Ameii^ 
t9Xi9 neitlier supplied idxemadinea vidi any aHnek^ 
nMch Spain eouId^kMidMy prodmoe^ ndr dbtauod 
4lieie suppHesiirom any but Spaniasda. No SoaA 
Am^rieflPti could own a ship, nor oould a cargo be 
^ndi^sed to him ; no fbrdgner wiUi aBowed> ;to 
t&Me fai the oountry, unksa bom in SptHU;; aiHd 
^0 eapital, not fi^gMnisii, waa peHnitted in .aa^ 
jdiape to be employed In the colonies. No findgn 
"^Fessel was permitted, on any pretsnee wbalanrer^ 
to touch at a South American peat. Even ve»- 
eeh in distives ««re not aHowed to be rec^ved 
with common hoi^taii^, but wen ordered to be 
e^ieed as priiies, and the crews impriBooied. 

The ci^pture of lima hat pot the Patriots in 
posseasion of many ounoua state pt^ers^ aome of 
which have been published, reflecting much light 

10 
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on Aedet^ of the. colwiil ^fOAmn Mmfsfng^ 

ihm&iB tt etmons extract from • ^, 'r^ijl r«f 

the {nrocoedmgs of* Don !TeodoTO 4^ Cnp^ 

VJiceroy of Pmi and CUli^ between. the .yii»a]9 

1784 and 1790, dvawa uf h|[ himaelf lor 

Ae me of ht9 cuccesso?. He /gives, atgrml^ 

lengthy «iid with as nmdi ua^lrtanoe as if^ A& 

whole ^yoish cronies dqpetaded open it, an ae^ 

oetnttof on Ametiean ship from Boston^ hasrjiig 

touched at the Ishmd of Juau Fcroandes» in di»- 

tresK She had kst^ it appears, one cf her mastts 

spmngheriuddeTyandhadnm short of water and 

fire^wood^ The Viceroy states, that die governor 

of theishtbdiient off to the vessel, mA, on diseo* 

vering her to be in. greait distress, and that she 

had no ^rgo on board, after some hefitaticm as 

to what Was the proper. line of conduct on suoh 

an oooarabn, decided to act bospUablj, (se habia 

decidido por la hosi^tididad,) and having allowed 

h^r to repair her danu^es, andto tske in wood and 

water, penmtted her to saiL ^^ In my mswer to 

the governor,* adds tte Viceroy, ^^ I ^q^ressedmy 

displeasure for the bad service which he had J 
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cUtd to tht^ldng^ i*^ BOowmg A# Witt^ ilM^ 
tei Iwie the port, instead of takhig poflMttfaW 
bodi of licr and the cxow^, and giving an aebdunft"^ 
of hk having done so to his inunediiite Bupmnity" 
the President of Chili^ whose orders he oi^ht t& 
hare waited for. I expressed my stninrise) tbut^* 
the governor <^ an ishmd should not kno# ikiit ' 
every stmnge vessel whidi anchored in these seas, * 
without a licence ftom our court, ought to be 
treated as an enemy, even though the nation to 
which she belonged should be an ally of Spain." 
This is in confimnity to die Royal Ordinance of 
the 35th November 1693. And I gave ^rdeiv, 
that if the ship should appear agaiil, she should' 
immediately be seised and the ciew inqrisoned. 
I also wrote to the Viceroy of New Spain, grvilig ^ 
him an account of this transaotioa, and recom- 
mending him to look out for the ship in qt^stion ' 
Fimally^ I desired a complete statem^it of the 
whole affidar to be transmitted to his Migesty.^ 

The President of ChiM, it seems, wrote to the 
Vieeroy to justify the governor of the idand for * ^ 
what he faaddone, on the graund ^ an esdstfng'' 
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ti^fff^r^^w^v^ ith^ ^iwo : oountrievby %liiehb Aarf) 
%^6a4i4&r^^ bomid to ffpVQ aiiccqimiitojvmiiels? 
ifnd^^l^^ togeth^v with a Boyal Ojrdiniiioe iiKi 
tlie,i»P9 of the Indies to the same effects ,( Thet > 
yicQrt>j5 however, true to the spirit of thecem*!! 
ii|«?^i^^ r^guhitionsy rejdies to the piesideni^ tg^-^ < 
I^f09n(«tieli, by agam calliiig his attentton to' 
the abo'ira Ordinancey and repmxiaiiding him-r 
a^d the , Audiencia, for not haying witvenou^.f 
to^see. that the troaty and the artide aUuded 
to in thelaWjs of the In£es were tneant tot % 
apply solely to his Catholic Ma^styV domi^r 
nimHf poqrts, dnd coasts, north of the Aiii&riiM 
cap, . m . whiieh regions alone foreign peweiiB had $ 
any Aemtories i and fidot at aU to the coasts. of> 
the SoulhSea, where they neither hare, nor ougint a 
to have, (ni tie»ennidci)en toier,) any territMdea 
reqiAirii^ Iheir^bqps to^dbnble Cape Horn vOi^ ta 
pasB tbrott^ ;bfae S^aits of Magellan or Jjs 
Mawe.''. Th^ Vic«N)y fiirther reports, thut this 
affairti^ the Bo^toi ship ii^uced him to send, 
with , all dU0 ej^ci^speetimi, (con la reserya con-* 
veni9l)t#^)^r«|ie!ited;QSii#(m^ bxl^ ord^^s to ^hiK 
intendants and other officers along the whole 
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eoiBt of Peru, ^^ not to allow gay foreiga TotMl 
whatever to anchor ; and that, ahould any one en* 
ler the port, the locid authorities were sagacious- 
fy and carefullj to use every artifice to take poiS* 
session of her and of the crew. And,^ he adds^ 
^lest the strangdrs should demand sujq^es, and 
threaten to use force, the cattle and othar articlea 
in the neighbouring farms, which might afford 
relief to them, are to be carried off to the iAte^* 
rior upon these occasions.'*' He also desires thai 
sentinels and look-^ut men be placed on all the 
hills overlooking the coasts, in order that imme* 
diate informatioii may be given ci any vessd ap- 
pearing. <^ I had again occasion to repeat these 
cautions,^ says the Viceroy, *^ in consequence of 
having received intelligence from a Spanish ves* 
sel, lately arrived at Callao, that an English ship 
had been seen in lat. 60^ south, giving h^rsdf out 
to be in search of whales." 

Had Spain been engaged in the hottest war 
irith America and England, measures more hos- 
tile could not have been taken. And it gives not 
a bad picture of die fevmsh jealousy with which 
the colonies were guarded, when we see the sin- 
gle arrival of a dismasted American ship, pro- 
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ducing a commotion along the whole coast of 
New Spain, Peru, and Chfli ; and when the acci- 
dental rencontre of a Spanish ship with an Eng- 
fish whaler, at the distance of thirty-eight de- 
grees of latitude, is considered sufficient cause of 
alarm by die Viceroy of Peru, to induce htm to 
send orders to the authorities on the coast from 
Guayaquil to Iquique, to redouble their vigilancfe 
in watching for strangers. 

This curious an^ 'characteristic example, though 
it be not one which shows the immediate interfer- 
ence of the gdvermnent widi the happiness of the 
Americans, disdodes the ireat extent of that jeal- 
ous and cruel sydtem, upon wMcfa the Spanish go^ 
vemment proceeded in all that related to the wants 
of the cdLonists, for whom they never, for a single 
instant, seem to hare had the slightest considera- 
tion. 

The sole purpose for which the Americans ex- 
isted was held to bis that of eoUeeting togedier the 
p9*ecioU8 metals for the Spaniards. If ifte wild 
horses and cittle, which overrun the country, 
could have been trained to perfottn the same of- 
fice, the inhabitants might have been altogether 

VOL/II. R 
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dispensed with, and the colonial system would 
have been perfect. Unfortunately, however, for 
that system, the South Americans, notwithstand> 
the net-work of chains by which they were enve- 
loped, had still some sparks of humanity left, and, 
in spite of idl their d^radation, longed earnestly 
for the enjoyments suitable to their nature ; and 
finding that the Spaniards neither could nor 
would fiunish them with an adequate supply, 
they invited the assistance of other nations. To 
this call the other nations were not slow to 
listen ; and, in process of time, there was es- 
tablished one of the most extraordinary sys- 
tems of organized smuggling which the world 
ever saw. This was known under the name of 
the contraband, or forced trade, and was carried 
on in armed vessels, well manned, and prepared 
to fight their way to the coast, and to resist, as 
they often did with efiect, the guarda costas, or 
coast blockades of Spain. This singular system 
of warlike commerce was conducted by the Dutch, 
Portuguese, French, English, and latterly by 
the North Americans. In this way, goods to an 
immense value were distributed over South Ame- 
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rica, and although the prices were necessarily 
high, and the supply precarious, that taste fw 
the comforts and luxuries of European invention 
was first encouraged, which afterwards operated 
so powerfiilly in giving a steady and intelligible 
motive to the efforts of the Patriots, in their strug- 
gles with the mother country. Along with the 
goods which the contraband forced into the colo- 
nies, no small portion of knowledge found en- 
trance in spite of the increased exertions of the 
Inquisition, and church influence, aided by ^the 
redoubled vigilance of government, who enforced 
every penalty with the utmost rigour. Many fo- 
reigners, too, by means of bribes and other arts, 
succeeded in getting into the country, so that the 
progress of intelligence was gradually encouraged, 
to the utter despair of the Spaniards, who knew 
no other method of governing the colonies but 
that offeree, unsupported by the least shadow of 
opinion, or of good will. 

How long it might have been before this slow 
importation of knowle^e, and this confined de- 
gree of intercourse with foreigners, if unaided by 
other causes, wpuld have stimulated the Ameri- 
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cans to assert their birthright, it is very difficult 
to say. Unforeseen circumstances, however, 
brought about that'catastrophe, in some respects 
perhaps premature, which has recently broken 
their chains, and enabled them, by a dii^lay of 
energy altogether unlooked for, even by them- 
selves, to give the lie to those cruel aspersions cast 
on their national character by their former rulers. 

It was originally my intention to have related, 
at this place, some circumstances within my own 
knowledge, illustrative of the effect which a per- 
version of the Roman Catliolic religion has had 
upon the society : and I was the more inclined to 
take this course, from a strcmg persuasion^ that 
both the principles and the manners of the South 
Americans have received their deepest stain from 
this source. 

In preparing the materials, however, for this 
exposition, I found the task at once revolting 
and ungracious; and, after some hesitation, I 
have dedded upon reUnquishing the effect which 
it might produce in supporting the views I have 
been led to take. I feel unwilling to incur the 
risk of shocking the feelings of many who may 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ROMAN CATHOLIC EELlCTON. 261 

agree with me in thinking, that it is scarcely pos- 
sible to treat such a subject in detail — and by de- 
tails alonecanitbedoneeffectually — ^without apain- 
fill degree of indelicacy . It is sufficient to mention, 
that, in the practice of the Catholic religion, all its 
dignity, I had almost said all its utility, has^b^en 
lost-^the minds of those subjected to its pervert^ 
institutions, and disgusting forms, have been deu 
based beyond all example — ^and moral principles, 
aliso, and domestic manners, have been, in conse- 
quence, scandalously outraged in practice. Fbrtti- 
nately, however, the real character and disposition 
of the Americans, are rationid and docile; 'and 
there is every reason to expect, in consequence of 
all that has resulted from the Revolution, l^at the 
eyes of the great mass of the popuBition are noW 
fiilly opened to a due perception of th^se abuses, 
which not only limited their own social happiness, 
but, by degrading them in their own opinion, ren- 
dered the work of oppression a task of compara- 
tive eAse and certainty. 

I have said hodiing of die treatment of the 
IndianEf, because I cannot speak from personal 
observatioh of their present ktiite, compared with 
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the past. In every instance, however, the new 
governments have abolished the oppressive poll- 
tax, and, what was still more grievous, the forc- 
ed service or mita. Decrees have been publish- 
ed in all the new states, formally including the 
Indians among the number of free citizens, and 
repealing the laws by which they were rendered 
ineligiUe to offices of trust, and as witnesses in 
a court of justice. 

Now that all classes of men are allowed to set- 
tie where they please, the population will spread 
itself over the country and rapidly increase ; and 
the Indians will soon find it their interest to con- 
nect themselves with the settlors, and friendly al- 
liances will be formed, greatly to the advantage of 
all parties. The motives, indeed, to industry, 
and to improvement of every kind in South Ame- 
rica, are innumerable; and the reaction which, 
according to every principle of human nature, 
may be expected to take place, when the weight 
of tyrannical authority is entirely removed, baffles 
all calculation : it must, however, be prodigious — 
and perhaps the present military excitement, and 
the exclusive occupation which it frimishes in that 
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country, may not be so great a misfortune as it is 
sometimes supposed. It may contribute eventual- 
ly to its more tranquil establishment, by giving 
the inhabitants time to reflect and act deliberate- 
ly, instead of rushing at once and unprepared, 
from a state of slavery, into the fiill exercise of ci- 
vil liberty. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
MEXICO. 

SKETCH OF THE REVOLUTION IN MEXICO, WITH REFLKC- 
TTONS ON THE STATE OP PUBLIC FEELING IN THAT 
COUNTRY. 

Before describing the state of party feeling, 
it will, I think, be satisfactory to say a few words 
on the recent Revolution in Mexico, which dif- 
fers in many particulars from those of South 
America. 

Mexico, like Chili, has been twice revolution- 
ized. The first struggle commenced in Septem- 
ber 1810, and was carried on with various suc- 
cess till July 1819, when the exertions of the Pa- 
triots were almost extinguished. 
1 
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Although the Independents failed in their first 
attempt, the experience gained in the course of 
a long and arduous contest contributed material- 
ly to the more successM conduct of the second 
Revolution, of which I am aboilt to give a very 
brief sketch. 

About the middle of 1820, accounts were re- 
ceived in Mexico of the Revolution in Spain, and 
it was' soon itiade known, that orders had been 
sent to Apodaca, the Vic^rby, to j>roclaim the 
Constitution, to which Ferdinand the VII. had 
been obliged to swear. But it appears that Apo- 
daca, ahd some of the principal generals, act- 
ing probably under secret orders from the ting, 
resolved to resist the establishment of the consti- 
tution. The popular sentiment, as may be sup- 
posed, was against such a project ; and the seeds 
of an extensive revolt were in this way sown 
by the very persons, who, it may be supposed, 
had the interests of the mother country most 
at heart. New levies of troops were made by 
government to suppress any attempt to declare 
the Constitution ; and the whole country was 
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gradually, and almost insensibly, roused into mili- 
tary action. 

The chief obstacle, as it was thought by these 
leaders, to the success of their plan, was die pre- 
sence of General Don N. Armigo, whose attach- 
ment to the cause of the Constitution was too well 
known to admit a doubt of his supporting it. He 
was, therefore, dismissed from the command of 
the military division stationed between Mexico 
and Acapulco ; and in his place Don Augustin 
Iturbid^ was appointed, an officer who, during the 
former Revolution, had adhered steadily to the inte- 
rests of the king, though he was a native of Mexico. 
He had been privy to the secret project above al- 
luded to, of forcibly resisting the proclamation of 
the constitution, and when he left Mexico in Fe- 
bruary 1821, to supersede Armigo, h^ was impli- 
citly confided in by the Viceroy, who appointed 
him to escort half a million of dollars destined for 
embarkation at Acapulco. Iturbid^, however, 
soon took possession of this money at a place call- 
ed Iguala, about one hundred and twenty miles 
from Mexico, and commenced the second Mexi- 
U 
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can Revolution, by publishing a paper, wherein 
he proposed to the Viceroy that a new form of 
government should be established^ independent of 
the mother country. 

As this do^nunent, which bears the title of the 
Plan of Iguala, was made the foundation of all 
the subsequent proceedings of the revolutionists, 
it may be interesting to give a sketch of its lead- 
ing points. It bears date the 24th February 
1821, the day after Iturbid^ had possessed himself 
of the treasure under his escort. 

Article 1st maintains the Roman Catholic 
religion, to the entire exclusiMi (intoleranda) of 
any other. 

2d, Declares New Spain independent of Old 
Spain, or of any other country. 

3d, Defines the government to be a limited 
monarchy, *^ regulated according to the spirit of 
the peculiar constitution adapted to the country.^ 

4th, Proposes that the Imperial Crown of Mex- 
ico be offered first to Ferdinand VII. ; and, in 
the event of his declining it, to the younger prin- 
ces of that fiunily, specifying that the representa- 
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tive government of New Spain shall have the 
power eventually to name the Emperor, if these 
princes shall also refiise. Article 8th points this 
out more explicitly. 

5th, 6th, and 7tfa Articles, relate to the de- 
tails of duties belonging to the Provisional Go- 
vernment^ which is to consist of a Junta and a 
Regency, till the Cortes or Congress be assem- 
bled at Mexico. 

9th, The government is to be supported by an 
army, which shall bear the name of " The Army 
of the Three Guarantees.'' These guarantees, it 
appears by the 16th Article, are, 1st, The Reli- 
gion in its present pure state ; 2d, The Indepen- 
dence ; and, 3d, The Union of Americans and 
Spaniards in the country. 

10th and 11th relate to the duties of Congress, 
with respect to the formation of a constitution on 
the principles of this " plan.*" 

1 2th, Declares every inhabitantt of New Spadn a 
dti^n thereof, of whatever country he be ; and 
renders every man eligible t6 every office, with- 
out exception, even of Africans. A subsequent 
modification of this article excluded slaves. 
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IStbj Secures persons and property. 

14th, Gives strong assurances of maintaining, 
untouched, the privileges and immunities of the 
Church. 

15th, Promises not to remove individuals from 
their present offices. 

16th, (See 9th.) 

17th, 18th,. 19th, and 20th, relate to the for- 
mation of the army and other military, details. • 

21st, Declares that until new laws be framed, 
those of the present Spanish constitution are to be 
in force. 

22d, Declares treason against the Indepen- 
dence to be second only to sacrilege. 

23d, To the same effect. 

24th, Points out, that the Cortes, or Sovereign 
Congress, is to be a constituent assembly, to hold 
its sessions in Mexico, and not in Madrid. 

This plan dexterously involves the direct and 
obvious interests of all classes in the commu- 
nity, especially of those who had most to lose ; 
the clergy and the old Spaniards, who held 
by far the most extensive influence over socie- 
ty ; one by being in possession of nearly all the 
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actiye capital in the country; the other by 
having gained, in times past, an influence over 
men'^s minds, to which, perhaps, there does not 
now exist a parallel in the Christian world. But, 
although this be true, yet both these parties had 
been recently made to feel, that their influence, 
and ev^ existence, depended upon opinion alone, 
and this they were sufiSciently aware they might 
lose in a moment. To them, therefore, the coun- 
tenance of power was of the greatest consequence, 
and it became their immediate interest to support 
the views of a party, which, instead of oppressing 
them, as had been the case elsewhere, actually 
condescended to borrow their support, and to pro- 
vide for their safety. 

Again, by not holding out a vague prospect of 
a representative government, but beginning at 
once, by calling the deputies together, and by 
appointing, a deliberative junta and an executive 
regency, doubts and jealousies were dissipated, or 
put to sleep. 

In the interim, while the above proposition was 
submitted to Spain, this plan answered Iturbid^s 
purposes fidly, as the flame which it had kindled 
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spread over the whole country. He was soon 
joined by several of the most distinguished of the 
king'^s officers; amongst others by Don Pedro 
Celestino Negreti, a Spaniard, but married in 
the country ; and by Colonel Bustamante, who 
brought with him a thousand cavalry. On every 
side the great cities yielded to the Revolutionary 
forces. Such also was Iturbid^s address, that, 
in every case of conquest, he converted into active 
friends all those who had been indifferent before, 
and seldom failed to gain over to his cause the 
most powerAil of his enemies ; while, at the same 
time, he won the confidence and esteem of every 
one, by his invariable moderation, humanity, and 
justice. 

While the Independent cause was thus rapidly 
advancing, that of the Spanish government was 
falling £ist to pieces. The Viceroy Apodaca found 
it impossible to stem the torrent, and was glad to 
abdicate his authority at the mutinous suggestion 
of the officers, who, it is curious to observe, adopt- 
ed a course exactly similar to that of their coun- 
trymen inPeru,inthe case of Pezuela. But his suc- 
cessor, Field-marshal Novella, in vain endeavour- 
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ed to restore the cause of the king, while Itur. 
bid^ drew his armies closer and closer round the 
capital^ subduing everything before him. 

At this critical moment, a new Viceroy, Greneral 
O'Donaju, arrived from S{>ain, vested with powers 
to supersede Apodaca. To his astonishment he 
found the country he came to govern, no longer a 
colony of Spain, but an ind^ndent statd. As 
he had come withouttroops, he saw at a glance that 
Mexico was irretrievably lost, on the terms, at 
le^t, on which it had been held heretofore. He 
endeavoured, however, to make the best conditions 
he could for his country ; and, in order to pave 
the way, issued a proclamation to the inhabitants, 
breathing nothing but liberality and hearty con- 
gratulations upon their prospect of happiness ; a 
most singular dociunent indeed to come from a 
Spanish Viceroy, 

Xturbid^, delighted to see this disposition on 
thp part of O^Donigu to take things in such 
unexpected good part, invited him to a confer- 
^nccj They accordingly met at Cordova, where^ 
after a short discussion, a treaty, which bears the 
name of that city, was signed on the 2^h of Au- 
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gust 1821. By this treaty, O'Donftju fiilly re- 
cognized the plan of Iguala ; and not only engag- 
ed to use his influence to support it at home, but, 
in order to manifest his sincerity still further, he 
actually agreed to become a member of the pro- 
visional Revolutionary government; to dispatch 
commissioners to Spain to ofier the crown to Fer- 
dinand ; and, in short, in the name o£ Spain, to 
make common cause with Mexico. 

The accession of such a man to his party was 
of incalculable importance to Iturbid^. It destroy- 
ed the hopes of those, who, up to this moment, 
had looked for the re-establishment of the ancient 
order of things ; it completely justified the con- 
duct of the Spanish residents, who had in a simi- 
lar manner yielded to the popular tide ; and it 
was very naturally hailed, from the one end of 
the country to the other, as a confirmation of 
the justness and solidity of the Independent cause, 
when even a Spaniard in authority agreed to co- 
operate with them so heartily. 

The capital was soon persuaded to surrender at 
O'^Donaju'^s desire, and Iturbide entered it on the 
27th of September. 

VOL. II. s 
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At thismometit^O'^Doiiaju unfortimately caught 
the yeUdw-fever and died, t6 the great sorrow of all 
jpaattiee. But it is cKfficvdt to say, whether or not 
his deadi was detrimental to Iturbid^s views. 
O'DoAaju had abeady done all thieit was posssMe^ 
to establidi ihe inmediate ol|ect8 of tiiat chief, 
pa!Eticiilarly in preventing dbnuion ; taoA it may foe 
questioned n^wfther he would have co-opa:ated 
with him sofiiUy wbeb these olyectseame to take 
a more personal and ambittous direeti<m,and when 
the interests of ihe Spanidi orown ware less con- 
sidered. 

Frcan tiiatpariod, iqpio the endef Mardi 1822, 
Iturbide^s |)laas were slead^y imsied Cnrward: 
the deputies to Congress gitadyfelly drew tether 
from the dtfiRnrent provftces, aaid he had time to 
coMect in his favomr the suffirages.ef the remotest 
towiis. The Trigiffanti colours were worn by all 
dasses ; and by a thousand other ingenious ma- 
nceuvres, the ^peoj^e ware gradually taught to as- 
sociate their present &eed(un with Itorbide^s cele- 
farated Pkn <€ Iguak, and th^ce, I^ an easy 
trantttion, to loofk to him, hnlividually, for dteir 
future prosperity. 
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The Mexican Cortes, o^ Sovereign ConstitueDt 
Congress, finally met on tbe 24th FetNruary 
1822, and one of their first, if not their very first 
act, was an edict, permitlii^ aU who chose it to 
leave the country, and allowkig ik» export of i^e- 
cie at a duty of only Uiree aad a half per t&^. 
This good faith^ Hoif it had been 1^; hefcppe Re- 
mised hy IturlHde, g^ve great confidence to the 
mercantile ci^italists, and probably decided mimy 
to remain in the country, who, had they been less 
at liberty to go, would have felt less desirous of 
remaining. 

A rumour was also circulated at this time, 
that the Xsquisitiim, whidi had hem aboliAed 
by the Conatitutiopi before Ferdinand's release 
ftom Fxance^ might probably be re-establish^ 
— « prxMspect wideh was no less grateful to the 
hopes of the clergy, than a free expeprt of /q^ecie 
was to the merchants ; and, as Iturbid^ himself, 
at this juncture, ^condescended to advocate the 
cause of t)>e army, by writing aj^eab, with bis 
name at £dU length, ii^ the public prints, in fa- 
vour x>f the merits and claims of his fellow-sol- 
diers, he dexterously contrived to bring all par- 
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ti^ into the best possible humour with himself 
personally'. 

On the 18th of May 1822, he presented to 
the Coi^ress two Madrid Gazettes of the 13th 
and 14th of February, by which it appeared that 
the Cortes of Spain had declared the 'treaty of 
Cordova, entered into by the Viceroy, O'Donaju, 
to be null and void; and had totally disavowed all 
his acts. 

This was, undoubtedly, what Iturbide, know- 
ing the temper o£ the court of Madrid, had ex- 
pected ; and the Congress immediately decided, 
^^ that, by the foregoing declaration of Spain, the 
Mexican nation was freed from the obligations of 
that treaty, as far as Spain was concerned ; and 
that, as, by the third article of the treaty, the Con- 
stitutional Congress were left at liberty, in such 
event, to name an Emperor, they thought fit, in 
consequence, not only in pursuance ci their own 
opinion, but in accordance with the voice of the 
people, to elect Don Augustin de Iturbid^ the 
First, Constitutional Emperor of Mexico, on the 
basis proclaimed in the Plan of Iguala, which 
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had already been received throughout the em- 
pire." 

The subsequent fate of Iturbid^ is well known. 
Before he had reigned a year, the Republican 
party in the country gained the ascendancy ; the 
monarchy was overthrown, and the ex-emperor 
was banished to Italy. 

It has sometimes been thought in other*coun- 
tries, that many of the South Americans were in- 
diflerent to the indep^idence c^ their country, 
and that a great European force, by encouraging 
and protecting the expression of contrary opi- 
nions^ might, ere long, succeed in re-establishing 
die andent authority. This, I am thoroughly 
convinced, is a mistake, and he who should rea- 
son by analogy from the fate of Spain to that 
of South America, if exposed to the same trial, 
would confound two things essentially dissimilar ; 
and if he were to suppose that the cry of *^ Viva 
la Independencia" in the one, and " Viva la 
Constitucion" in the other, were indicative of an 
equal degree of sincerity and of right apprehen- 
sion of the subject, he would be essentially in er- 
ror ; for there is this important distinction : the 
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greater number of those who called opt for the 
constitution knew very imperfectly what they were 
asking for ; whereas, every individual in the new 
states, however ignorant of the true nature and 
extent of civil liberty, or however indifferent about 
other political matters, is strongly possessed of the 
same clear, consistent, and steady ccmception of 
what independence means, and well knows its im- 
portant practical consequences. It is because these 
sentiments are universal, and receive every hour 
more and more strength and confirmation, that I 
venture to speak so deddedly of the utta* impos- 
sibility of again reducing to political and moral 
thraldom, so vast a population, every member of 
which is at length fidly awakened to a sense of 
his own inta%st and honour. 

In all companies, the conversation turned on 
political topics; and it was very curious to observe, 
lunidst much jHrejudice and error in reasomng, 
and much exaggeration and misstatement of &cts, 
how justly every one felt on the occasion, and 
with what delight they exercised the new privi- 
lege of speaking out ; a privilege, it may be re- 
marked, which is at once cause and efB^t ; since 
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we know^ thftt in former times, when na freedom 
of speech was permitledy the fiiculty oi thinking 
t0 any purpose, was equally re]^^essed; a truth 
which, though a mere eommon^place, it is not, o^ 
that account, the less interesting to see omfirmed 
in practice. At this time every qm not only 
took a pride in saying what his opinions were, but 
s^yed eyery opportunity that occurred, on cpuld 
be deyised, to manifest his politieal sincerity. The 
boirda?8 of the ladies^ shawls were wrought into, 
patriotic mottos; the tops ^ the newsp^qmrs 
and ]^y-bills bore similar UMcriptions ; pa^otie 
words were set to all the old na^knal airs ; wd I 
saw a child one day munphing a piece of gilt gtn- 
g^bread, stamped with^he froti Indep$tnd«i|cia ! I 
am well aware that all this f^m and talk proves not 
much ; and that nothing is m«^ pi^tituted than 
this sort of v^bal enthusiasm, which evaporate^ 
at the first show (^appositi^n ; and certainly, taken 
singly, it wquld be of Vtt|e moment in a poUtv- 
e^ pmt of view, hqweyer amusing it might be 
tp witness (m a great scale : but it is no bad 
a^Oi^pMHix^^t to success^ action, and helps to 
k^p aU?9 Aat new-born spirit pf independence. 
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when ether, and more important causes are ready 
to give practical effect to the sentiment. 

Patriotic exertions are always thought more 
highly of when viewed frmn a distasice, than whdn 
exan^ned closely. But, even in the eyes of those 
who are present, the interest which a show of pa- 
triotism excites is often at first of a very lively cha- 
racter. This dazzling eflfect, however, speedily goes 
off: the real characters and motives of the actors 
become so well known to us, that the fictitious 
representaticm of pure disinterested public spirit 
no longer pleases ; and at last we see nothing in 
this revolutionary drama that is acted to the life, 
but the cruelty and the sorrow. 

In the case of the Mexican Revolution, Itur- 
bid^ endeavoured to conciliate all parties, and 
tried, by various means, to unite the interests of 
l^e old Spaniards with those of the natives : B^ 
the result of the experiment shows how vain all 
such attempts are. It was, in fact, entirely con- 
trary to the habits of the Spaniards, to form a 
solid friendship with the people over whom they 
had so long held absolute dominion ; and it was 

equally contrary to the feelings of the Americans to 
11 
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repose confidence in those who had never trusted 
them. It is due, however, to Iturbid^, to say, 
that by this idea of uniting the two heartily toge- 
ther, the blow which was sure to faH Eventually 
on the heads of the Spaniards was deferred ; and 
more time was given for them to wind up their 
affairs, and renda* their fate as little severe as 
possible. If this was really the object, the device 
which Iturbide fell upon was ing^iious, and states- 
manlike. But the poor ^aniavds had a very diffi- 
cult task to perfimn, and, upon the whole, they did 
not execute it well. For they could not bring 
themsdves to make a sincere effi>rt to deserve the 
good-will of the Americans, but viewed, with mor- 
tification and envy, the growing prosperity of the 
country, no longer exclusively theirs. They felt 
the foundation of their own fortunes, gradually 
slipping from them, and having been habituated 
to the enjoyment of exclusive privileges, could 
not reconcile themselves to share their fortunes 
and long established rights, with their former de- 
pendents. Being conscious that these feelings 
rendered them unworthy of confidence, they na^ 
turally inferred, that- in reality they were not 
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tnisted. In thk finame of wmA, tibey lived in 
centtant dread of popular Teiigeaiioe> and ^op. 
gave way to torrors frcaa causes insigmficiyit, (^ 
imaginary. When they met logeth^y they never 
fiukd to augment one another'a fears, by rqpieat- 
ing stories ot the threats and. insets they had 
met with, and spoke o£ the varioun symptoms <^ 
enmity on the part of the free Americans, who, 
they said, w^re cmly waiting for an ^^tuxdty 
to expel them from the eoim^- 

The correspondence which thiey maiptnii^ 
with all parts o£ the int^ipr oon^butod, i^ a re- 
markaUe degree, to hei^tcn these f§o)i^s of 
alann, sin^^ it was imposuble to inv^tigat^ 07^ 
idle report which came ftom a distmce. Tb^w^re 
also absurdly unguarded in the tenns which thpy 
used in speaking of the native inhalHtants of the 
country. They ctelighted, &r instwee^ iu cpDr 
varsotion, to contrast their own ^^ aiip(mcNr ^uih 
tradon^ with the ^^ igmHraneia barbara^ of iiie 
Mexicans ; and if any on^ of m, who ware m dif- 
i^nt parties, ventuicd to insimutto, that thli9 ig- 
norance of the natives might, pehape, Imf^ |i$en 

produced 1^ the manner in, wMeb the ogm^ 

1 
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try had been goYerned ; and that, possibly, there 
might be imich intellectual wealth among the in- 
habitants, though the mines, in which it was hid, 
had never been worked — they would turn fierc^ 
upon us, and maintain, that the peojde of whom 
we spoke were incapable of beifig educated. If 
we fiirther suggested, that the experiment had 
never been fidrly tried, they flatly denied the fact, 
and declared there was nothing in the laws, which 
prevented a native from obtaining the same know^ 
ledge, wealth, and power as a Spaniard. But 
this is not to the purpose ; for whatever the laws 
may have been, we know well what the actual 
practice was, and even where exceptions occurred, 
the argument of the Spaniards was not strength- 
ened; once, whenever a native did rise to wealth 
or consequence, he became, from that instant, 
virtually a Spaniard, and derived his riches 1^ 
means (^monopolies, at the expence of the coim. 
try ; and as he obtained power, soldy by becom- 
ing a servant of the government, he merely assist* 
ed in expressing his countrymen, without the 
possibility of serving th^n. 
Much, however^ in fiomeis, is to be said in ^i^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



284 PEESONAL WOETH 

cuse for the sinkmg race of SpaniarcU in those 
coimtries. They undoubtedly are far better in- 
formed men, more industrious, and more h^hly 
bred than the natires in general. As merchants 
they are active, enterprising, and honourable in 
their dealings. It is only on the national ques- 
tion between them and the natives that they are 
illiberal ; towards those with whom they are ac- 
quainted personally, or with whom they have 
business to transact, they are always fiedr and rea- 
sonable. They are much less tainted with bi- 
gotry than the natives ; they are men, taken ge- 
nerally, of pleasing conversation and manners, 
and habitually obliging to all ; and, when not 
pressed by immediate danger and difficulties, 
especially so to strangers: for, notwithstanding 
their habitual jealousy, their prejudices never in- 
terfered with their cordial hospitality, and even 
generosity to all foreigners, who treat them 
with frankness and confidence. A Don, it is 
well known, is the most stately of mortals, to 
those who treat him with hauteur or reserve, but 
to those who really confide in, and treat him, 
not precisely in a familiar manner, but in what 
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tibey term " un modo corriente," he becomes as 
cordial and open as any man. 

The above Spanish phrase describes the man- 
ners of a man, who, without departing from his 
own natural character, is desirous of pleasing, and 
willing 'to take all things as he finds them, and in 
good part; which we term in English an off- 
hand manner. < 

The judgment which men form of national 
questions ifi( often irresistibly influenced by the 
feelings of private friendship, which they bear to 
a few of the individuals of that nation ; and al- 
though I have said nothing of the Spaniards, 
which is not perfectly notorious to all the world, 
and which no liberal Spaniard that I have met 
with attempted to deny, I feel considerable re- 
morse for using such imgracious terms, however 
just, in speaking of a class of society, to very 
many of whom I am indebted for much disinter- 
ested kindness, and for whom I shaU always retain 
the truest esteem and regard. 

Persons removed, as in England, to a great 
distanee fr<nn the scene, are too apt to err on 
the other side, and to overlook, altogether, the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



286 COKBEQUENCE OF 

sufferingB of men who, taken individually, deserve 
no such hard fate, as that which has lately befaU 
1^ the Spaniards. We forget, that, whatever the 
p«ili(»al injustice may hare been widi whidi the 
colonies have been administered, the eadsting 
Spanish mendi^s of the society in America came 
lumestly l^ their possesttons and privileges. We 
make no allowance for their personid worth and 
dittms^ but see, without r^et, the property right- 
Adly possessed by a whde class of deserving per^ 
«0Kis, ruddy tir^awferred to other hands, who take 
advantage of the times, to sdize on it under the pre* 
tence of an abstract right. S<»aetimtt3,too,inno 
wery -charitable s]^t, we permit ourselves to de- 
rive a kind of iange»evo«3 sati^i&ction, when vie 
^nk of l)he v^prtiiqalioji mmI 4»>rrow widi wUdi 
the Fumed Spaniards fcave beim ^us rudely es*- 
peUed from America,-*^^ if it were just, fiuddfiSr 
ly to visit the •acciunndirted eirors lof Axee csa- 
tunes, on the heads of the lasl^and, perhaps, the 
least offending generaticm. 

A personal acquaiiMnoe, as I havie said, with a 
few of the suffering incUviduals, softens down 
these illiberal sentiments, in a wcmderful degree, 
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and begets a more considerate and charitable way 
of thinking ; and this kindly feeling towards the 
members of the sinking party, which in no de- 
gree blinds the judgment to the true merits of the 
great question of Independence, is, perhaps, the 
chief satisfaction, thoi^ it be a melancholy one, 
which results from seeing things with one^s own 
eyes, and on the spot ; instead of viewing them 
at a distance^ and through a medium, wilfrdly co- 
loured by interest, pr^udice^ and passion. 
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1. 1 



REsrDEtfCE AT bak blas^ Ans betubn bou^^d cape ROil? 

TO Aid 3>e JANEtftl^ ' . . jB SA 

' - ■ . ; 1^ J iuol 

Ok the «A ef Mtty, I left Tepic&rfiai^ 91fii^^ 

m^rdeif lo be pi^sent idmi t|iectbeaanixi^for E^^b 

land should be put on board the Conwaje^ ^ .. .aq 

Tke officets aa viall asiinyBeirtaoI&lciimofi Ae 
inHnrior liidieut mudk regvet^ finv mtwithaiiiii-^o 
ing'die many kiild attentioiiB vhichlwe Jbadflailiii 
with, it was impaasiUe to 'diagkUBBt ftaift)'ilu*y^ 
selves, that we ware all]iu)fe«r lesa^j^eetbcf «ubkw 
pioioii to the inhabitantSy rouged, by.eiBcuBfil&n^/J 
ces, into a high degree of pditkal exosfemeBt. llmq 
Bua^ tiffieg, par ty-0pirit is a ft^Ung vdnch^tmiifit 
belong to ey^yiiufividiial fla ijmih iliii sami^^ mk a 
impartial stranger, therefore, who does not, sand 
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cttmot enter ftilly into the enthusiasm of either 
side^ is a sort of intruder ; his indifference is al- 
ways mistaken for ill-will, and because he does not 
take part with both sides, both look upon him 
as unworthy of confidence, At first it was not * 
uninteresting to see a whole commimity so much 
in earnest on one topic : but this became rather 
irksome, when we could no longer maintain a cor- 
respondent degree of animation on the subject. 
As soon as the novelty had gone by, we were 
looked upon as sober men in an into^cated com-* 
pany ; spies, as it were, upon the extravagance of 
those in whose dissipation we do not choose to 
participate. 

On the 6th of May, more than half a million 
of dollars were embarked in the Conway, and on . 
different days during the month, other large sums ; 
all destined for London. Some of the treasure 
was sent by Spanish merchants, a small quantity 
by Mexicans, but the whole intended for the 
purchase of British goods. 

When money is placed on board a ship of war, 
a set of UUs (blading are signed fpr the amoimt, 
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These bills, which are immediately sent to Eng* 
land by various opportunities, become negotiable 
in the Eurcqpeaa maricet, and may be transferred 
to other bands. The treasure is insured in Lon- 
don^ the instant advices arrive of its being actually 
shipped ; thus the consignee, or the holder of th^ 
bill, in Europe, becomes certain of his money, 
whatever be the fate of the ship. If she arrive 
safe, he receives the identical hard ddlars; if 
not, the insurers make up the loss. Thus^ it is 
interesting to remark, the instant accounts are re- 
ceived that gold or silver has been placed on 
board a ship of war, at ev^ so great a distance, it, 
or rather its representative the bill of ladii^, ac- 
quires an exchangeable value in the London mar- 
ket It may, and sometimes does happen, that part 
of the returns in the shape of goods actually reaches 
South America before the money itself has arrived 
in England. There is, perhaps, no instance in 
which the beneficial influence of insurance on com- 
merce is more obvious than in these shi{^afits of 
treasure. 

We experiienced a great difference betwe«i the 
climate of San Bias and that of Tepic, especially 
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at night. At both places it was disagreeably 
hot during the day, but at Tepic, which stands 
on an elevated plain, the thermometer fell 15^ 
or 20^ at night, whereas at San Bias, which is 
cloi^ to the sea, there was much less variation 
of temperature. Throughout the day, it was ge- 
neraUy, in the coolest part of the shade, about 
90^, sometimes for several hours, 95°. The re- 
flection from the walls, and from the ground, 
made the air in the open streets often much hot- 
ter, and I have several times seen it above 100°. 
The highest temperature, however, in a shaded 
spot, was 95°. At night, the thermometer stood 
gaieraOy between 80° and 85°. Between ten and 
eleven o^clock in the morning, the sea-breeze be- 
gan to set in. None but those who have felt the 
bodily and mental exhaustion caused by the hot 
nights and sultry mornings of low latitudes, can 
form a just conception of the delicious refresh- 
ment of tliis wind. For some time before it ac- 
tually reaches the spot, its approach is felt, and 
joyfrdly hailed by people who, a few minutes be- 
fore, appeared quite subdued by the heat, but 
who now acquire a sudden animation and revi* 
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val of their faculties^ a circumstance wliicli strang- 
ers, who have not learned to discover the approach' 
of the sea-breeze, are often at a loss to account for! 
When it has fairly set in, the climate in the shade 
is delightful, but in the sun it is scarcely ever 
supportable at San Bias. Between three and four 
o^clock, the sea-breeze generally dies away; it rare-' 
ly lasts tin five. The oppression during the in- 
terval of calm which succeeds between this period? 
and the coming of the land-wind baffles all de- 
scription. The flat-roofed houses, from having 
been all day exposed to the sun, resemble ovens ; 
and as it is many hours before they part with their 
beat, the inhabitants are sadly baked before thcl 
land-wind comes to their relief 

During the morning, the thorough draft of air, 
even when the sun is blazing fiercely ih the sky, 
keeps the rooms tolerably cool; but when the 
breeze is gone, they become quite suffocating: 
The evil is heightened most seriously by clouds 
of mosquitoes ; and, what are still more torment^ 
ing, of sand-flies, an animal so diminutive, as 
scarcely to be distinguished, till the eye is di- 
rected to the spot they settle upon, by the pain of 
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their fpmfiidable puncture. San Bias, as mention- 
ed before, is built on the top of arock, standing in 
a level swampy plain. During ordinary tides^ 
in the dry season, this plain is kept merely in a 
half dried, steaming state; but, at spring tides, a 
considerable portion of it is overflowed. The 
effect of this inundation is 'to dislodge from the 
swamp myriads of mosquitoes, sand-flies, and other 
insects, which had been increasing andmultipl3dng 
oivthe surface of the mud during the low tides. 
These animals, on being disturbed, fly to the first 
resting-place they can find; and the unhappy 
town of San Bias, being the only conspicuous ob- 
j^e^t in the neighbourhood, is fairly enveloped, at 
the ftdl and change of the moon, in a cloud of 
insects, producing a plague, the extent of which, 
if properly described, would scarcely be credited 
by the inhabitants of a cold cUmate. The most sea^ 
soned native fared, in this instance, no better than 
ourselves, and we sometimes derived a perverse sort 
of satisfaction from this companionship in misery, 
and laughed at seeing them rolling about from 
chair to chair, panting under the heat, and irri- 
gated into a ffver, by the severe and unintermit- 
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ted attacks of their indefatigable tonoentors. I 
cannot say which was worst, the unceasing buz^ 
and fierce sting of the mosquito ; or die dlent, but 
multiplied assaults of the sand-flies, which come 
against the face, as I heard a miserable man ex- 
claim one evening, like handAils <j£ sand. Mos- 
quito curtains offered no defence against these in* 
visible foes, so that there. was nothing for it but 
to submit. It is, p^haps, worthy of remark, 
that those persons invariably suffered most who 
were least temperate in their diet, and that the 
water drinkers (that rare species) were especially 
exempted from the feverish discipline of these at- 
tacks. It was perfectly out of the questiiHi to 
try to get any sleep before the land-wind set in ; 
but this c^n deceived us, and, at bes^ seldom 
came before midnight, and then it blew over the 
hot plain, and reached us loaded with ofifendve 
vapours from the marsh ; but this was nothing, 
as it served to disperse the sand-flies, and gra- 
dually acquired a degree of coolness, which al- 
lowed us to drop asleep towards morning, when 
quite worn out with heat, vexation, and impotent 
rage. 
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14#A May. — Some days after I came to San 
Blas^ the chief secretary of the government call-. 
ed, to request that the suigeon of the C(mway 
might be allowed to visit his sick daughter, a 
Ul^le girl of three years of age. I sent to the 
ship for the doctor, ai^ accompanied him to the 
house, where we found the child not so ill as the 
&ther^s fears had imagined. The doctw thought 
that, with prcq>er care, she might recover; and 
being obliged to go on board himself, sent me- 
dicmes en shore, which I carried to the child« 
I was, in the first instance, prompted by the de^ 
sire of being civil to a person who had shown 
great attention to the (^cers during my absaic^ 
at Tepic, Mid I was glad, also, to have an op- 
portunity of se^ng the interior of a New Gali- 
dan family. But I soon acquired a far deep- 
er interest in the case, by the increasing illness 
of our litde patient, one of the prettiest and most 
^g^tguig children I ever saw. The doctor, at 
my request, visited her as often as he could come 
cm shore, but as he was in dose attendance upon 
several yellow-fever patients, not only in the Con- 
way, but in the merchant ships in the anchorage, 
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fhAt I fine^ n^tfdiig of me&ttiate ; llut it 'val>4do 
tl#6 to ditew bi^ at this Msge of tbe cadd, shrae 
It was tlifougb me idone that atiy'v^Mrt eotdd 4bb 
<^ottii)ftmiicatedtoUieme£€alg«i»^ or Aolod. 

'Yet I saw, wlA much regrst, lliat tfie whdfe 
family were becoming more and more depeii^teiit 
upon me : they eent for me at all hoort ofi the 
day Mud night, whenever there was the ledt 
ehaiige, and although they must have seen tint 
'I eonld do them no good) they still wished to lie 
encouraged to hope the best. In so small* a 
town, and where there was no doctor ^iddiin twenty 
miles, ev^ eye was turned upcn us^ ^riuch made 
the case a still more anxious one« If ^e diild 
recovered, indeed, we should have been leertainr^f 
iiie respect and the esteem of the society ; bol, 
on the other hand, if she died, as we began 'to 
fbar, t^ effect of our interfereBoe was mneh 
to be dreaded on the minds ' of ^pecfiie^ babi- 
ttlally diiftrustfU of strangers. Q?b^ vfesdUar- 
ly nothing for it now^ however, boie^orgD thrvugh 
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inr djfitevofr+iiHi WTt <mrej^ fife cbjldnw^a geUmg 

«iblid-giTe]i><lhe ease Dp as h0pelea9«<^Hfn4 th^ 
^ere. the) only ^prelendars to^miedical knowle^e 
'ill i ^ fthe *meigli]^iHrhood'^-<M(ur endeavomB were 
Imtstod' idth u»eomiaDii aimely, and becani^ 
Ad umi^ersid lopic of conversatiDiiy even as faras 

:: ' Late-' one night, I was caUed out of bed bjr a 

.'farektUess messenger, who came to say the- duI4 

•wis moeh warsB, and that I miuit come dow];i 

tb itbe secretary V houie immediately. I foim|d 

i^fa^> infaiit in its ^mothef^s' arms, wilh its eyes 

vph^ed, and l&e sickty hue of its skin changed 

•to « ^mce marUe wjutaaess; indeed^ it looked 

'mdrelibe a statue than a living being, and was 

^•lidsAtly dyin^. The poor father, who still 

fbndly vested his^hopes on my opinion, accom- 

* pamed' m& to the room, and w^ched my lo(d;s 

w«di the mesi mekmdioly anxiety. Qa catch- 

•ii^ &om the eacpression of my countenance, 

ivhlcn I' bdield the infant, what was the na- 

'tuiv^ctf 'qiyrthoUghtS5 he took one last miserable 
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l^k hi Im iieid^ and nuhed into tfe 
I saw him no more till long aftor all ^ras over ; 
and I had returned tongr howe; when I ob- 
verged Um al a dartanoe, harriieaded, and run- 
ning, in a diitiaflted vianner, away from that 
IMVt^tbetown inwhidi his house lay. Mem- 
idule, the motlier, jnore true to her duties, mt 
upon the bed, and, from time to tnne, press- 
ed the infantas cheeks, and tried to raise its eye^ 
lids, earnestly suppUoating it to apeak <mce 
more.*—" Dolores! — my little Doknres, don^t 
you know your own mother ? Dolores ?^— " Do- 
lores !-«-DolcH%ita !«-^M) conoces k tu madre ?^ are 
words I shall never forget. I sat down by her, 
and she made me touch its cold cheek-— accus- 
tomed, poor woman, to dmve consolation frcnn 
the encouragement I had forma^y given to her 
hopes — I did as she desired, but the child was 



The frmeral, as is usual in Cath<dic countries, 
-when a child under seven years of age dies, was 
a sort of merry-making ; it being considered a 
source of rejoicing that an innocent soul has been 
added to the number of angels. The effect, how- 
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i^ver, I must say, was very distressuig; the ve- 
spect I felt for the family, and the curioaUyl 
had to see the ceremony, were barely sufBioiant 
.motives to induce me to accompany the proces- 
sion^ where fiddles, drums, and fifes, played mer- 
ry tunes round the bier ; while the priests chauntr 
«ed hymns of rg*(»cing at the accession which had 
been made to the host of little angels. 

The effect of our failure on the minds of die 
people waf the very reverse of what we hadnwiifir 
pated ; fiNrbotb the BUi;g00n and myself were ev&: 
aftenuBids treated by all dasses of the society, 
with a more marked, req[>ectAil, and even cordial 
attention than before : and whenever the drcwn- 
stance was spoken of, the exertions we had made, 
though unsuccessftil, were everywhere duly felt 
and acknowledged. The poor father could 
set no limits to his gratitude ; and, at las<^ we 
were obliged to be carefiil, when in his presence, 
how we expressed a wish for anything ; as he never 
failed, upon discovering what was wanted, to send 
at any cost, and to any distance, to fetch it for ufi. 
When I was coming away, scane weeks afte?*- 
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WAn^s^ be insisted upon my accepting the moai; 
valuable curiosity he possessed, and which he had 
cherished with care for fifteen years — a beautiful 
bird of the country, celebrated all over the pro-v 
Yince of New Galida, and considered as the fiuest 
specimen of its kind ever seen. 

I now made a firm resolution to meddle nq 
more with the practice of medicine ; and had just 
declared my regret at having been induced, on 
any account, to place myself in the way of re-^ 
sponsibilities, which I could not bear with a safe 
conscience ; when a man burst into my room, and 
exclaimed^ that I was waited immediately^ as a 
young woman was dying, a few doors off! I 
said I was no doctor, knew nothing of medicine,* 
and could not possibly follow him, but that I 
would send off to the ship. ^^ No, no,*" cried the 
man, *^ that wonH do— no time is to be lost— ^. 

. - ' ' * 

the girl will die — and her blood will be on your 
head if you delay a moment ;^ and he dragged 
me along with him to a house^ where a girl.^ 
about sixteen years of age, was lying in a state of 
insensibility. I was received with infinite joy by. 
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tlie numerous matrons assembled round th6 be^, 
wlio msisted, with one voice, on my saying wliat 
was to be done. They told me, she had accidental- 
ly fallenbackwards down some steps, and hadpitcli- 
ed her head against a stone, since which she had 
lain in the state I saw. " Medecin malgre moi,"— 
t was forced to do something, and, aware of the 
advantage of bleeding in such cases, I said the 
girl ought to be bled at once, and told them 
to send for the person usually employed on such 
occasions^ who, it appeared^ was the principal 
barber. 

A lo^g time elapsed before he made his ap- 
pearance, and when he did arrive, he showed ncr 
disposition to make up for his delay^ but insisted 
upon telling the company at great length, how 
much provoked he was to have been disturbed in 
his siesta. I took the liberty of urging him repeat- 
edly to defer the story till after he had bled the 
girl; but as this produced no effect, I said, at 
length, that unless he began immediately, we must 
employ some one else to do it instead. This put 
him a little on his metal, and he very pompously 
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called for a ribbon, a towel, a handkerchirf, a 
canAe, and a basin. These being brought and 
ranged before him, he drew forth his cade of 
lancets, examined five or six with most pedantic 
ddiberation, and, after many minutes delay, se^ 
lected one ; he then tied up the arm, dreW" it 
out at fiill length, and folded it up again till the 
fingers touched the shoulder; diis he repeated seve- 
ral times, without seeming at all disposed to go any 
jRxrther ; upon which we insinuated to him, that if 
the girl died through his preposterous delays, h^ 
should be held responsible. This roused him a 
little ; and having bared the arm, he first wet it, 
and then, in the rudest manner possible, ruMbed it 
with a coarse towel from the wrist to the elbow, 
till the skin was much abraded. At last he touch- 
ed the vein with his lancet, after slowly making 
the sign of the cross three times over the place. 
Owing to the violent manner in which he had 
bound up the arm, he had stopped the artery, as 
well as the vein, and no blood flowed until he had 
loosened the bandage — then he relaxed it too 
much — in short, the operation was perhaps never 
less skilfiiDy performed. The effect, however, was 
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in the end most satisf^tory^ f<»? tibe girl g^dtially 
recovered ae the Uood flowed, t&lly in die course of 
Ave minutes, ^e regained her senses completely* 
Next day she was quite weO ; and thus, in spite cf 
all my endeavours^ my reputation as a doctor wta^ 
as ftiUy established in San Blas^ as if I had gra- 
duated at Salamanca. 

As the treasure to be shipped on board tlie 
Conway came at intervals of a week or ten days, 
I took advantage of these Idsure moments to erects 
an observatory, where my assistant Mr Foster, 
and myself, repeated the experiments made at the 
Galapagos. The result gives the length of the 
seconds pendulum at San Bias, 39.0377^ inches, 
and the eUipticity ^^'"^ 

The commandant, greatly to our comfort and 
happiness, at San Bias, was a remarkably sensible, 
unprejudiced, and well informed old Spaniard ; 
who not only encouraged us to make these 
observations, and assisted^ us as far as his means * 
went, but even allowed us to survey the harbour 

• See Philosophical Transaction* f<»r 1823. 
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comineiiced oor opetiiddiis^ ' )(t 
in the first instance, to' kect a mark in 'l! coil 
CU0U8 situation, in the meridian, on w^c6' a ugKi;^ 
was to be placed at night, we fixed u^^ t&evHi 
rapet of a friend^s house, on the fiirther nde ^ the 
m'arket-j^e. No particular directions liad*neSff 
^Ven as to the form of this marK, wmcU'^'^as 
naHed up late on Saturday evening ; nor was it 
until after it had been exposed for sdme liours 
next fiioming, that I discovered it to be^m Ime 
form of ^ crucifix. We had learh*ei{,"by mak^ 
dfcumstances, that the inhabitants of Skn xoiM 
Were above all things jealous of any intenereiH» 
n^th, or any disrespect for their reli^ous customs ; 
and we had, m consequence, taken great care la 
avoid every conceivable cause of 6^nce on'siicn 
subjects. I was horror-struck,' Siererore, to s^ 
the sacred symbol biiiltup as part '6rmy prcSane 
apparatus, andimmediateiy Yepaitedfolny meiia' 
the commandant to cdnsdlt "^M'^fiij^Vrat was 
best to be done on this al^nflih^ oc^Saon.^^*'^^^ 
a great pity,'' said he, **ahd I ho^"^ it^iw^^noi^ 
produce a popular commotion ; although I think 
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1m , l^^s^c} now, and, in the meantime^. ^9^^i 
^wg ^t^ 0^8 alonjg. with me.'] Accpydi^ly, 
ig^.A^jt||jr4,hell was just then ringing wet set^ 
c^.Ttiff t^^^ On reaching, the naariej-^ 

^ce,. WQ observed a jgpreat crowd gaping at iny 
crofts:. but we walked qn boldjy, .and I mu9t. 
qwn I WIU5 not a little relieved by the good hxm" 
our they appeared to be in, an^ by thfi unusually . 
diifl nQannei; i^ which they m^de way for us. to . 
p«|8.^. They were ^elighted^ in fact, with the cir- 
cumstance ;. and I heard no more of the matter, ex- 
^t th|^t jthe jinha!)itant8 were much pleaded with ^ 
the pious ri^tilarity with wl^ich we lighted up the 
crpss eveyy night, the moment it was dark. It 
h]^ jdso the e^ect of inspiring them with hopes 
of our convpr^icm ; for the question, as to whether 
or^ ippt w^ jr^e^ Catholics* was more frequently 
{Mit d^an l)efop* They we^e never displeased 
^^ 911^. raying in the negative; and always 
MjDsj^^red o]Uir^ regular a^ttcgoLdance at mass, and ^ 
otW^ttjiUionai 1^ ^hj^ir customs, as m^rks of ci- 
\Tqi, ii ■ u ^ 
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in tkne^ we would tee oinr «nror> aod yUUfaithff 
tmefidA. 

< An MBUttDg inatanee oocnned <olie> 4i^ dkul 
gave U8 a practical lesson^ irluch we did nc(t StA 
to tam to account, on the necasnly nf att^dbg 
fto the pngudices of Ae pojpidace* An Amen^ 
can merchant ship aifived at San Bias wsik^ H 
eacge finr sale. Some diffictdties 4^ the cnatini^ 
home prevented her unloading £x 4 few daya^ 
in the meanwhile, a few small artidea found 
dteir way on shore, and, aBiongst othess, sev^sn^ 
pairs of dM)«6 which weie eiposed in th^ miu^etf 
These shoes, like many other Idnds of Ana^iiQN^ 
(poods, here the stamp of an ea^ on ib» ^cff^ 
As the Mezioans, about a month b^cHTOi ha4 ^st^ 
Uished themselves into an independadt Iiq[>erii} 
state, o£ which the £agle was the innblem';^ tin 
San Blasanians sapiently oonaeivedi that tbet 
North Ameiioans, in placing an eagle <en the sc^ 
of dieir shoes, meant to imply. tbw oomtep^pl 
of the ooontry, hy trampling its national inaipMf 
«mdttrf0ot! A vastcommotioawaaB«ii^|e^4^ 
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tokMrseef « few «(iiitttes,-^aU tettnuss was pirt 
a stop to^-^the shops and bouses were shut up, 
and a riot ensued, such as we had not witnessed 
htfyre, and' had neT"er expected toece anox^ a 
i«ee in ^eral sd tranqail. 
'■-' The Ilkistriaus Ayuntsmiento wore speedily 
«^senltdd^ aoid after mtich grave discussion^ a 
disf{>atch was written to the ccsnmanda&t on diis 
k»poi<taiit sulgeet. However ridiculous he must, 
of o^urse^ ha^e conside];^ the wholo nEffidr^ he 
i^^d not appease the finrknent, without diiectii^ 
a eommis^ovi to examifie the i^erican ship, and 
t6 h^ttire into a»d report upon the »i«eter. The 
e^minis^ioners, accordingly^ won't on boiutd in 
gtieat state, and when they oonnn^iced their sur- 
vey, they were thunderstruck with the multitude 
of eagles that everywhere met tlmr eyes. On 
the guB»-— on the sails-'^on the sailors^ jackotch^ 
on eVerythitig, in short, was stamped an eagte ; 
and diey returned to the sh<M*e half distracted 
With the sight of the imperial bird. The popu- 
Hice were eventually pacified, and order gradually 
HekoredT %ut the original impresdon 1^ l^ die 
dioes was never totaUy removed, and the crew 
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of the ship were ever afterwards viewed with 
jealousy and distrust. 

This is national or political bigotry ; but it is 
of the same family as religious, or rather super- 
stitious bigotry, which is carried to a greater ex- 
tent in that part of the world than I have seen 
anywhere else. I became well acquainted wi^ 
a priest at San Bias, a rational man on some 
points, but who often entertained me with rela- 
tions of the numerous miracles which he himself 
had actually witnessed, and, therefore, as he repeat- 
edly told me, he, of course, most sincerely believed. 
He was a m^n of great influence amongslj the inha- 
bitants of the town, who gave implicit credit to 
every one of these stories ; and it was really a me- 
lancholy sight to tee the old man leading his whole 
congregation along with him in the wildest absur- 
dities, to most of which he bore personal testimony 
from the pulpit. He was a deep speculator also 
in the mines, and being very credulous on every 
subject, was easily led astray, and pillaged il>y 
profligate agents, who wrought upon his mindlfy 
absurd prognostics of approaching riches. Ite 
had . long wearied out the patience of all jus 
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friends, by his prosing, and I observed, that lie no 
sooner pommenced the subject, by the sli^test al- 
lusion to a mine, than his audience immediately 
moved off: he was, therefore, enchanted to have a 
new and ready listener. He showed me the plans 
and pections of his mines, and the letters of his 
agents, by which, though unacquainted with the 
subject, I saw at a single glance that he was 
,their dupe : but it would have been an un- 
^acious, and, I suspect, a vain attempt, to have 
,tried to make him sensible of this. He possess- 
ed considerable knowledge of the habits of the 
lower classes, and, as I found much pleasure In 
his conversation on this account, I was frequent- 
ly in his house. The intimacy which sprung up 
between us, I have no doubt, contributed essen- 
tially to the quiet which we enjoyed at San Bias, 
and I encouraged it more than I might otherwise 
have done, from a conviction, that if we had got 
ipto any scrape, no one could have extricated us 
ap well as this irood &ther. There was some- 
thing, also, very, primitive in his credulity ; a sort 
of diildish and amiable nmplicity, which render- 
ed it impossible to listen without compassion to 
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las wild storkft «f the imr«dc» lie ted ^letxmOy 
seen perfonaed befoore fak eyes^ dnefljr by Nineft- 
tra Senoia de Talpa, his fiiroimte ^akit^ fie 
wad bat too fior a anlgwt fer thr loiniAg cb^bt- 
taoMy wko abcNDid in all Atmt eomiimsf^ ^ipAl 
gfeady fear my leTexend fiocaui W9» m diefl^ 
toad t6 total raifi. - .r[j) 

I have qpoken of tbeheat of Saa Blaa$ tn^ 
die period I deacnbed, was considefed;: the ifioe 
season, wiiicb lasts from Decenher to May indn- 
dve. Daring that interval tbe sky k abray s idearv 
no rain falls, land and se»*fareeze» preivail^ and^ 
as tibere ib then no sickness^ tbe tow» is 4eramted 
widi inhabttants. From Juae to Noremberv « 
Tery different order of things takeS) place. Tbe 
li^at is gready increased, ihs Aj becomes ovet^ 
oast, ihe sea and buid-fareeaes no longer Uo#f 
bnt in their stead, hard storms sweep aki^ thi^ 
coast, and excessire rains dduge tbecoinitryy miA 
occasional violent squalls of wind, aooompa^ifii 
by thunder and lightmi^. Dvsring this ipsdo^ 
San Bias is r^idered uhiidmbitable, in c^naei- 
qnence of the sickness, and c£ the viol^obee' ef 
the rain; whidb not only drendbes tbe whc^ 
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vMidin tbe rock,. dvwUch die tonm febu^^ ]jw 
ttially Ml istancL Tltt( wfaxds rauaqf geaa^ i»t 

^dd}' wheal ibiB TaicBB becone leisnokant-Md lefli 
^^mib; vUfar tlie intense hest actt mih 011% 
duevoua efiiect on the satsrated 8<ril^ and r$ifim 
Itt: atonoc^bne of makuria, such as the imwt lei^ 
soiled nal&ire eaimat breathe with impisaity^ 

' Thia h^iiig isvwiabty the stole of the climate^ 
ouHy all diekihabitaiiteabaiiidcm Ae town as soott 
.iB(dieTaiiiy^86«floifts{^(roach«3. As wehad^KfUflt 
iuuoA this niigrariim ^esctibed^ we wmle4> .mfth 
^Kwe cmoAtyy fiw the axrival of the affpwit^ 
ed-tinie): and^ aoeoxdii^lyy towards the end <^ 
Maj^, had the satuAction of seeing the great 
^ht cemmence. I sfaidl iMver f<^get the si% 
igidaar B»ti9|Ee of the scene which was presenlf* 
^'tetisi iUl'tibe wm^ began to saove nearly 
teillmsattie time^ the ikh imd the poor stireaAa^ 
4d off linditfciinaiaKaiely tc^tfaer. The Uf^ road 
to'Tepfe, aa ikr <a^ the eye eould rea<^, wae 
leoTWidwith horsesy loadad nudes, and foet.pas* 
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sc^^TN iitedi«gtidoiig Ifce fdaiftjonrtliaii mybta 

ldiidiA^9> Ipdliqg their 4o^a^ a^d:: mmfe^ 
qf idtb the h^8, Idtmng the grelt^ .f>aiin)ri()f 
l^Msir pwperfrf behind |hem# wgy»id^M|&i«9^ 
Ai^g btt^ tb^ pestiJeMe. of. th« c^ak^.^lSift 
beHer dAsaes vocia awfty oit li«rfldb$(^, teaTJwip 
A^ hn^^nge to foUow oQ mut«9 ;:toftitb(» .#«akii^ 
CM ^ ihe gretUff patt bf the >t9ba^yfcAt|t%ijdi& 
xmt ^dft^ e£ tbi9» imd we #(iv mi^y^ ii^ter6«li»gt 
fiunily groups, where the very aged i|Bi4 lUwi rmfi 
jFpuiig peefle^weitf hiMUM onimtf es^abei^ioid- 
edi with goods aBdviih Amuture;; tfhik the pf^ei^ 
ipd the womai, apd the ^tottlec c^ildrc^y iralb^ 
bgr Ih^r «deft-^ sc^e Irom whsch a pmM 
9i!ght have odlei^ iniiumecid^^8iu}9«i$ita.^ijBrt 
terest. ■ ' ' ,-• t • . '. i(. . ^nexb 

A cily without pcK^H^ ^^^ *<?' tii^j'^J^^^ 
^d anoaialpus eir)Cum$f<«A$e; .buttitr ^Q^ecbit>Qo 
i^ariy so to us> Ibiy MT^firii^idA leaving, Usdiy>ii)t^ 
^ ; tiU^ 4a lengthy we found owaeteeH ci^p^u 
ti^ty alpuei in 4^e ^ewrted^iovrih ; XhetgoTtoMii 



lo 
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vMOBto^ ^ifb}*>fe^ l^<»pNsp^, rel^xidl «^ 
IgAoiiimd^ hMt' nca% ^all gc^e h^ht^ we ^iSk^. 

ittdi^ son^ ^ftittiiliiis so iHbeivfaiy i dedfitlite, ;^lilil 

Tit# ^<^AlMit of the fowii^ ia the 6l|6 ^e>$(i^li^ M 
tfbkit^1h)^6 ^ufiui^d5'hill'l^6(iitim|ier#hi^hi^ 
HlflfiMs f O'ltf aY& life seiiEMiti- seldbm exoeieAs « htkffii^ 
^vod dfitA -M^i-' ' - ' ' ■ ' .^ w ■',.'• 5^.- . :jv< 

«l4»^J(foi^U^l?holiiiKt JS«^ a6qfa»ii}il9lib^ 

«K0et>«ithdi of tho^^^ot, &nd akiodtr the lfll» 
^)tbd to^fi j wcfiit i6#^dii thfe- day« X bate s^dffM 
hekm t^e^ leate of ti^ frk^ck^T^[»«OBd, vidioX)^ 
htvitig^ fioitie hopes of seeing "them Again; bii(^^h9 
chances of my ever returning to so remote ai^ 
ttilft^qaemtMl d sfndl m San ]9|}as^ or of ei^r mee^ng 
ot»<bei«iK^^3^'tb€^e;fii«tid8 agidn, ^«^e soifilni8f 
^t/i'f6lt^}<ni4oditig^ght«cif tji^n this morning, 
agil^lhey ha«t:i^;««ai% «uhk in^ the grave; > T%@ 
fifHnty«9i»&ted of^g^m)@Rm)ir'hi9iirM&, «todhH 
wife^s sister, with two elderly female relations. The 
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strongly chttadeiiiad by ^.IMb^xiom £MJt9«^| 
Imt degam in bw iniuiiier8> nbofi^ lu^.tiMi^lst- 
ed in bcr bdumaur ; and tkim^ mw^ ii^pmi 
tUl die people about heiv beth i» Imowfedge Md 
is judgment, no oae teemed labliw bem aw^ if 
H, tffl the atteatiom of the atrntq^QM atfrafitedllb^ 
notiee of ereiybody to h« nmts. XBUtbybmp 
«ter, bids me add, that tUs^ j^ng.UAj eetvdd 
Bttther read nor write, and had» ffoMslfytjaimf 
heatd a:book lead out oC dtoreh: but :theiiii,)iiM 
nokldng uBoommon in tUs. The m^ffemn^ 
like house was a lively^ eonyemble^ htedloyole 
persoiiy very hoaiEftaUe and hind^ ^^fiwiaS^M 
Ae strangns; and she often made .1:9 ti^pM^ 
ties IB tiie evemng, where the c01Apai^.:MoAl 
Ae street, before her doM" till a.lalehou«i;tsnwkt 
mg, cbattit^, and flapping aw»y!tb«im€ist|uilb9c^ 
and watcfauig, anxiously^ lor thet,fir«|k,|^(^jto 
land-wind. The master ef the hwmf »0io>9fa8 
in office, had it sometimei m }A» fi9Wf9?)\<#tjh# 
asefol 10 us. In thi>>^.w^ 1 beoMBit^intyiiete 
10 
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iR^tlv tbe filmify^and ttMiougfa ihete hereryUt^ 
«o '^describe abont titem, I iDseitgiMy tAt %it«^ 
tmeA in the lehok poirty, and saw t^em go iiwi^ 
t}^ titorning wil^ considerate regi*et« ^ 

illie'lacSes were in their ridiiig dresses, "vifaicA 
Mii^^led of a ydlow-<;oloured bearv^ hat^ with a 
hita^btoad' as to serre Cbe purpose of an umbrel^ 
b ;- -but with a disproportionably low crown, two 
h^Uesabd a htM Mgh ? tied round with a rieblf 
Wt^ght tj^band, between whieh and the hat was 
httiA a tri-coloinred cockade, the onblem of the 
guaanhntees mesM;kHied in the account &( the Revo^ 
ktioBii The hat served to confine a handkeiiafaiei^ 
Souhled corner-wise, and pkced previously ovar 
ibe head, in such a way, that the two comers^ 
i4ikii wene laid: togeth^, hung half way down di^ 
back) while the other comers fell one on each 
AoUlder* The handkerdiief was of white mui^ 
Imy with a s^^arlet border, four inches tooad. 
OvM? the shouldears was thrown the Mangas, or 
cloak, whfoh has a hole in the middle to reu 
cme Ibe ^headJ That which was worn by t^ 
youngest '<cC ^b ladies was of a deep purple 
cloAy orM»nented round the neck with taste- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



316 MEXICO. 

/,M.:, ; • ,r - " . " V /. '. . . J .. .; • .: . S.'j.-i 

Jj^rgpl A embroidery,, eight or t^niudbesw^d^. 
B^lop ,the Mangas theret peeped out j^ coit^pF 
£p\i^n of Epglieh manufacturei and i^ pau;.,pf 
untanned yellow boots^ made on the spot . Qp 
the table lay two pair of French glpves,,but tbjc 
ladies not being used to wear.suc^ thiiigs^. ^n 
tore both of them to pieces, < in vain atten^pts |p 
^t than on ; upon which they called out to thf 
gentlemen to assist them in winding handk^i^- 
chiefs round their hands, to defend thern^ as- tl|i^y 
jBaid, /rom the chafing of the hard hide bridles., . 
It is the frigid custom all over Southr Amen^t 
for the. ladies, however well acquainted^ !^f i^ 
ahake hands with gentlenaep. As, rhcwevj^^^ J 
had been imusually intimate with thisJ^nily^^Tl 
was rather curious to see whether anexceptip^ 
mi^t not, for once, be made ; and i^opid i^ 
waiting, by the side of the door, to see th^ o||^ 
l^iwt the master of the house mounted 1^3 hoij^e^ 
tji^n his wife's mother ; next a .venerabj^e p,}}^} 
t^he most courteous and formal , ^fMe^ , wqcg 
pt^nehapged between us. The Jlf^dy^^ie^^f ^i^pjif 
stepp^out, and to my.surpri?e,bel<|fl^|^l?<#iffeey 
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hands, and took her leave with a carino, as they 
calf it, far' beyoiilfl thy i^xpecfation. *The-liVtfe 
'gitt'wais last, and haiving such an exaniple 'before 
'her^ tooS vtpon her to forget the formalities 6f h^ 
bduntry,! and with a neat and frani sinceriiy, 
bkirie tip aiid offered me her hand. ^^ 

'''1st June 1822. — This day broke with an un- 
Hi^oirted g'loom overshadowihg everything ; a dense 
bladk haaSe rested Hke a high ^all round the hoi§. 
zon; trUle thi^ upper sky, so long without a single 
speck, was staiiied all over with patches of shapel 
less Clotidi^ fl3ring in different Erections. As* thi 
mrii rose h6 was attended by vapours and clouds^ 
i^hldh cJoncealkl'him ftom our sightl The sfea^ 
Viild, which used to begin gently, and then gratt 
kueflljpinctease to a pleasant breeze, camfe on sud- 
B^rily, khd *with great violence ; so that the wavei 
idtirled ^d broke into a i^hite sheet of foam as ^ 
afif^ the ^ye cotdd' rdach. The sea looked black 
aiid Stohriy tuidefr the portentous influence of aA 
iiMai^e Wai^s 6f dark clouds, rising rfowly in itii 
^ter6 'garter, till they reached nearly to thd 
ifeifitlt, "^^^re 'tifiey fcontiniied suspended like ti 
miy^Aiiftg'thV'v^holc day. ^ The ships whfcfi^ 
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^e of the bay, iftse how roUteg uM fiixMag 
ifi&tfaeir cables g«9relohed out to eea^aiid ; whfie 
diel)oato l9iart used to i^im ^(«g fhH^ Ae shKyre 
to ^ ^vessels ^t Anchor, irete s€^ dpkdMi^ 
through the wares under a reefed sail, &r stfttg- 
^ing hard with their oars to evade the surf, 
bi^aking and roaring along the coast. Hh^ flstgi^, 
that were wont to lie asleep by the sides of thie 
mast, now stood stiffly out like boards. iimUmef^ 
able sea birds continued during all the day Wh^dl- 
kig round the rock <m which the town stood, and 
screaming as if in terror at this sudden change* 
The dust of six months' hot weather, tsAseA illtd 
high pyramids, was forced by the fUrious ^ts 
of wind into the innermost comers of i^e hoiis^. 
Long before sunset, it seemed as if the d^ hit& 
lAoBedj owing to the darkness caused by » the 
dust in the air, and to the sky being oinerea^t bit 
every part by unbroken masses of watery cl6uds. 
Piresently lightning was observed amongst thie 
hills ; which was shortly afterwards foDoWctfty a 
storm exceeding in violence anytWhg I 'ever' 6et 
with. During eight houb, dilujges ^"ri^fi ri^i- 
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a^sj luig&^itanes ; xenderii^ it.eyarywh^re ^mr^ 
^^pif^.iaidf £p^ some pluoes quite impossibte t^ 
p^., This rain found it» wny tbirough the xq9^ 
fi|i\4 4r^^^cb^ every part pf tbfs heuae|3;,the 
loud' ronpbling, uokie g£ the torrents m tbei 
s^ee^ nyeTer ^^e^^ed; the decifeiiuig hHid«<saB 
of ,tl^^. ^lundery which seemed to oUog round 
^ ,1*4^ bepaine di«titctiiig4 wJbile the coolif 
}i^ed Jaah^ <>f , the if^i^d ^i^i^J^viiag,, wbk^ 
^ye4 in the W^t brUUamt siamu^r £M^m tho 
^lE^t^^^U^ the heri^m <(^ aU.s]de% irere M <w^ 
l^uti^d.futd tt^T^. I never witn^i«ed 3ueli « 
iS^t^j ^ the 4^ybi^e9 the Tain ceased; and 
^|;pingielLtheinorniiV.theie wm a dead cahni 
^ev air. meis sot sultry that it was painful to breoAe 
ij^l and tbo]agh the sky remained overcast, the sun 
hud puw^ to riaise.up clouds of steam, which 
oo^r^red the whole plain as far as the base of the 
B|oun^iw^: 
t^J^o, Yery vicdent, rain fell after this fiurious 

b^^ ffS^^ #X^BW ?^ *^ *^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 
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the periodical wet seaflon set in. During ik$ 
mornings it was generally dear and fair; but 
about half past three or four o^dock, the ^ be- 
c«ne rapidly overcast, and at five the rain be- 
gan ; though it was seldom before dght o^ciodL 
lliat it fell in the torrents I have described, or 
that the thunder and lightning commenced with 
violence. 

After such a warning as we had received <m the 
first of the month, we were glad to imitate the ex- 
amjde of the inhabitants, and take our departure as 
soon as possible. Accordingly, on the 15th, aU 
our business being conduded, we sailed firom San 
Bias ; and after a voyage round Cape Horn, of 
nearly eight thousand miles, anchored in Bio 
Janeiro on die 12th of September ; having been 
at sea twelve weeks and five days without seeing 
land. 
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NAUTICAL MEMOIR 

ON THE 

NAVIGATION 

OF THE 

SOUTH AMERICAN STATION. 



So little has been published respecting the navi- 
gation of South America, and especially of that part 
which lies beyond Cape Horn, that ships first going 
to that station are often at a loss to discover, which 
is the best mode of making the different passages 
from place to place. 

Having experienced this difficulty myself on 
many occasions, and having lost much time in gues* 
sing my way in the dark, I endeavoured to collect 
as much information on the subject as possible, with 
the view to the formation of some general sailing di« 
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rections for the whole of those coasts. Biit, upon 
revising the materials in my possession^ I find they 
are very far from being sufficiently copious and ex- 
act for such a purpose. My time an^ attention^ in- 
deed^ were so much occupied by matters in no re- 
spect favourable to such inquiries^ that I was often 
under the mortifying necessity of letting occasions 
pass, where, if I could have devoted sufficient lei- 
sure to the subject, much useful information might 
have been collected. I do not think it right, how- 
ever, on this account, to abandon altogether die in- 
tention I had first formed. Our opportunities, in fact, 
were so very extensive, that I think a simple de- 
scription of each passage, together with such colla- 
teral remarks as circumstances suggested, cannot be 
otherwise than useful to future navigators similarly 
drcumstaneed with ourselves. And there can be 
no doubt, that, if every one, who has equal means, 
will, in like manner, reccnrd and bring forward 
merely his own information, we shall 80<m possess 
all the knowledge we can desire upon the subject 

Officers are too apt to undervalue, the nautical 
knowledge which they acquire in the ordinary course 
of service ; and to forget, that every piece of correct 
information which they obtain, especially on distant 
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Stations, is essentially valuable. If it be new, it is 
a clear gain to the stock already accumulated ; if 
not, it is still useful as a corroboration: and this 
costs very little trouble, for a few practical obser- 
vations, made during, or at the end of a voyage, 
give immense additional value to the dry details g£ 
a log*book. 

I have arranged the accounts of the different pas- 
sagep in the order in which they occurred, and have 
confined myself strictly to the nautical details. 

A list of the latitudes and longitudes of the dif- 
ferent places visited by the Conway is given at the 
&td of these notices. It has been extracted from a 
Hydrographical Memoir drawn up by Mr Henry 
Foster, master's mate of the Conway, and transmitted 
by me to the Admiralty. That memoir contains mi- 
nute directions for every port which we entered, to- 
gether with a detailed Account of all the Nautical, 
Hydrographical, and Astronomical Observations, 
during the Voyages which we made along the vast 
range of coast washed by the Pacific. It would 
have given me much satisfaction to have printed 
this work of Mr Foster's, had its nature not been 
exclusively professional. But I take this public op- 
portunity of bearing the strongest testimony to the 
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merits of this rising young officer, to whose assist- 
ance and companionship, in every pursuit connect- 
ed with nautical science, I stand essentially in- 
debted : and it is with real satisfaction, on public 
aiB well as private grounds, that I observe his pro- 
motion to the rank of Lieutenant, and his appoint- 
ment as Surveyor to the North- Western Expedition 
about to sail. 

The chart published herewith was drawn up un- 
der my directions, and from Mr Foster's observa- 
tions, by Lieutenant A. B. Becher of the Conway, 
from whose practical skill in hydrography, as well as 
other branches of his profession, I derived much va- 
luable assistance. 

I owe my acknowledgments also to Lieutenant 
Charles Drinkwater, then midshipman of H. M. S. 
Creole, for his assistance in our endeavours to bring 
the higher branches of nautical astronomy into prac- 
tical use. His intimate knowledge of the subject 
in all its stages rendered his simultaneous co-opera- 
tions at stations distant from ours of the highest 
utility. 

1 
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No. Page- 

s I. Passage from Rio de Janeiro to River Plate 329 

11. from Monte Video to Valparaiso 330 

HI. — —I — from Valparaiso to Lima 338 

IV. from Lima to Valparaiso 339 

V. firom Valparaiso to Lima by the 

Entremedios - - - 341 

VI. . from Chorillos, (near Lima,) to 

Valparaiso ... 343 

VIL from Valparaiso to Conception, 

Bay of Arauco, and Island of Mocha 345 

VIII. from Valparaiso to Lima, call- 

uig at Coquimbo, Guasco, Copiapo, 
Arica, and MoUendo - - S47 

IX. — — ^ from Lima to Pacasmayas, Pay- 

ta, and Guayaquil , - - 348 
X ■ I from Guayaquil to the Galapa- 

gos Islands - - - 351 

XL from the Galapagos to Panama 353 

XII. General Remarks on the winds, weather, 
and navigation on the south and south- 
west coast of Mexico - - S55 
XIII. Passage from Panama to Acapulco 363 

XIV. from Acapulco to San Bias 866 

XV. — from San Bias (round Cape 

Horn) to Rio de Janeiro - 370 

XVI. — — from Rio de Janeiro to Bahia 377 
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No. I. 

From Rio de Janeiro to Btwnos Jyrea. . 

P. M. 14/A of October to A. M. 23d, 1820. 

(8J2)ay«.) 

This passage was made in less time than it 
usually occupies. We passed the Sugar Loaf at the 
entrance of Rio about four o'clock in the afternoon 
of Saturday the 14th of October 1820, and were off 
MaldanadO; at the entrance of the river Plate^ at the 
same hour on that day week^ viz. the 21st, and an- 
chored off Buenos Ayres at four in the morning (^ 
Monday the 23d : thus completing seven days from 
Rio to the river Plate ; and eight and a half from 
Rio to Buenos Ayres. 

The wind was moderate, from £. S. E. as far as 
latitude 26^ 46' south, when it drew to N. E., and 
blew fresh ; it then hauled gradually to the north- 
ward. In 33° it fell light, and drew to the west- 
ward, south, and so round to the eastward. On 
approaching the river it came to the southward 
again ; after entering which, the wind came from 
the St E., and afterwards N. £ and East, moderate, 
and fine weather. 

An American frigate, which sailed from Rio a 
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fQrtoiglit before ufy met with hard S. W. breezes^ 
and arnred only two days before us. 

Two years afterwards we were oflf the river Plate, 
between the latitudes of 40^ and 30^ for thirteen 
days, contending against northerly^ and N. N. West* 
erly winds, between longitudes 40"^ and 50°. This 
was in the latter end of August and beginning of 
September 1822 ; and it may be useful to remark, 
that, on this occasicHii the winds invariably follow- 
ed the course of the sun, that is, from right to 
left, or what is technically called, in the northern 
hemisphere, against the sun. This change occur- 
red three difierent times ; the wind drawing from 
N. £. to North, then to N. W. and West, and so to 
S. W., and again by S. E. to N. E. and North. Up- 
on two occasions it shiiled to S. W. from the norths 
ward, without any warning, and blew fresh. 

No. II. 

From Monte Video to Valparaiso. 

llth of November to 19th of December 1820. 

(38 Days.) 

This passf^e was favourable both as to weather 
and to time. With the H:eeption of a gale from 
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souths on the 1 8th of November^ in latitude 46^^ 
south, longitude 57^ west^ and another short one 
from west on the 12th December, after rounding 
the Cape, in latitude 5V south, longitude 82*^ west, 
the weather was uniformly moderate. At starting, 
we had the winds from the W. S. W.,S. W., and West, 
with one spurt of twelve hours from north by we6t> 
in 41 J° south, as far as 45° south. It then fell calm, 
and the wind afterwards sprung up from N. N. E., 
drew to N. W., and blew hard. After which, it 
again fell calm for an hour, then a breeze sprung up 
from the southward. This, in the course of a few 
hours, freshened to a hard gale, which lasted about 
fourteen hours. A calm succeeded, and then a 
fresh N. £. by north, and easterly wind with rain and 
squalls as ^ as the latitude of 50^° south, when it 
hauled to the S. Eastward, and in 51^° south it fell 
calm. This was succeeded by a strong westerly, 
and then north-westerly breeze, with fine clear wea- 
ther. This carried us to 54° south, when we got 
N. N. E. and North by West winds, which took i|s 
through the Straits of Le Maire. 

We rounded Cape Horn on the 26th November, 
fifteen days from the river, with a fresh N. N. West- 
erly breeze. This speedily shifted to the N. W., 
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and then S. W., and again to west, and W. S. W. ; 
•o that we made little westing till we reached Gli"^ 
south on the 1st of December. The weather was 
always moderate, with drizzling rain, and occasion^ 
al fogs, and a high swell firom S. W. Between the 
%d and 3d of December the wind drew to the north- 
ward, with a thick fog. Next daj it came to the 
S. W., with sleet squalls, and a thick haze. This 
wind gradually hauled to the northward of west, 
with hail squally An in^peciioii of the track will 
show how uniformly the winds between 60^ and 5H^ 
south gradually drew from the S. W. to westward, 
then to N. W., and so to the northward, and always 
squally, with hail and sleet. In 51}° south we had a 
gale of nine hours from the west, with squalls of 
hail. This wind, however, instead of drawing to the 
N. W. and northward, as it had been wont to do in 
the six preceding degrees south of us, now hauled 
W. S. W., and blew fresh, with constant squalls till 
we had run on a north by west course (by compass) 
nearly to 42° south. The wind, then, after a short 
calm, came to the eastward, and drew round gra- 
dually to S. 8. £., where it remained steady and fresh 
till we made the land to the simthward of Valpa- 
raiso on the 19th of December. We had li^t airs 
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from the northward in the middle of the day, which 
carried us into the harbour. 

The highest south latitude to which we reached 
was 61^**, being then in 75'' west longitude. This 
was in the evening of the Ist of December 18^. 
We had then a fresh breeze from the N.W. by west, 
with a thick drizzling haze. The barometer stood 
at 29,34«, and the thermometer at 4F. The far- 
thest west to which we went was 84J°, in latitude 
51° 4i5' south, on the 7th of December, the wind 
very light from the westward, barometer 28,66. 

When die prevalence of strong N. W. winds be- 
tween 50° and 54^ south is taken into consideration, 
it will probably be advisable to go, at least, as far 
west as 84% in order to make a fair wind of the 
north-westers, when not too strong, to admit of 
carrying sail. 

From the best information respecting die weather 
off the Cape, there seems reason to believe, that the 
hardest gales prevail near the land, and that the 
chance of good weather, and of easterly winds, is, 
at least, as great at a considerable distance off shore. 
A ship, cm meeting westerly winds, therefore, 
ought to stand on to the southward as hx as 62° olr 
6S% and be indi£RH*ent about northing, till between 
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the longitude of 80^ and 85^", after which tham-wSA 
be little difficulty in proceedings ddimigh there 
must always be conndotdixle discomfort in passing* 
between 55^ and 5(y* souths where the north-westers 
fnnily with a hi^ sea. 

I am at a loss what to think of the utility of the 
barometer on this passage. Off Cape Horn, on the 
S6th of November^ in latitude 56^^ south, it stood at 
t9»^5 ; on reaching 60*^ south, it had fallen to 29>1S : 
the wind to the westward, and a thick fog ; but no 
bad weather followed. From the 1 st to the 2d, when 
we were in the latitude 6l° south, it ranged between 
29,50 and 29,30, with light winds from the north- 
westward, and drizzling rain. During the next 
day, when we were running nearly on the parallel of 
61" south, the mercury fell from 29,30 to 28,84, 
with a thick fog, and a moderately fresh breeze 
from the north-west. On the wind coming from 
the south-westward, it rose slowly to 29,95 ; the 
weather moderate, with slight hail squalls and dear 
weather. * It again £ell, as the wind shifted to the 
northward, N. £. and £• N. £., and stood at length 
at 28,60» which is the lowest point it reached. This 
was in the evening of the 4th, in latitude 59*^ 8outh> 
and longitude nearly 80"^ west, the wind at £. N. £« 
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moderate and cloudy weather; Fresh 8Quthieri]% 
south-westerly, and west-soutlt^westerij? breezes fol- 
lowed, and hard squalls, with sleet, but no gak of 
wind. It remained below 2g inches till we had 
passed the latitude of 5 7"^ south, and afterwards rose 
very gradually, till, having reached the latitude of 
56"^ south, on the l6th of December, it stood at ^ 
inches. It gave no warning of the approach of the 
gale on the 11th, but fell during its continuance 
nearly to 29 inches from 29>2a>. which it hadj9tood« 
at before. . . ^ 

From a consideration of these drcumstonoei^itiir 
to be apprehended, that the baromftter, which in 
middle latitudes is so useful acn instrmnent in fore- 
telling changes of weath^, may sometimes fail ns in 
very high, as it almost always does in very low la- ' 
titudes. On the return passage round Cape Horn, 
on the 15th August 1822, during the opposite sea- 
son, the same thing was observed, viz. a fall so low 
as £8>88, in latitude 56^° south, which was not fol- 
lowed by any bad weather. The wind was then 
N. W. and moderate. Perhaps it is affected in high 
latitudes by fogs and rains in a greater d^ree than • 
it is in middle latitudes, where I have not observed 
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that anything but winds materially influenced its 
movements. ' 

On the passage from the east in summer^ (De« 
cember,) the lowest temperature we observed off 
Cape Horn was Sff*, On the return passage, in win- 
ter^ (August^) it never fell below 40% till off the 
Falkland Islands^ when it was one day as low as 55®. 

We observed no current off the Cape greater than 
what might be ascribed to error in the estimation ; 
neither have I yet heard any well-estabUshed facts 
respecting the currents off Cape Hom^ more diatt 
what must always attend hard gales. 

A considerable difference of opinion prevails 
as to the fittest time of the year ^r making a pas- 
sage round Cape Horn from ^e eastward. There 
seems good reasmi to believe^ that, in winter^ 
when the sun is to the northward of the eqaa« 
tor, the chance of easterly winds is the greatest ; 
and many persons are of opinion, that the westerly 
gales are then neither sc violent nor so lasting as 
during the months that the sun is to the southward 
of the equator. Admitting these circumstances to 
be as stated^ there remain two very serious objec- 
tions to the winter season ; firsts the length of the 
nights ; and, secondly, the presence of ice islands. 

11 
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In a tempestuous and frigid latitude^ the absence of 
day-light always augments^ in a very serious de-^ 
gree^ the difficulties of navigation ; but when the 
formidable danger of icebergs is added^ there can 
be little i^urther question, I think, as to which season 
is preferable. All accounts seem to agree that it is 
during the winter and spring moi^ths^ July> August, 
and September^ that the ice is most generally met 
with ; and as the masses in which it floats about are 
sometimes only a few feet above the water, and such 
as cannot possibly be distinguished at night, the risk 
which ships run in winter months is very great 
Sometimes it is met with in fields, which embarrass 
ships exceedingly ; and since the opening of the 
commerce with the shores of the Pacific has multi- 
plied the niunber of vessels navigating those seas, 
many accidents occur every season. It will be 
seen under the head of notice XV., that we met 
the ice both in large and small islands in August 
1822 ; and several ships returned to Rio about the 
same time, after running against the ice, dismasting 
themselves, and sustaining other damage. 



VOL. II. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^8B cvixi TO F£jtir« 



No. III. 

Fram VtUparaiso to Lima. 
VJfh of Jofnwvry to Sth ofFdynmry 1821. 
(9 Days.y - 

The wind cm this passage is always nearly the 
«yaie> vis. S* S. £. It sometimes hauls a pmnt or 
two to the eastward^ but the passage is always cer- 
tain. The only precaution to be attended to is, to 
run well off the land in the first instance^ say 150 
miles, on a N. W. course, and then steer direct for 
San Lorenzo, a high and well-defined island, form* 
ing the eastern side of Callao Bay. It is usual to 
make the land of Monro Solar, which lies ten miles to 
the southward of Callao, and then ran into the road^ 
by the Boqueron Passage, or proceed round the nordi 
end of San Lorenzo. By attending closely to the 
directions on Mr Foster's chart, transmitted to the 
Admhraky, any vessel may safisly enter the Boque- 
ron; but great attenti<m must be paid to the lead 
and the bearings, and an anchor kept ready to let go. 

It is generally calm in the mornings, and some- 
times foggy ; but, about eleven o'clock, it clears up. 
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and the breese freshens from the southward^ which 
eiukbles ships ta reach the anphorage generally tf itb- 
out a tack^ after rounding the north end of Loren- 
zo ; so that^ upon the whole^ thi^ outer route, vhidi 
is entirely tree from danger, i« preferabile to ihfi 
other, at least for a «trang^. 

No. IV. 

Lima to Valparaiso. 
2Qeh February to I8th March 18S1. 
(18 Days.) 

Thb return passage from Peru to Chill req^^ires 
some attention, and m^j generally be made by a 
man-of-war in less than three weeks ; it has been 
n^de in less than a fortnight by a &igate, which* 
however, on the next occasion, took twenty-eight 
days. The point which contributes most to the sue? 
cess of this passage is keeping well off the wind af- 
ter leaving Lima, and not having any scruples about 
making westing, provided southing can also be rain- 
ed. The S. £. trade^wind, through which the great- 
er part of this course is to be made, invariably 
draws to the eastward at its southern limit, and. 
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therefore, a ship eventually can always make her 
southing. The object, however, being to get past 
the trade and into the westerly winds, which lie to 
the southward, a ship ought to keep the wind, at 
least a beam, while crossing the trade. In winter, 
that is, when the sun is to the northward of. the 
equator, the trade-wind blows steadier, and its 
southern extreme lies four, or five degrees to the 
northward of its summer limit, which may be taken 
at about SO"" or SP south. 

The sun was near the equator when this passage 
was made, and we retained the trade- wind as far as 
Sl° south, after which we had northerly and north- 
west winds as far as the Island of Mas-afuera, when 
it shifted to south, and then to S. E. by S. blow- 
ing fresh. This changed to S. S. E. the regular 
coast-wind, as we drew in shore. During summer, 
the land ought always to be made to the southward 
of the port. In winter, when hard north winds are 
frequent, this is not advisable. Perhaps, at such 
seasons, a direct course for Valparaiso may be the 
best, after losing the trade-wind. 
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No. V. 

Valparaiso to Limay by the ^^ Entremedios^ or 
Intermediate Parts. 
2rjth May to 24dh Jxme 1821. 

From Valparaiso we steered at the distance of 
about sixty miles from the coasts as far as lat. 22^^ 
south ; when we hauled in^ and afterwards coasted 
along in sight of the shore^ at the distance of seven 
or eight leagues^ as far as Arica. The winds being 
light from S. S. E. it was not till the 7th of June 
that we anchored there. From thence we coasted 
along by Quiaca^ Morro de Sama^ and Ilo, to Mol- 
lendo^ the winds being generally fVom the east- 
ward, and drawing off shore at night ; calm in the 
mornings ; and hauling in from the sea in the day ; 
the weather invariably fine. From Mollendo to 
Lima we had a fresh breeze off shore about S. E. 
On approaching the Morro Solar, the wind fell 
light, and we were obliged to tow the ship through 
the Boqueron passage into Callao Roads. 

There is no difficulty in making a passage along 
the south coast o^ Peru from the eastward. But 
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from the westward a great deal of vigilance is re- 
quisite to take advantage cf every occasional shift 
of wind^ since by this means alone can a passage 
be made. The best anthoritifes are^ I thinks again^ 
standing out to sea to the south-westward, in the 
hopes of f^tdikig in upon the starboard tack. The 
Constellation, American frigate, tried this passage, 
but she lost a great deal of time thereby, being at 
least three weeks in going from Lima to Mollendo. 

Hie San Mardn, bearing Lord Cochrane's flag) 
ttnde the passage to Arica, which is considerably 
fordier, in tMrteen days, by keeping in-shore, and 
tiddng advanU^ of the changes which take place, 
witii more or less regularity every evening and 
m<Mniing. 

A« the weather along the south coast of Peru is 
kivasriably fine, ships are not otherwise inccmir- 
knoded at the various andiorages, than by a high 
swell, which idways rolls in at the full and change 
ci the moon. Arica is the only place having any 
pretensions to the name of- a harbour ; but the se^ 
Vara! bays described in Mr Foster's Memoir may 
be considered safe, provided the ground-tackling be 
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No. VI. 



ChoriUos (near Lima) to Valparaiso. 

10th August to 28th, 1821. 

(18 Days.) 

THts being what is called the winter passage, 
we lost the ^ade-wind in latitude 25^ souths after 
which we had the winds to the S. W. as far as Idn- 
gitude 88° west, and latitude 27° south, when it 
shifted to the N. W. and West, and so to the S. W. 
and South, as far as 78° west longitude, and lati- 
tude 38° south. We were much embarrassed by 
calms, light winds, and heavy rains, after which 
the wind came to the ncnrthward and N. N. W, with 
thick rainy weather. We made the land to the 
southward of Valparaiso on the 27th, and got in 
next day by the wind coming round to the S.W. 

At this season of the year, when northerly winds 
prevail, with heavy rain, and unpleasant weather, 
it does not seem advisable to make the coast to the 
southward of the pcnrt. Neither ought a ship, I 
tMnk, to run into Valparaiso in one of these gales^ 
since the wind frequently blows home, and is at' 
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tended by a high swelL During the winter^ the best 
ground-tackle ought to be laid out to the northward, 
and a birth taken sufficiently far from the shore 
to allow of veering, in the event of bad weather 
coming on« It does not seem necessary to take more 
than barely room for this purpose, since^ by lying 
near the shore, there will be always an undertow, 
which relieves the sea^-cable of great part of the 
strain. As the launch will on these occasions be 
apt to swamp at her moorings, she ought to be 
hoisted in before the gale comes on^ of which the 
barometer^ the threatening aspect of the weather^ 
and the rising swells generally give sufficient warn- 
ing. Previous to a '* Norther/' also, the land of 
Concon^ and that beyond it to the northward^ are 
seen with unusual sharpness and distinctness. 

This passage in eighteen days may be termed 
short. Formerly thirty days was usual^ it after- 
watds sunk to twenty-five days, and^ at the period 
of our arrival, three weeks was considered good. 
Sir Thomas Hardy, in his Majesty's ship Creole^ 
made the passage from Huacho in something less 
than fourteen days, the distance being more than 
two thousand tWo hundred miles. This was early 
in May 1821, and it is well worth attending to^ 
10 
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that the trade-wind was crossed with a fore-top- 
mast studding sail set^ no regard being paid to any 
object^ but getting through the trade- wind as fast 
as possible. The same ship^ in February and March 
of the following year^ was twenty-eight days making 
the passage^ but this is unusually long for a man- 
of-war. 

No. VII. 

Valparaiso to Cq/iceptiony Bay of Aravco^ and 
Island of Mocha, 
Ist to 2l8t of October 1821. 

As the prevalent winds along this coast are from 
the southward^ it is necessary to take advantage of 
every slant that will allow of southing being made^ 
and we were fortunate in meeting with a westerly 
wind on the third day after sailings which carried 
us more than half the distance. The wind subse- 
quently was south by west^ which made the rest of 
the passage to Conception almost a dead beat. 
We arrived at Talcuhuana^ in Conception Bay, on 
the 8th. During the 9th, it blew fresh from the 
northward. We afterwards beat up to the Bay of 
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Amuco^ aud to the Island of Mocha, in 38** 19' 
south, havmg on this occasion been &voared with 
a south-easterly breeze, and then a southerly one 
to stand in with. 

We endeavoured to reach Valdivia also, but the 
wind came from south by east, and blew so hard 
that we were obliged, for want of time, to give it 
up. On the return passage to Valparaiso, we had 
light north-westerly and west winds, then S. W. 
and so to the southward, and south by east, which 
is the most common wind. 

These particulars would seem to point out that 
a passage- may always be made to the southward ; 
for the winds are seldom steady for twelve hours, 
and by taking care to profit by every change, soudi- 
ing must be made. 

The passage from Valparaiso to Conception is 
generally made m ten days, whidi is also the usual 
time required for a passage to Lima ; the distance, 
however, in the first <»sc, is two hundred and twen*- 
ty miles, and in the latter, thirteen hundred and 
twenty, a circumstance which points out very de- 
cidedly the direction of the prevalent winds. 
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No. VIII. 

Valparaiso to lAina, calling at Coqtdmboy Gt^ 

asco, Copiapo^ Arica, and Mollendo, 

15th of November to 9th December 1821. 

f 24 Days.) 

The winds during these passages along-diore 
are always lights and firom the southward^ hauling 
in from sea during the day^ and freshening from off 
the land in the n%ht. 

Between Mollendo and Callao there is a pretty 
steady breeze from B. S. £. with a drain of current 
along-shore ; a remark which applies to the whole 
coast from Valparaiso to Lima. 

A remarkable increase of the great S. W. swell 
is observable at the full and change of the mooa 
on the coasts especially from Arica to Huacho in^ 
elusive^ a circumstance which renders it difficuk* 
and sometimes impossible^ to land at those places. 
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No. IX. 

Lima to Pacdsmayasy Payta, and Gimyaqml. 
l^th to 2Bth of December 1821. 

The winds between Lima and Guayaquil are 
moderate from the southward. At night hauling 
to the south-eastward^ and in the day from S.S.W. 

When we came off the entrance of the river of 
Guayaquil^ on the 23d of December^ the wind met 
us from N.W. and then fell calm. We were ob- 
liged to anchor on the ebb^ and to beat up against 
the light northerly and nortb-westerly winds as- 
far as the anchorage off the N. £. end of Puna. In 
the afternoon of the ^^th, we received a pilot from 
the town of Puna, who undertook to carry us up 
during the night. We accordingly weighed at 
four o'clock, and with the flood-tide and a light 
breeze from west by south, ran up in the dark, 
and anchored at four in the morning of the 25th 
off the town of Guayaquil. The pilots of this river 
are expert, and appear to understand their busi- 
ness well ; but it is quite indispensable that their 
wishes be promptly and exactly attended to, as the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GUAYAaUIL BIVEE. 349 

passages are so narrow^ and the tide so rapid, as to 
admit of no delay. Several ships have been run 
aground^ by the captain hesitating to let go the an- 
chor at the desire of the pilot. 

The passage down again was more difficult, in 
consequence of the prevalent winds being up the 
river. It afforded us, however, a means of be- 
coming acquainted, to a certain extent, with the 
pilotage; and I feel assured that Mr Foster's di- 
rections, transmitted to the Admiralty, taken a« 
long with the chart usually supplied, and used 
with extreme caution, would prove sufficient, in 
time of war for instance, or when there might be 
some urgent necessity for a ship's going up with- 
out a pilot. In the narrow parts of the river we 
kedged down with the ebb, without any sail set, 
but having a bower anchor on the ground, and the 
cable at short stay peak ; in this way the ship was 
readily steered ^m side to side, or brought up at 
an instant's warning. At other places we backed 
and filled, and at some made short tacks. We 
were always obliged, however, to anchor when the 
flood tide made. 

This is the period at which the rains are expect- 
ed to set in, and the heavy threatening aspect of 
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dottcb awer dMtiifls^ gave us reason to mcpect that 
we should not escape, but none fell during our etiiy, 
between the ^d and the 30th of December. 

The passage from Guayaquil back to Lima re- 
quires attention, as may be seen from the follow- 
ing directi(ms, which I obtained from Don Manual 
Luzurr^rui, captain of the port of Guayaquil. 

*' The average passage, in a well found, and well 
managed ship, is twenty days ; eighteen is not un« 
common ; and there is an instance of a schooner 
doing it in twelve. From the entrance of the river 
as far as Punta de Aguja, (in latitude 6^ south,) 
the shore must be hugged as close as possible, in 
cffder to take advantage of the changes of wind, 
which take place only near the shore. In this way, 
by due vigilance, slants may be made every day 
atld night* On reaching Punta de Aguja, work to 
the southward, as nearly on the meridian of that 
point as may be, as far as 1 1^° latitude, and then 
strike in-shore for Callao, and if it is not fetched, 
creep altmg-shore, as formerly directed." 

Persons accustomed to the navigation between Li- 
ma and Valparaiso are tempted to stand boldly out, 
in hopes of making their southing with ease, and then 
running in upon a parallel. But this is not foun^ 
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to be practicable ; and, indeed* the cases have no re^ 
semblance^ since the passage to Valparaiso is made 
by passing quite through the trade- wind, and getting 
into the variables ; whereas Lima lies in the heart 
of the trade ; accordingly^ a ship that stretches off 
from Guayaquil comes gradually up as she stands 
out, and finally makes about a south course ; wlieh 
she tacks again^ the wind shifts as she draws in> and 
will be fortunate if she can retrace h&r first course, 
and very often does not fetch the point \e& in the 
first instance. 

To work along-shore with eflSsct, the land must 
be kept well on board, and c<mstant vigilance be 
bestowed upon the navigation, otherwise a ship will 
make little progress. 

No. X. . 

Guay^uU to the Galapagos. 

30th D&:ember 1821, to $tb Janimry 1822. 

C6 Days,) 

As the winds between the Galapagos and the 
main are always from south or S. S. E. there is no- 
thing to be particularly attended to in this passage. 
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except the currents^ which generally set to the 
northward^ and increase in strength near the 
islands. On getting amongst them the greatest 
care is necessary^ to avoid being carried to leeward 
of the anchorage where it is propo8€Mi to stop. In 
the CodiWBjr we were drifted to leeward ,of^ James's 
Island^ and could never i^erwards regain it We 
lay upwards of a week at Abingdon Island^ the 
most ndvtbem of die large ones, in* a bay. atrthe 
south end^ where we were disngreeaUy exposed, tp 
the S. S. E. winds. , ■ ,* 

It appeared as if the bad season woBabovA to stilt 
in, for several nights we had rain and squalls. < -, 

It is to be regretted^ that ^e true gcographiciiL 
position of these islands is still '4mcertainj and.tlie 
hydrographical knowledge respecting them soi ex- 
ceedingly scanty* Several of the islands have^ it is 
said^ some safe port8> but these are little knovH^ 
and their resources still less so* We know that ^ 
ample supply of terrapinsy or land tortdses> may 
be procured at some of the islands^ and water Js 
probably to be found at most of them> if diligeBt 
search were made. They offer at all seasons a most 
valuable asylum to the South Sea Whalers. 
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No. XI. 

Galapag08 to Panama. 
tSih January to 2d F^tf^uaty ^822. 

This passage at all times of the year is tedious 
$nd uncertain, in consequence of the l%ht baffling 
winds and calms which belong to the great bight, 
known under the name of the Bay oi Panama; 
and these winds being also uncertain in direction, 
the best method seems to be to steer for\he por^. 
whenever that can be done. 

For the two first days oi our passage, the 17th 
and 18th of January, we had a fresh breeze from 
the southward, after which we were much retarded 
by calms, light winds^ and squalls ; and it was not 
tiU the 29th that we made the Morro de Puercos, 
the high land of the promontory forming the west- 
em limit of the Bay of Panama. On steering to 
the eastward, we met a fresh breeze from north im- 
mediately on our opening the point. This offried 
us across the bay in the parallel of 7"* north. As 

VOL n. « 
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we closed with the ^a^mcp^afc tlje^jKln^.^^^w- 
more to the westward, and enabled u^ tp Tfp^o 
the land about Point Escondida^ in 7°,4P' pprtjl- 
)From hence we took advantage of the s^if^^of ^^d 
between the night and the dajr^ and ^eat^ mv till 
abreast of the Island Qalera, lying b^etween thp (South 
end of the Isla del Rey and Point Garac^ine;, ^9.^** 
inir the south side of the Gulf of San Michael^ 
There^ in latitude 8° 11' noarth, it was thoi|ght ^pru- 
dent to anchor till the morning, as there is a shf^ 
laid down in this neighbourhood, but whic^, ^f;,^* 
terwards learned, has eight fathopas on its. sfiallow- 
est part. Next morning, the 1st, we were employ-, 
ed working against light win^ from the northward, 
with a slight current in our favour : towards sunset 
^e breeze freshened considerably, and when we 
tacked dose to the Island of Petado, on the'N.E. 
shore of the bay, the breeze was so fresh that we 
could hardly carry the top-gall^t sails.. This 
breeze blew from N. N. E. to N. E, Ipy no^rth, enab- 
ling us to c)ear, at a proper c^istaiice,. the Icwg line 
of small islands which stretch to the N. N. W. of the 
Isla del Rey, and thence to proceed, in a straight 
line, a little to windward of W..N, W. by ccmipass, 
directly for the anchorage, of Pttoama. But towardf 
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thie fnoftiing of die 2d of Feoruary) the wind drew 
to tne N. N*. W., and after the day broke, we had se- 
rai tacks to make before reaching the anchorage, 
within the Island of Perico. 

After entering the bay we were not much influ- 
enced Iby currents. From what we saw and heard, 
it appeared to be essential, oh working into Panama^ 
to keep oh the eastern side, where the wind is mo- 
derate, the water smooth, and there is no current ; 
whereW, on th^ western side, the breeze is 'too 
strong, there is a short sea, and generally a drain of 
current setting out to seaward. 

■'"^ ' No.xn. 

General Remarks on the Winds and Weather, 
and the Navigation of the South-West 
^ Coast of Mewico. 

*" On the south-west coast of Mexico, the fair 
seasdh, or What is called the summer, though 
the latitude be north, is from December to May 
Inclusive. Inuring this interval alone it is ad- 
Visiftbl^^ to navigate the coast, for, in the winter, 
(ttfta Junfe Id November inclusive, every part of it 
1slfi%)^ to' hard g^eSi totnadoes, or heavy squalls. 
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io calnis^ to constaDt deluges of rain^ and tbe moA 
dangerous lightxiing; added to wtiich/ftlniosf dl 
parts of tbe coast are^ at this time^ so unhealt&y & 
to be abandoned by the inhabitants. At the east- 
em end of this range of coast, about VktMonk, the 
winter sets in earlier than at San Bias, which lied ift 
ihe western end. Rains aM sickness are looked for 
early in March at Panama ; but, at San Bias, raiti 
seldom falls before the 15th of June; sometimes, 
'however, it begins on the 1st of June, as we expe- 
rienced. Of the intermediate coast I have no exact 
information, except that December, January, and 
* February, are fine months everywhere ; and that, 
with respect to the range between Acapulco to Pa- 
nama, the months of M^ch, April, andhalf of M^y, 
are also fine — at all other times the coast navigation 
may be generally described as dangerous, and on 
every account to be avoided. 

From December to May inclusive, the prevalent 
winds between Panama and Cape Blanco de Nicoya 
are N. W. and Northerly. From thence to RioLejo 
and Sonsonate N. £. and Easterly. At this season 
off the Gulfs of Papagayo and Tecoantepec tWe 
blow hard gales, ihe first being generally N. £«, and 
the latter North. These, if not too strong, as tliey 
4 
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yipftjme»aj|e, grj^tiy accelerate the pass^^es to the 
;i|e6!ti^ai:4'~*-^€7 ^^t f^r seyeral days together> witjh 
^dear sky overhead^ and a dense red haze near the 
l^^Qn* We ei^perienced both in the Conway i^ 
^lebru^y l#22. The firsts which was off Papagayo 
ffi the ISth^ carried us two hundred and thirty 
^i}es to the W. N. W. ; but the gale we met'on cresf- 
^j^ the Gulf of Tecoantepec on the 24th> 25th^ 
^d 26th| was so bard^ that we could show no sail, 
and were drifted off to the S. S. W. more than « 
. hundred miles. A ship ought to be well prepared 
on diese occasions, for the gale is not only severe, 
but the sea, which rises quickly, is uncommonly 
high and short, so as to strain a ship exceedingly. 

JProm Aoapulco to San Bias what are called land 
and sea-breezes blow ; but as far as my experience 
goes, during the whole of March, they scarcely deserve 
that name. They are described as blowing from 
N« W. and West during the day, and from N. £• at 
night ; whence, it might be inferred, that a shift of 
wind, amounting to eight points, takes place be- 
tween the day and night breezes. But, during the 
whole distance between Acapulco and San Bias, to- 
gether with about a hundred miles east of Acapulco, 
which WQ worked along, hank for hank, we never 
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ri^oned QQ , tlum four |x>int8. With .thi^^ bojReiirer^- 
9^ iiba greatest cUligwce» a diuljr prqgre«% of fi^o^ 
thurly , to fifty miles. may be loade* ,^ .^ 

Such being the general state of the winds on^thif^ 
c<;wi8t^ it is necessary to attend to the following 4ii^ 
tions for making a passage from the eastwafd. , 

On .leaving Panama for Realejo or Son^onate^j 
come out direct to the north-westward of the Isl^^ 
del Rey-*keep from tw^ty to thirty leagues office 
shore as far as Cape Blanco de Nicoy;a^ and o^ this 
passage advantage must be taken of every shift of ^ 
wind to get to the north-westward. Froip Capc^ 
Blonoo.hug the shorc^ in order to take adyant^g^e of 
the north-easterly winds which preyajl qlo^ jn. 
If a Papagayo (as the strong breeze out of that gulf i^ 
called) be met with^ the passage to Sonsonate b^; 
comes very short* 

. From Sonsonate to Acapulco keep at the distance 
of twenty, or at most thirty leagues ,:from the, coast. 
We met with very strong currents ru^ni^ing to tihe 
eastward at this part of the passage ; but whether 
by keying farther in or farther out we should haye^ 
avoided them, I am unable to say. The ajjoye di- 
rection is ^at usually hel4 to be the best by the old _, 
coasters. 

10 
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' If, when offtlie GKitf of Teeoati^pcc, aiiy i/t^iM 
hard l)reeze8 which go by that natne should com5^ 
6ff, it is advisable^ if sail can be carried^ to ease the 
sheets off^ and run well to the westward, wiUiout HeA-^ 
ing to make northing ; westuig being, at all stages 
of that passage, by far the most difficult to accom- 
plish. On approaching Acapulco the shore should 
be got hold of, and the land and- sea-breezes turned 
t6 account. 

'This passage in summer is to be made by tdcing' 
advantage of the diffiirence ill direction between 
the winds in the night and tlie winds in die 
dajr. During some months, the land wihd^, it 
is said, come more off the land than at others, 
and that the sea-breezes blow more directljr ott 
shore; but in March we seldom found a ^eater 
difference than four points ; and to profit essen- ' 
tially by this small change, constant vigilance 
and activity are indispensable. The sea-breeze sets 
in, with very little variation as to time, about noon, 
or a little before, and blows with more or less 
strength till the evening. It was usually freshest 
at two o^clock ; gradually fell after four ; and died 
away as the sun went down. The land-breeze was 
by no means so regular as to its periods or its force. 
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pEAfjtbitn generally ligbt and uaeertei^* ' TfaesplBiw 
fopal point to be atkended to in .diis mnrifialaebME' 
tQ lurve tbe sb^ ao placed at the setting Ja «f ;^Jw^ 
a0M4]iae«e> that. she ahdl he able to mtk^mi^^idm^ 
pholo of. it on the lavboard tac9c>'httfi>fie.jcldBuig tor. 
much wiA the land. If ithis. he jaecolnplhMbl 
which a little experience of the perioda rep daaa^ 
easjr^the diip will he near Ae Acre joat jur th^ 
sea^ireeze baa ended* axai tibere ahe iMiU renuonm' 
the beat aituation to profit by the laod-wJod^whAr.' 
it comes ; for it not only comes off earlier to a. ship- 
i^ear. thexoaat^ huth stro&ger^ vA tmy alwi^ be 
takoa adarantage of U> caiary tbe ship off to^lhe faea**^ 
biseze station befbce jaoon of itbe next sdaj. 

These are the best dkectio&a €» navigatag oq thtt 
coast which I hai^ hfim *Ue to ^^roonre : they aire^: 
dsawn Samx yarious souroes, and^ iftbenever it sjEipl 
possible^ modified by pecsonal experiidDOe& X'aaf ' 
chiefly indebted to Don Maniijdl<ii«iina|pii,iiiaater'' 
attendant K^ GuayaqLuil, ^ tb^jinleirmatioQ'^M^^ 
oqptain^ Jn.hisx>piiait^ wai^ itreqiaiiadrteinfchira'" 
passage ftam Panaraa to San flhta,; witboi^taptlai^i^ 
at any intexmediate port, the best way wouldiiei^. 
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WBik'»l96'' bdfbraeiMmlltig up for Sm i^tt, «onu tH 
i»a]De4L^lr.-^iiid'of tlie westerly breeees wliieli4s^ 
bij^ltai the^sMBt. An ^xpe^ienoed ok! pilots how^ 
enkt'^w^wukl met at PaaanMj ^m^txfviAxfi Mi^ 
mA. MBadg the beit distaaot was fifteen or tirentjf^ 
llhiflKS all tlie way. In the i«4nte» «i(tfH}D9» tiieae 
paaiigti are iveiy ^npleasanf^ i^ it is indispensable 
lUt the whole oadga^n be mtich fnrther off^ shore^ 
eacepdng' onfy between Atepulee and San Bias, 
wiMb^a'diitanoe^MM ;ten to twdve leagues will be 
si|fl9eient« 

^Th^^elu|:n'ptt8si^^'froni the west are always 
nunh jeasier. In ^ period called here the sunnner, 
from December to Mky, a distance of thirty to fifty 
lai^ttea ensiires a Mr wind all the way. In winter, 
it » adrisable to ke^'stfllforUieroflr^ say ahundred 
I sj^g o es, to avoidtbe «aline^ and i^ incessant ndns, 
sr|nall], and lig^itpingb^ whieil everywhere prevail oni 
the coast attthis^seasim. DcA Manud Lnaunagai 
achtt^/ dimt^ w4me^« that all ports on this coast 
shaaild ibeiosade x» the siratbward and eastward, lUi 
tfar4mraentii4u Ibis titnfe of the year set frdin 4hat 
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if it vtevd rMjuired to raum direceirofiji S&h'B9t& 
to Lima^ a course must be shaped so a« to pass be^ 
twwnthe Island of Coeos and the Gala:pago8^ toM 
t» the Bouth'feastward, till the land be made a littlls 
to the southward of the equator^ between Capfe X.b-" 
reoKo and Cape St Helena. Prom thence work a- 
long-shoreas fkr as Point Aguja^ hi latitude 6"^ souths ' 
after which^ work due souths on the meridian of 
that pointy as far as 1 1^^ Souths and then stretch in* 
shore. If the outer passage were to be attempted 
from San Blas^ it would be neoetsary to run to 25^ 
or SOP south across the trade^ which would be a 
needless waste of distance and time. 

Such general observations as the foregoing, on a 
navigation still imperfectly known^ are^ perhaps^ 
better calculated to be useful to a stranger than de- 
tailed accounts of passages made at particular sea« 
sons. For although the success of a passage will 
principally depend on the navigator's own vigilance 
m watching for exceptions to the common rules^ and 
on his skill and activity in profiting by them^ yet he 
must always be materially aided by a knowledge of 
the prevalent winds and weather. As many per- 
sons^ however^ attach a certain degree of value to 
actual observations made on coasts little frequented* 
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:a|lifc#ugh tjb^.po^iod^m which tsbeyrva^hn^tb^tn 
ni^^e b,e limited^ I have given, in the tw^ fcikmibg* 
nptices^ a,brijef abstract of tbe.GMimj^t 'passf^^. 
from Pana^ 1^ ^capuloo, 9n4 .{fjpixi^ Acapoloo t9 
Ss^filfis, , Jl^e original notes from wha^e they are 
t^ea are tpp. m^BiAte 4fc9 interest any person not ao» 
>tu^^]^ prfiGfiediog to that quarter of the world* 

No. XIII. 

Panama i;o Acapulco. 

Sih Febnmry to ^th March 1822. 

(20 Days.) 

We sailed from Panama on the 4th of February^ . 
.and anchored on that afternoon at the Island of Ta- 
boga, where we filled up our water. Next eveniqg, 
the 5th^ we ran out of the bay with a firesh N. N. W^ . 
wind, and at half past two in the ^npming of the 6th 
rounded Poi nt Mala, and hauled to the i^estward. 
As' the day advanced the breeze slackened and dr^w 
to, the southward. In twenty-four hours, howeyer* 
we had run one hundred and forty miles, and were 
entirely clear of the bight of Panama. It cost us 
neiurly six days more before we came abreast oCGape. , 
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#^.& W^^ thm a voOmile iMtee^e irofnN.^^ W> 
mbkkteektd reonil to Ae ^M^wmt Aip4 wim^;^ 

iMm ilwiir eTCKx poiiit of the ^ooqwif^ kmitJii^ 

JHid useertdn. BelsveM the lllh.ABti |S%'iip 
4pisieA Ciqie Bknee de NiWDya. witk & 6mk*bT^^ 
.firom S. Sw £. mkL then S.S.W., whi«b $hiii^ sty^ 
.chidf to tbe notfthwerd^ eOef werdt tp dtW^^ N« J^ 

«iicre h Wew frerii &r i^Mf^urd^ cf tweot^rff}^ 
-honri> flDd enabled n&tb ran, mare^Aaiii l)W<9 ^flUM^ 
rred and ibarty milefl to tbe .we«t?neiibrWfBtvri94. jp 
:.eBe dij. . Tiua hreeztf ^Uch i» koowjtt by the mm^ 

ofi^Papagtyo^ failed ue «aer pasaing the Qalf of tibe 
lamename^ and wethcn^aine wllhln th^iai^i%»n^i^ 

adrerae carrcBts* Ob veaehiiif tiie kvigjitode pCSli^ 
' «eft, on die l6th we were eet 8. 16» Wi 77 nAoi; 

^tiiEe i7«h, N. Ifi unlet; oattM IdNbi E* 51 niOei; 

da the Ipth, S. rS% £• 69 mOes ; m tb^^VS^*, 
' £. 45 miles ; on the Slat, & 67^ & 1 7i loilf^ ^^K^of 
^kidL we cxperisBieed betwiecfli ^t'' a4d.99'' Ye^M 

tiie dntanee of twenty ^ thiH^ jteagued &9fi%d^e 

«liorey neanwhile we had N«)i« EkieDdMftJ^ly 
'-wind^^aiidcrfnB. . .-- .'\' ^^^, r v •':,.".% n- 

^ '^yterthcse^ctmrenla'ski^edi^we mmde ^n^aliag as 
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dn Ae HS^ 2Sd, aMi ^$4^ we inam' athig|^[ii% 

|4^ ahd lr5|^ noHh li^itiKte. Thk broagfat mvi^ 
^ifae^ ^f tbe Ba^jr of Tecouitepeo at aansat of tlie 
Mik, wte Ihea tadk«d and abood ta tlw wettWMod. 
'7ke Weatii^r aft ^s tine lodoed thxealiniing;^.4iB 
iA^ was ddair <MrerIiead^ but ^ romodthe hontnia 
>^tliere Imng a iery and partentoos hase^ and'thiB«in 
^%lit in gttet ^endoav; presendy the bretefrffadii- 
*4ii^i and eattte t» noith by wesl^ and beforrjnBid« 
miglit It btew a hard gale of wind horn nordi. TU§ 
^ast^ wHh Kttle JntenmBstontillBix in the mcniii^ 
^ t%e^s6tb^ oir db^ot tfan*ty heart. I^ere was 
^^ttfii^ ati th^ time an uncommonly high short aea, 

wUeh made the ship extremdy uneasy. The bam- 
. fiiet<^ fell from ^9,9^ to 29,^1, between noon aad 
« ikir P.M., but rose sgain aa the gale fieslnned^- 
^""^ " synipiesiimeter itll twelve hundredths. 'Biis 
'' g^ ^ove pB to the south-west by soiitili about ope 
^'4itindred and forty taMt& A. fine finesh breezcf s«c- 
"« ee^de^ firovn, K. W*^^ tidbi^ earried us mw hBiid«> 
y [ted^aiMi kvrtatgr asQes tdwards^Acapnko, and kft^is 

in longitude 977^'west^ and latknde ISf^ niuhkr^n 
-the*9?^.'^ ^is wft^Ae last^nr woid we-bluliMi 
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tlie «bii8t, M ^Utre^ of oar puM^ iaf ^AttWA 
Mm, biSngiiiftdebycUttdbestittg. Tfaedifita}ic^fl'fii& 
Atwp/elcownBmfW lets Hata one httiidired and eighty 
Bl&i^, but it cost t2s eight day^ liard ^atk to r^di 
fl, -principally owing to a steady drftin bf lee-currerfi 
running east by south at the following daily tate%; 
TJ*., tiilrteen^ sixteen^ turenty- seven, thirty-sevfen, 
twenty^five^ ten, nine, seven, and nine miles. The 
Hinds were, meanwhile, from N. W: to N. N. Wl; 
irith an occasionai spurt from south-east atrd sbuth^ 
Mid several calms. We had not yet leafned^he most 
efectoal method of t<dcing advantage of the^ smalf 
tiuriatiofi between the day and night Whidsi. '^ 

: '*'..- tit 
No. XIV. „,:.,,. 

Acaputco to San Bias. 
I2tk to 28tk of March 1S22. "'^ 

iWDays.) , , I'^^Z 

^This passage was considered good for the moti^^ 
of Mardi ; but in the latter ^tys of December/^did^ 
first of January, an English merthant Aip maSi^it^ 
m ten days, having a ftw wind dff^ Abi*** rttcady siX^ 
th«*day< AmerobantlMg/^iH^ichp^iil^likl^A*^^ 
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jilJV^be 6th of Febrwwpy, lit tlw 4i^^ 
jaf^.i^, fortnight ia reaching Cupe Cofrieiit^f^.iiail 
^eftrly three weeks afterwaxd3 getting fr<Ha tboiv}? 
tp San Bias,, a dastance of aaly seventy mjles*. Theard 
i^, hpyfeyevr reason to believe that, this y^ss^. wiw 
l^ljhandled* 

^. It would be uselaEis to give any more detailed a^ 
CQHnt of this passage than will be seen in the pre^ 
cedin^^ r^marks^ (No. XII.) We generally got the 
8^-bre^ze about noon, with which. we laid up for ^ 
^prt tipae W. N. W. and then:broke oflF. to N. W* 
aiid.sa to the northward, towards the end. of the^ 
breeze, as we approached the. coast We g^nerdly^ 
stood in within a couple of miles, and. sometimes 
nearer, and sounded in from fifteen to twenty-five 
fathoms. If the breeze continued after sunset, we 
made short tacks, in order to preserve our vicinity 
to the land, to be ready for the night- wind. With 
this we generally lay off S. W., sometimes W. S. W. 
and west, but only for a short time. After passing 
l^tu^ }8?f the coasit trended more to. the north- 
v(j^^,.^ix34,A much.lpoger. leg was made. on the lais 
bpai^i-t^c^ ^ef9re w€( were obliged to go about. As : 
we approached, G«f^ Corcientes> in latitude W^ the ' 
IfAdrY^inds. I^^Q^A oaoTfr northerly, and the seti* 
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WXST COAST OF 



iM«nlj; M thsly a» Aft 
trended dff Iht BorAWard^ A mote fapdadvMMii 



On paMtig Gape Comamtes^ the Tree Mariaa* ' 
Idandt came in sight ; and if tbej be pasted U^iSm 
soath-eastward, at the dlitanoe of eight or ten 
lei^des, Mid a N* N. E. eoane sleered> Piedi^ Blan- 
ca de Mar^ off San BlaSi will be readily got s^ht oft 
This is a round, bdd, 'white rodc^in lii^ude 21^ 
Mf^ WMtb, md longitade 105^ ^\' wie8t> and bek^ 
one hundred and thir^ feet high; forfens an exceBent- 
land-nuffk. It lies exactly ricfven and thsee^quaiw 
ters of a mile nearly due west from the harbour of 
San Blasi wMehi n pointed out by another wbitff 
rode, bearing sontb, 85^ east from Ae former. €loat 
round this^ last roek, called Piedra de Tierrl^ on ^ 
eastern s^, lies the ancfaon^. The coast betwe^ 
Cvpt Cerfientef and San Bias is full of deep uA 
dangerous roeky bights. It is little knowi^ and 
Might not to be 4q)proached. Care should also bi» 
takenv in the mg^-tmie, to keep etoar of a smidl 
dnstmr of low rocks, whidi lie twenty-two miles to 
the N. N. W. of Cspe Corrientes. We made them 
in hilkadelKr' 43' north, and longitiKb iOS"^ BV ^ 
west. Vaneonirer phoes them in laititude dO"^ W 
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amM mmAy n^ttr. OwdiftRiKe^loiigiluitim8«#«> 
certained by chroncmieters next day from San Biai^. 
mime tht longitude mm aft^wards datamined by 
«iiieciAiitio& 4if a fixed ttBr« 

Cape CWnentes Itea in latitude 20^ 04^' nortk ;. 
kHigilude lOS"" 4^' m"" ivva^ or r^ 59^ west £?obi 
San Bias. 

During our sti^ at San Bks^ frokn the £ath of 
Mardi to the 15th of June^ we hud light Uoid^wHuJa 
^y^y nighty and a ni<kle>ald3ri£e8h breeze Gtom west, 
every day, with the tiiermometer always above 80^ 

Towards the end of ^e period, the sky# which, 
had been heretolbre deoT) became orercast; tfa«: 
w«ath^ lost its ^ormar serene charaot^, becoming 
d«rk and unseed; aad,onlihel8t<^Jiu)^thex>e* 
tiodical rains set in wkh gveat violence^ aeoom^^ 
filed by thvndBr and ii^ghtniiig^ and fresh mmi$ 
from due south. This was nearly a fifftBugbtaarUier 
tihan the avetiage period* The heat and doseness 
of the ¥'eather iaoieased gveatly after the jrains asl 
in i bat aldieiigfa our men were fluodi ^xposedt mo 
sickness aisued, €3Boeptia|r a few cascui of h^Uy m^ 
flammatdry £iiiFer« The town waa ahna^t <Minq4ete- 
ly deserted whm we erne aiway ; 4he inhahjtinls 

VOL. II. A a 
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baidng^ at ^wti^ fled to Tepicv ai^d c^iher, iojtod 
towja», to avoid the discomfort axxd siduieas wluph 
accompany the rains. 

As soon as the rains subside, in the latter aid^of 
October, or beginning of November, the people Te« 
turn, although that is the period described as beting 
most unhealthy, when the ground is still moist, and 
the heat of the sun not nuiterially abated. 



No. XV. 

S(m Blasy round Cape Horn, to Rio de Janeiro. 

ISth Jv/ne to Vith September 1822. 

(89 Days,) 

Thb navigable distance of this passage, or iivit 
over which a ship must run, without countir^ ca- 
sual deviations, is 7550 miles, and includes every 
variety of dimate and weather. 

An inspection of the trade in the diort which sic- 
eompanies this Memoir, will give a better idea of 
the extent and variety of this passage than any de- 
scripdon can do. A few general remarks, howensr, 
may'liave their use. We were recommended by :die 
•Ideat navigators at San ttaa to get off ;lhi^«Mil«s 
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^ ikst aa possiMe, in oorder to avoid ihe very tmplea- 
fialit weather which belongs to it at this season. 
This^ it appears/ is sometimes difficult to accomptrsh^ 
anS ships are even driven as far as Acapulco, before 
they can disentangle themselves from the westerly 
'" and soath-westerly breezes. We, however, found 
' ifo tBfficulty in running off to the S. W. as far as 
110* W. and IS^ north. From 8 J* north, to SJ*» 
north, and longitude 1 05° W., we were much retard- 
ed by southerly winds. We then got the trade- 
wind, which hung far to the south at first, and oblig- 
^edusto cross the line in 110J° west. We kept the 
trade-wind for fifteen days, that is, to the 2Sd of Ju- 
ly, at which time we had reached the latitude of 27° 
south, having run by its means about two thousand 
iBilei» The wind afterwards came to tJie northward, 
and then to N. W. whence, in 30 J*" south, it sifted 
V to^ south by east, and then to south-west on the 29th 
of July. In 35 i° soudi, and 102° west, we had a 
rlui^d gale from the southward. 
'^ ~ The wmd had been previously so fresh from S. W. 
and S. S^ W., I^at we were obliged to dose reef at 
fnkhMgbt «f the ^di of July. It shortly afterwards 
G&Mie:oii to rant hard, and fell cakn for an hoar, at 
theehd of which interval a gale sudctenly came on 
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Ibis gik was foUaw«d bf fresh i0iiU»«va# b^ weit 
wiiidiV iHnch came r9uiid to N« W«^ and ihcsi td 
8. S. W. again, as fer as Lttitudt 46"" aoiilhjMxDgii* 
fitode gOP west, when tbe wind iwMgfertbMiedairs 
fiom the aoathwaed. Ffem 49}^ south, and ftST' 
westy to 5i® sontb, and TS"" west^ we had firaih 
N» N. K, N. N. W., and N. W. wmds. Just as we 
wsM abMt to haul up to round ibe Gape on the 
12tb of August^ the wind cune from N. £• (by com^ 
paM^mrsbout £.N.£* true>) which ebUged vms tage 
as far as Sl^"" south, befoiethe wind shifted to veiti, 
and nofth*weft. We passed out oi sight of C^pe 
Hern on the night of the 14th of August just two 
«Miithfl from San BUs, steiotly ^0^ dajri^ tbe nrnvi- 
gaUe distance being six thousa nd miles. Fron the 
jMffidian of Cape Horn, to that of the Falkland 
Idand«» we retained the N. W., and latterly the S. W. 
winds. It then fisll ealnv after whieh we had & B. 
«nd S. & £. breezes, with snow showers* (the first 
we had 9ten,) notaly as far as Intituds 40'' south. 
In the Pacific^ between 60^ wid 5&% we bad hard 
breeaes^ with rain, and a oontidsridde sea» but not 
such as ]to pteirant our seodding with essst During 
all the passage off the Ct^, w» had .fine weather^ 
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wriA iDddotii waUir, and a mflct climate, tliat it to say, 
^le thandaaaieter waa not belo^ d^« Off t£e Falk- 
kuid Idlanda, with an E. S. E. wind, it fcil to 93^ 
This tempenrturd seemed cxAd to persons recentlj 
eosne ihun a reaidenoe df mor« than abc mozrths in 
due ef tha hottest pArt§ oi the wcnrld^ but, upon the 
wMe> the seftson was finer than ^lat of the eerre-» 
apopd ent nortli latitude. 

When off the Cape in 5T sooth, »id longitnde 
d9^ w.est> we fell in with four ioe islands ; two a£ 
ibesfe were very high and lo^g: the otiier two were 
abottt twAity yards Icmg, and as they floated not 
laore ihigk ten or tw^ve feet out of the water, 
wduld, lit 931 probabflky, not have been Been at 
night t^ too near to be avoided. Next day an im« 
menae island was seen, winch could not have be^ 
less than two or three hundred feet high, and a qn«r« 
ter of It mile long. This was in 56^*" sonth, and 
longitude 65^ west. Some days afterwards, we fell 
in with an Anterkan Whalar which had passed more 
i» the southward in 58^^ where he not only met witli 
bataSBBtMe ice islands, but with an extensive com* 
pACt field, ts ikr as the eye could reftch. He found 
' himself intlie morning idmost beset, and it cost him 
nmAy twent;f«fb«r» beating among itke floating 
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fimm ttBd ieebei^^ before he wtt dear of them« 
i examined his charts on which his track was laid 
down witli every appearance of exactness ; the icie 
and ice-islands were severally sketdied in a btrsiness- 
1^ manner on the chart The high island which we 
saw on the morning of the 15th was probably one 
of the same gronp^ and the smaller ones fragments. 
There are few things in navigation more dan- 
gerous than one of these low ice islands^ in a dark 
nighty when blowing hard^ and with a high sea; 
all circumstances which unfortunately are likely 
eftough to come together at this particular season, 
wlien the ice is most frequently observed to be 
ioBting abont^ off Cape Horn* In bad weather it 
»ight be prudent to lie to. But in fine weaker, 
although daric^ as it was with us> a leisurely course 
may be followed^ provided uncommon vigilance be 
used. On this occasion I thought of a precaution, 
which it may perhaps be worth while stating. Hav- 
ing reefed the courses^ that the officer of the watdi 
might have a free view, the yards were braced 
iduurp up, bowlines hauled, and everything prepared 
fbr tacking, and always k^ so at night, from what* 
ever direction the wind might blow. On an ice 
island being seen a-head, and near us, in the case 
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of the .ship heing by the ynad, the helm being- j^it^ 
dowPx $he ^ould readily come about t If off tht 
wind^ Bhe would come to, with the sails so trimsAed 
as to allow her sailing. past the danger ; or if tins 
could not be, still she would be more ready to come 
about, and certainly be more manageable, in all re* 
spects, than if the yards had been in any other p^ 
sition. 

The latter part of this passage between the latit^^^ 
of40'' and that of Jlio, was rendered tedious by 
frequent northerly winds. On the S^th of August* 
in. latitude 39° 45^ the wind, which had be^i gra^ 
dually hauling from the S. £. to the north- eai^ 
wardj came to N. N. E. then to north, N. N. W. and 
latterly N, W., shifting gradually at the rate of one. 
point in twenty-four hours. In the week from 
the 24th to the Slst we made pnly on an £• N. £^ 
course, only four hundred and eighty miles. Du** 
ring this period the wind was moderate, and the 
atmosphere filled with a dense haze, which made 
everything damp. The barometer continued high 
all the time, never falling below thirty inches, and 
generally standing at 30,30. On the 31st, in 
latitude, S?"" south, longitude 39° west, the wind 
c^^ in a squall ^ the S. W» This wind, libs tht 
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Mbove, ihifted frcmi right to left, that it, from & W. 
to souths S. E., £«8t> and so on to N. E., Norths and 
N.W., with a thidc haze^ heavy rain, thunder and 
iig^tningy and die wind blowing oocadonally in 
strong gusts. After this it fell calm, in latitude S3* 
south* The breeze which succeeded was first from 
the N. K, but, as usual, it drew to the northward, 
with a thick haze, and a high swell from the same 
quarter* In the evening of the 5th, the wind, 
which was blowing fresh and steady from norths 
shifted suddenly, and without any lull, or other 
warning, to S. W^ and blew for two hours so hard 
duit we could barely carry triple reefed top-sails, 
and reefed courses. This breeze in twenty-four 
hours fell light, shifted round as formerly to die 
soodi, S.E., East, and in latitude 28° south to 
N. N. E, The only difference between this shift of 
wind, and those which preceded it, was the absence 
of haze. It hung in the N. N. E. quarter, blow- 
ing at times very fresh for tiuiee days, with a high 
sikort swelL On tjhe 10th k fell calm, after tfhieh, 
on the evening of that day, a breeze sprung up 
from the S.W., and having made Round Island, 
off ftio, early on the moramg of the 12th, in very 
thidL rainy weather, we ran in, and anchored, after 
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a passage of eighty-nine Hays from leaving San 
Bias. 



No. XVI. 

Rio de Janeiro to Bahia, or St Salvador. 

25th November to 13th December 1822. 

(18 Days.) 

This passage^ and that of his Majesty's ship Do- 
ris, about the same time, serve to show how uncer- 
tain the winds are on this coast. We sailed in the 
Conway, on the 25th of November, met with north 
and north-easterly winds off Cape Frio, which ob- 
liged us to stand off for nine days, at the end of 
which time we were one hundred and fifty miles 
farther from Bahia than when we first sailed. The 
wind now shifted to the southward and S. W., with 
a high swell, and much rain, and we reached our 
port on the 13th of December. 

The Doris sailed on the 5th of December, ten 
days after the Conway, and reached Bahia on the 
12th, mne day before us: 

It so happened, that, immediately on leaving Rio, 
she got the same southerly wind which carried ui 

VOL. II. Bb 
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to the northward, and on the same day, but with a 
less distance to run. At this time of the year, 
northerly winds certainly prevail, and such circum- 
stances as the above do not arise above two or three 
times in a season. As there are ample directions for 
navigating on this coast, it is needless for me to add 
any more. 
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TABLE of the LATITUDES, LONGITUDES, and VARIATION 
of the COMPASS of the various Ports on the Shores of the Pacific 
Ocean, visited by His Majesty's Ship Conway, in 1820, 1821, and 
1822. Extracted from a Hydrographical Memoir, by Mr Henrt 
Foster, R. N. 

The Longitudes marked * have been determined by ocultations of the 
fixed Stars by the Moon. Those marked ([ by Lunars. Those 
have been connected, by Time-keepers, with the stations at which 
ocultations were observed* 



Name of the Place. 


Country. 


Latitude. 


Longitude. 


Variation 
of Compass 
Easterly. 


East or West of 
Valparaiso, by 
Chronometer. 


West of Green- 
wich. 


Valparaiso 


>| 


330 r 


48"S. 






•719 31' 


00" 


14^'43'E. 


(Fort St Antonio) 


















Island of Mocha 




38 19 


13 


2*^ 15' 17"W. 


e73 46 


.17 


19 34 


Aiauco 




37 14 


30 


1 42 00 


073 13 


00 


18 22 


Point Lobos, Island 


















of St Mary's 




37 6 


30 












Talcuhuana( Bayof) 


Coast of 
^ Chili 


36 42 


52 


1 28 


33 


e72 59 


33 


16 30 


Penco (Conception) 


36 43 


34 












Coquimbo Bay 


29 56 


39 


15 


4 E. 


71 15 


56 




Islet A, (Bay of 


















Coquimbo) 




29 53 


67 


12 


49 


71 18 


11 


14 


6uasco,(Outer-rock 


















A.) 




28 27 





21 


55 


071 9 


5 


13 30 


Bay of Copiapo, 


















(Point A.) 




27 19 





40 


19 


70 50 


41 


13 30 


Arica, (Town of St " 


















Mark) 




18 28 


35 


1 17 


44 


070 13 


16 


10 25 


Point Coles 




17 42 


00 


11 


25 


071 19 


35 


10 18 


Valley of Tambo 




17 31 


00 


9 


27 W. 


71 40 


27 




ViUageofMoUendo 


South 


17 2 


15 


23 


9 


071 54 


9 


U 5 


Point Isly 


West 


17 I 


00 


29 


15 


072 


15 




Point Pescadores 


*' coast of 


16 15 


10 


2 2 


1 


073 33 


1 


11 20 


Point Naaco, or Ca- 


Peru 
















ballos 




14 58 


53 


3 52 


57 


075 23 


57 




Infernal Rock 




14 42 


5 


4 13 


33 


75 44 


33 




HUl of Mercedes 




14 35 


29 


4 32 


48 


076 3 


48 




Los Amigos Rocks 




14 20 





4 36 


16 


076 7 


16 




Castle of Callao 




12 3 


45 


5 32 


12 


77 2 


12 




Do. 












•77 6 


10 


10 34 


An con, (Point Mu- 


^W. coast 
of Peru 
















latas) 
Huacho 


11 45 


55 










10 25 
9 36 


HiUofEten 




6 56 


10 


8 11 


5 


079 45 


5 




Payta 
















9 
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Name Of the PWc. 


Country. 


Latitude. 


Longitude. 


1 -i- 


East or West of 
Valpaiaiso, by 
Chronometer. 


Wert of Green- 
wich. 


: Vaifiatio 

of Compa 

£asteily 


[ftUnd of Sta Clara 


\ 


3? 13' 42" S 


80 43' 


33"W 


e 80*' 14' 33" 




(Eotfanoe of RiTer 


f Coast of 












Giujaquil) • 
Town of Guayaquil 


1 Colombia 


2 12 12 


8 8 


46 


e 79 39 46 


9^ 5' E 


GAfdiiMr's leland 




1 22 32 


18 27 


32 


89 58 32 




(centre) 














Char]e«*lsland(Sad. 














diept) 




I 20 40 


18 39 


31 


90 10 31 






















Bay) - 






18 35 


35 


90 6 35 




iDde&tigablv's Is. 


Galtipagos 












land, (north end) 


^ Islands 


33 36 
























gar Loaf) 




18 


18 67 


28 


90 28 28 




Earl of Abingdon*8 














Island 














(Conway's anchor,) 




32 21 N. 










Do. (8. W. point) 




32 19 


18 49 


39 


eOQ 20 29 


8 20 


Panama (Town) 

t 


Isthmus 
of Darien 




East or 


West of 




7 


Acapulco (Fort Car- 






San Bias. 










los) 






S"* 24' 


40"E. 


99**53'47'^ 


8^40' 


Peaked Mountain. 














(supposed the Tulr 














cano of Goluna) 


South 
^ West 

f Crtflst of 


19'>36' 20"N. 


I 41 


58 


103 36 29 


Cape Cotrifentes 
Rock to the N. W. 


20 24 32 


23 


59 W. 


105 42 26 




by N. by com- 
pnM of Cap: Cor- 


Mjexico 












rientes 




26 43 00 


33 


14 


• liti 61 41 




Piedra Blanea 




21 34 '48 


13 


40 


A 105 32 7 




San Bias - ' 




21 32 24 






•105 18 27 


8 40. 


Do, 


. 








i 105 17 9 



Printed by George Ram pay &cy>^oe^ -,p 



Edinburgh, 1824. 
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